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Rule 6A-6.03411, Florida Administrative Code, Policies and Procedures for the Provision of Specially Designed Instruction and Related Services for Exceptional Students

Questions and Answers

The following questions and responses reflect the most common inquiries and are intended to assist educators in the consistent implementation of the rule. As appropriate, specific citations to Rule 6A-6.03411, FAC, are provided in the responses.

1. Will districts have the opportunity to rewrite some sections of their SP&P document or will the new SP&P document only reflect rule changes?
The 2004-05 SP&P document will be rewritten to incorporate rule changes. Districts will be required to submit a completed document with district specific information to the Bureau for approval. This submission will include all components of the document, not just those affected by the rule revisions.
2. How is “referral” defined under the SP&P rule?

(1)(i) Referral is “…the process whereby a written request is made for a formal individual evaluation to determine a student’s eligibility for specially designed instruction and related services.” The student evaluation is the systematic examination of all areas related to the student’s needs.
3. Are screening activities considered as part of the evaluation?
(g) No. Screening is “…a process for ruling out sensory deficits that may interfere with a student’s academic and behavioral progress.” Rule 6A-6.0331(2), FAC, Identification and Determination of Eligibility of Exceptional Students for Specially Designed Instruction, requires that these screenings be conducted prior to submitting a referral for evaluation. Additional information regarding screenings is available in the Implementation Brief for Rule 6A-6.0331.
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