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Rule 6A-6.03029, Florida Administrative Code, Development of Family Support Plans for Children with Disabilities Ages Birth through Five Years 

Questions and Answers

The following questions and answers reflect the most common inquiries and are intended to assist educators in the consistent implementation of this rule. As appropriate, specific citations to Rule 6A-6.03029, FAC, are provided in the responses.

1. What is the difference between the individualized family support plan (IFSP) developed for a Part C child, birth to three years of age, and a family support plan (FSP)?
There is no difference between the IFSP and the FSP. Effective July 1, 2004, the name of the family support plan was officially changed to individualized family support plan (IFSP) by the Department of Health, Children’s Medical Services, which is the lead agency for the Early Steps, Part C Program. Although Rule 6A-6.03029, FAC, references the plan as an FSP, the IFSP is the same document that is used statewide. 

2. Can a school district utilize an individualized family support plan (IFSP) in lieu of an individual educational plan (IEP)?
(2) Yes. At the option of the school district and with written parental consent, a family support plan may be used in lieu of an individual educational plan (IEP) for children with disabilities ages three through five years. Parents must be provided with a detailed explanation of the differences between a family support plan and an IEP. A statement of the specially designed instruction and related services necessary to meet the unique needs of the child and family must be included in the family support plan.

3. Are there any changes in the required participants for each initial meeting and each annual meeting to evaluate the IFSP?
(6)(a)5 The rule contains one change in the participants of the IFSP team for the initial team meeting only. The initial team must have at least two professionals from two different disciplines directly involved in conducting the evaluations and assessments. In subsequent IFSP meetings, the team must involve at least two professionals from two different disciplines. The initial IFSP team, however, may have adjustments in membership contingent on the child/family needs, provider status, etc. The primary service provider may change based on the changing needs of the child or family/caregivers or the focus of the current functional outcomes being addressed. The IFSP team composition remains the same unless needs or concerns change or due to family request.

4. What are “natural environments”?

“Natural environments” refers to the places and activities that are typical and routine for the child and family in question. Early intervention services should be provided to young children in the natural environments to the extent possible and appropriate.
5. When can services to achieve an individualized family support plan outcome be provided in an environment that is not considered the natural environment of the child and family? How would this be documented on the IFSP?
(3)(e) The IFSP must include a statement of the natural environments in which early intervention services or, for children ages three through five years of age, specially designed instruction and related services are to be provided. If the services will be provided in an environment other than the natural environment, there must be a justification statement explaining the reason for that decision. 

Service decisions in early intervention are made during the development of the IFSP. A decision to provide services in places and activities other than those that are typical and routine for the family or child cannot be based on family or provider choice alone. However, if a determination is made by the IFSP team that based on a review of all relevant information regarding the unique needs of the child the child cannot satisfactorily achieve the IFSP outcomes in natural environments, then services could be provided in another environment. 
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