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Questions and Answers

The following questions and answers reflect the most common inquiries and are intended to assist educators in the consistent implementation of the rule. As appropriate, specific citations to Rule 6A-6.03032, FAC, are provided in the responses.

1. When are the procedural safeguards required to be given to parents of children with disabilities ages birth through two years?

(Preamble) The school board’s policies and procedures for procedural safeguards must be set forth in the district’s Policies and Procedures for the Provision of Specially Designed Instruction and Related Services for Exceptional Students (SP&P) document. 
2. When is prior written notice required?

(1) The district must provide prior written notice to a parent within a reasonable time before any proposal or refusal to initiate or change the identification, evaluation, educational placement, or provision of appropriate early intervention services to the child and the child’s family.

3. What information is required to be included in the written notice?
(2) The written notice provided to the parent must include

· a full explanation of the procedural safeguards provided in this rule and in Section 1003.57(5), F.S.

· a description of the action proposed or refused by the district and the reasons for taking the action

· the state complaint procedures, including how to file a complaint with the Department of Health, Children’s Medical Services, the lead agency for this program, and the timelines under those procedures.*
*Resource: The Program Plan and Operations Guide (PPOG) developed by the Department of Health, Children’s Medical Services, Early Steps provides specific guidance as to what constitutes reasonable time and the circumstances under which notice is required.

4. When is parental consent required?

(4) Informed written parental consent must be obtained prior to

· conducting an initial individual evaluation to determine eligibility

· initial provision of early intervention services.

If consent is not given, the district must make reasonable efforts to ensure that the parent is fully aware of the nature of the evaluation and assessment or the services that would be available and that the parent understands that the child will not be able to receive the evaluation and assessment or services unless consent is given.

5. How can disputes be resolved when the parents and the district do not agree?

(6) Parents are provided the opportunity to resolve disputes involving their child through mediation in accordance with procedures established by the lead agency for this program,  the Department to Health, Children’s Medical Services.
(7) The procedures described in subsection (11) of Rule 6A-6.03311, FAC., Procedural Safeguards for Students with Disabilities, must be followed with the exception that the school district may not initiate a hearing to challenge the parents’ decision regarding the placement or the provision of early intervention services for their child.
Parents are also provided the opportunity to file a formal complaint through the Department of Health. The Program Plan and Operations Guide (PPOG) developed by the Department of Health, Children’s Medical Services, Early Steps, www.cms-kids.com, provides specific guidance regarding how to file a complaint, request mediation, or file for due process hearing.
6. Do parents have access to their child’s educational records?
(4) Yes. The parents of a child with a disability are afforded an opportunity to inspect and review their child’s educational records, including all records related to the identification, evaluation, educational placement, and provision of appropriate early intervention services to the child and the child’s family. This right includes the right to have a representative of the parent inspect and review the records.
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