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Rule 6A-6.03020, Florida Administrative Code, Specially Designed Instruction for Students Who Are Homebound or Hospitalized
Questions and Answers
The following questions and answers reflect the most common inquiries and are intended to assist educators in the consistent implementation of this rule. As appropriate, specific citations to Rule 6A-6.03020, FAC, are provided in the responses.

1. What must be included in the evaluation of a student being considered for the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized?  

(4) The minimum evaluation required to determine eligibility is an annual medical statement from a licensed physician(s). The medical statement must include a description of the disabling condition or diagnosis with any medical implications for instruction. The medical statement must also include a statement that the student is unable to attend school, a plan of treatment, recommendations regarding a plan for reentry to school, and an estimated duration of the condition or a prognosis.
2. How often is a medical statement required for a student served in the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized program?  

(4)(a) The medical statement must be provided at least annually.
3. What about students who are already in the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized? When is an annual medical statement required?
The medical statement should be obtained at the time of the next annual individual educational plan (IEP) meeting or annual review and annually thereafter.
4. What medical professionals are considered licensed physicians for the purpose of this rule? 
(2) The term “licensed physician” as used in this rule is defined in Chapters 458 and 459, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and is one who is qualified to assess the student’s physical or psychiatric condition. Section 458, F.S., references medical doctors (MD) and Section 459, F.S., references osteopathic physicians (DO).

5. May an advanced registered nurse practitioner (ARNP) or a physician’s assistant  (PA) sign the required medical statement for purposes of eligibility?

Yes. An ARNP or PA working for a physician licensed under the authority of Sections 458 or 459, F.S., may sign the medical statement. The name of the licensed physician must also be noted on this statement, in addition to the signature of the ARNP or PA. However, in this case, the licensed physician’s signature is not required.

6. If a student who has been evaluated by a licensed health professional other than those referenced in Sections 458 or 459, F.S., (e.g., chiropractic physician) is currently being served in the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized, may the student remain in the program?

Yes. However, if a future medical statement is required, that statement must be obtained from a physician who is licensed under Sections 458 or 459, F.S. Annual medical statements are now required; see questions 1-3.
7. May an out-of-state physician sign the medical statement?

(2) No, unless the physician is also licensed to practice within the state of Florida under the authority of the statutes previously referenced.

8. May the school district require that a student who is being considered for the hospital/homebound program due to a psychiatric condition be evaluated by a psychiatrist?

(4)(a) Yes. The district may require that an evaluation be conducted by a psychiatrist. However, such an evaluation must be provided at no cost to the parent. 

9. If a physician who is currently serving the child charges a parent a fee for completing the medical statement, does this financial obligation fall to the parent?

No. This would be considered part of the student’s evaluation to determine eligibility for the hospital/homebound program. In accordance with the provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), evaluations must be conducted at no cost to a parent.

10. How long must a student be absent from school to be considered for eligibility in the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized?

(3)  A student may be considered for eligibility for the program if the student is expected to be absent from school due to a physical or psychiatric condition for at least 15 school days or the equivalent on a block schedule, or due to a chronic condition for at least 15 school days, or the equivalent on a block schedule, which need not run consecutively. Districts will have to determine on a school-by-school basis, depending on the type of block scheduling utilized, what time period is equivalent to 15 school days. 

11. Must a formal IEP team meeting be held to develop an IEP for a student to be served through the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized?
(6) Yes. The IEP must be developed in accordance with Rule 6A-6.03028, Development of Individual Educational Plans for Students with Disabilities, FAC.

12. What is meant by the statement that an “open uninterrupted telecommunication link” must be provided at no additional cost to the parent?

(7)(c) When the IEP team determines that instruction is by telecommunications or computer devices, an open, uninterrupted telecommunication link must be provided at no additional cost to the parent. 
If the IEP team determines that instruction will be provided through a telecommunication link, then the parent cannot incur additional expense for such a service. In the circumstance where the parent already has a telecommunication line and has agreed that this line may be used for instruction, then the district would not incur any cost. However, if the parent does not agree to have the existing line used, does not have a telecommunication line, or additional costs would be incurred because of the instructional use planned, then the district is obligated to assume related costs. 
13. Can instruction for a student who is served under the program for students who are homebound or hospitalized be provided in a setting other than the home or hospital?
Unique circumstances may dictate the need for instruction to occur outside the hospital or home setting. Districts must make such decisions on an individual basis, and the justification for this decision must be documented in the student’s IEP.
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