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Rule 6A-6.030281, Florida Administrative Code, Development of Services Plans for Students with Disabilities Enrolled in Private School by their Parents and Provided with Specially Designed Instruction and Related Services by the Local School Board

Questions and Answers
The following questions and responses reflect the most common inquiries and are intended to assist educators in the consistent implementation of the rule. As appropriate, specific citations to Rule 6A-6.030281, FAC, are provided in the responses.

1. What is a services plan (SP), and who needs one?
(Preamble) A services plan (SP) is written in lieu of an individual educational plan (IEP) for students with disabilities enrolled in private school by their parents. Only those students who are designated to receive specially designed instruction and related services by the local school board in consultation with representatives of private school children shall have a services plan. 

2. How does an SP differ from an IEP?

(5) While the requirements regarding the development and implementation of a services plan closely mirror those of an IEP, the SP addresses only the student’s needs with regard to the services the district has agreed to provide. For example, a student may be eligible for programs for students with specific learning disabilities and for students who are speech impaired. If the district will provide speech therapy only and will not address the student’s other academic needs, the SP would only include information regarding the student’s speech needs. 
3. Who participates on the SP team?

(1)(g), (2) A representative of the private school must participate in the SP meeting, either through attendance at the meeting, through individual or conference calls, or through some other means. In addition, the participants of an SP team include the parents of the student; at least one regular education teacher of the student (from the private school); at least one special education teacher of the student; a representative of the school district who is qualified to serve as the LEA representative; an individual who can interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results; or at the discretion of the school districts, the student’s special education teacher may be designated to also serve as the LEA representative; and the student if appropriate. 

4. Is a services plan necessary if there are no direct services being provided to parentally, placed students.
No. Services plans are intended to outline services that meet the direct service needs of individual students enrolled in private schools. However, if the district representatives determine other services would best meet the needs of the students enrolled in the private school, no service plan is required and agreed upon services should be documented by the district.

5. Do parents of parentally placed private school students have a right to procedural safeguards if they dispute the services plan?

Yes, although the safeguards differ from those provided to students with disabilities enrolled in public schools and who are provided services through an IEP. The safeguards are described in Rule 6A-6.03314, FAC, Procedural Safeguards for Students with Disabilities Enrolled in Private Schools by Their Parents. It is important to note that parents are an important member of the service plan team and as a member of the team, will help determine the services to be provided.

6. Are districts required to provide special education and related services at a public school, or may they provide the services on the private school campus or other site?

Decisions about the services to be provided, including the type and location of the services, are made by the district based on consultation with representatives of the private school students with disabilities. Rule 6A-6.03311, FAC, Policies and Procedures for the Provision of Specially Designed Instruction and Related Services for Exceptional Students, requires these services, including location and transportation as needed, be provided in accordance with the IDEA and the implementing regulations at 34 CFR 300.403 and 300.451-300.462.  
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