            

Districts seeking approval to implement the Performance-Based Exit Option in the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 school years must follow the instructions provided below. There are four components of the Application to Implement the Performance-Based Exit Option:

· Part A—District Application, which contains the programmatic assurances required by the American Council on Education and the Florida Department of Education

· Part B—Site Evaluation Checklist for Implementing the Performance-Based Exit Option 
· Part C—Student Evaluation Checklist for Implementing the Performance-Based Exit Option 
· Schools will be notified at the end of the school year by the Florida Department of Education and the American Council on Education, GED Testing Service (GEDTS) regarding the electronic Exit Option School Report Survey.
Part A—District Application

The district should respond as comprehensively as possible to the request for information included under each guideline. To simplify the process for completing the application, directions with key or specific elements can be found on the pages preceding the guidelines.  These directions were developed to clarify and provide assistance for submitting the appropriate information required on the application to ensure approval.

Part B—Site Evaluation Checklist for Implementing the Performance-Based Exit Option 
Each implementing site within the district must complete this checklist and submit to the district office. These checklists should be maintained at the district office.

Part C—Student Evaluation Checklist for Implementing the Performance-Based Exit Option 
Each implementing site within the district must complete this checklist for each participating student. Each student’s original checklist must be maintained at the implementing site.

Exit Option School Report Survey
The American Council on Education, GEDTS has implemented an electronic survey to collect data on Option programs throughout the participating states.  Each participating district and school site in Florida is required to cooperate with and comply with all requests for information or data by the Department of Education or GEDTS relating to the Performance-Based Exit Option.  
Submitting the Application
Districts must submit Part A of the application to the Florida Department of Education by December 15, 2010.  To assist with expedited processing, districts may e-mail an electronic copy of Part A of the application to Ms. Tameka Thomas at Tameka.Thomas@fldoe.org.  However, an original copy of the application containing the appropriate signatures must be mailed to the Department of Education for approval prior to implementing the Performance-Based Exit Option in the 2011-2012 school year.  Parts B and C should not be submitted to the Department as part of the application.  
Applications should be mailed to:
Mailing address:
Tameka Thomas, Operations Management Specialist




Florida Department of Education





325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 544




Tallahassee, FL 32399
Telephone:

(850) 245-0845 
Fax:



(850) 245-0849
Email:


Tameka.Thomas@fldoe.org  
When an application is approved, notification letters will be sent to the district superintendent and the individual designated as the district contact for the Performance-Based Exit Option. Questions regarding the application and implementation processes should be directed to Ms. Thomas at the telephone number or email address provided above.  You may also contact Dr. Kimberly Davis by phone at 850-245-0551 or by e-mail at Kimberly.Davis@fldoe.org. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE PERFORMANCE-BASED EXIT OPTION OPTIONMODEL IN 2008-2009








