BUREAU OF PUBLIC SCHOOL OPTIONS

Conference Call for A-Business Community School Program 
Tuesday, February 20, 2007 10:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. (EDT)

Conference Call Number:  888-808-6959

Conference Code:  2459936

AGENDA

	
	NOTES

	Welcome 


	· Kay Caster and Jessica Donnelly Taylor welcomed all participants to the conference call.  
· This legislation is not entirely new.  The amendment changed from Florida BEST to ABC and added several new requirements.  

	Roll Call of District Contacts
	27 districts participated in the conference call.

	Topic:  Evaluation Committee
	· District Liaison Contact Forms- Thank you for providing this information to us in a timely manner.  Our office is only missing 3 district contacts.  If you have not forwarded your contact information, please do so as soon as possible. 

· Evaluation Committee Contact Forms- Thank you for providing this information to us.  Thirty-six districts have submitted their Evaluation Committee Contact Forms.  We encourage districts that have not yet formed a committee, to let us know when the school board meeting is scheduled or send the completed form and say “pending school board approval.” The sooner Committees are formed, the sooner the district will be able to comply with its advertising requirement.
· Duties of the Evaluation Committee include obtaining feedback from potential business partners on how the ABC program could be improved and identifying local barriers that preclude this program from operating.  While it is not required to send this information to our office, we are compiling this correspondence as a way to determine ways the Department can provide technical assistance.

· Please contact Jessica with any updates and/or changes to contact information.  
    You can e-mail Jessica at Jessica.donnelly@fldoe.org  or contact her by phone at 850.245.0504.


	Topic:  Advertising Requirements

*for ALL districts regardless of intent or interest in starting an ABC school
	· Documentation of mass media advertisements are due to the Department by March 30, 2007.  
· The advertisement requirement speaks to the 3rd bullet in the law: (3)  Each school board shall, through advertisements in local media and other means, request proposals from area businesses to allow the operation of a business and education partnership school in facilities owned or operated by the business. The Department of Education shall require each school board to submit documentation to the department which demonstrates the board's compliance with this advertisement requirement.
· The advertisement should:
· Give a brief description of the ABC program 
· Announce that the district will accept proposals from interested businesses for review
· Please submit to our office:
·  A copy of the ad, or for radio announcements a copy of what was stated
·  Dates this was publicized 
·  The type of communication and name of medium
·  For example, you may send us the ad and include that the ad ran in the local newspaper, The Sun Times, on March 17 and 18.  
· We do not require an RFP, however a district may wish to develop a format to ensure uniform proposals from local businesses.
· Solely placing an internet ad would not be an acceptable form of advertisement because the main audience of a schools district web site is parents, not businesses.
· Placing an ad in the Chamber of Commerce newsletter would be highly encouraged; however, the district should think about the reach of this newsletter.  Not all businesses are a member of the Chamber of Commerce.  The advertising medium used for this advertisement requirement should reach a wider array of local businesses owners.
· Sample ads and other resources may be found on our web site at: http://www.firn.edu/doe/flbpso/otherpubschopt/abcprogram.htm 
· Any districts who would be willing to share advertisements, RFPs, or contracts please e-mail them to Jessica.


	Topic:  Common Technical Questions

Jessica Lunsford Act, Building Codes, Lunch Requirements, Business Tax Savings


	· The Jessica Lunsford Act does not require that all of the business employees be screened because a school is on its site.  The business needs to define the parameters of the school and the employees.  Visitors must follow all the security procedures to enter the ABC school as any other district public school.  We will look for further guidance from the Department in writing regarding this issue.  As a reminder, the school board can set higher standards and require that all employees be screened per JLA. 
· Building code requirements is a decision for the district.  If the district does not give funds for renovations, upgrades, etc, the business school site can remain at local building code standards.  However, if the district contributes monetarily to these upgrades, the facility must follow school building codes.  Districts have the option of negotiating in their contract that the facility space follows school building code requirements and require that the business pays for it.  
· Same guidelines for school lunches as any other school.  Some work-site schools satellite lunches in from a local school.
· We are currently working with the Dept. of Revenue to put together information about tax incentives for these businesses.  We will e-mail their report to us in about two weeks.  You may want to check with your local authorities if any rules already apply in your county. 



	Questions and Answers
	· Many satellite or work site schools have a host school that helps supply lunches and administrative support.  This would also allow the ABC school to operate under the same school ID number as the host school.
· Liability issues should be negotiated and included in the district’s contract with the business.  Businesses should cover issues related to the facility structure and the grounds while the district should be responsible for the actions of the school teachers.

· Most districts administer the ABC program within their choice office as opposed to facilities department.

· Community colleges, universities, state agencies, for-profit and not for profit businesses would be eligible to apply to the district for this program.  An entity must document financial soundness and enough employees to warrant hosting a school on their premise.   

· ABC Schools must comply with the same class size requirements as all other Florida public schools.  If additional student capacity remains after the children of the host businesses’ employees are admitted, the host business may designate other neighboring businesses whose owners or employees may also participate to generate a viable number of students for the school.
· Please use the requirements of this legislation as an opportunity to establish stronger working relationships with area businesses and encourage other types of business-school partnerships.

· Next school year’s deadline for the ABC Contact Liaison form will be September 1, 2007.    

	Adjourn
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