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Counseling as a Related Service 

Rationale 

Educators and service providers throughout Florida are working collaboratively to ensure that 
schools and school districts make counseling services available to special education students. 
This technical assistance paper (TAP) addresses the Department of Education’s goal of seam-
OHVV�DUWLFXODWLRQ�DQG�PD[LPXP�DFFHVV�DQG�LV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�2IÀFH�RI�6SHFLDO�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�
3URJUDPV��26(3��FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�UHFHLYHG�-XO\����������UHJDUGLQJ�ÀQGLQJV�RI�QRQFRPSOLDQFH� 
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�SV\FKRORJLFDO�FRXQVHOLQJ�VHUYLFHV�WR�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV���6SH­
FLÀFDOO\��WKURXJK�LWV�PRQLWRULQJ�RI�)ORULGD·V�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV� 
(GXFDWLRQ�$FW��,'($���26(3�IRXQG�WKDW�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV�LQ�)ORULGD�IDLOHG�WR�SURYLGH�SV\FKRORJL­
FDO�FRXQVHOLQJ�DV�D�UHODWHG�VHUYLFH�WR�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKR�QHHG�WKDW�VHUYLFH�WR�EHQHÀW� 
IURP�VSHFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�7LWOH�����6HFWLRQV��������E��DQG� 
���������&RGH�RI�)HGHUDO�5HJXODWLRQV��&)5����7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�7$3�LV�WR�FODULI\�WKH�QDWXUH�RI� 
and need to provide counseling as a related service for students who exhibit emotional or behav-
LRU�GLVRUGHUV�DQG�WR�GRFXPHQW�WKRVH�VHUYLFHV�RQ�WKH�VWXGHQW·V�LQGLYLGXDO�HGXFDWLRQDO�SODQ��,(3��� 

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKR�KDYH�HPRWLRQDO�DQG�RU�EHKDYLRUDO�LVVXHV�ZKLFK�LPSDFW�WKHLU�OHDUQ­
LQJ�PD\�QHHG�FRXQVHOLQJ�DV�D�UHODWHG�VHUYLFH�WR�HQVXUH�DGHTXDWH�DFDGHPLF�HQJDJHG�WLPH���,(3� 
teams should consider the student’s presenting behavior on a case-by-case basis to determine 
LI�FRXQVHOLQJ�LV�UHTXLUHG���,I�FRXQVHOLQJ�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�EH�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQW�WR�UHFHLYH� 
D�IUHH�DQG�DSSURSULDWH�SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ��)$3(���LW�VKRXOG�EH�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKH�VWXGHQW·V�,(3�DQG� 
documented as a related service. 

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�HGXFDWHG�WR�WKH�JUHDWHVW�H[WHQW�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�ZLWKRXW� 
GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�OHDVW�UHVWULFWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW���,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV� 
have the opportunity to be educated in a climate that is conducive to their educational prog-
UHVV���7KHUHIRUH��VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�VKRXOG�OHDUQ�LQ�HQYLURQPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�ZHOO�PDQDJHG�� 
ZKHUH�VWUHVV�DQG�DQ[LHW\�DUH�PLQLPL]HG��ZKHUH�IHOORZ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�VXSSRUWLYH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG� 
WKHLU�QHHGV��ZKHUH�SDUHQWV�DUH�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG��DQG�ZKHUH�VSHFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV�DUH�LQWH­
JUDWHG�ZHOO�ZLWK�JHQHUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV���&RXQVHOLQJ�VHUYLFHV��WKHUHIRUH��LQFOXGH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ� 
UHJDUGLQJ�FODVVURRP�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�GLVFLSOLQH�SURJUDPV�ZKHQ�LW�WDUJHWV�LQGLYLGXDO�VWXGHQWV��VRFLDO� 
VNLOOV�WUDLQLQJ�IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�VWXGHQWV��FODVVURRP�EDVHG�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�WKDW�SURPRWH�XQGHUVWDQG­
LQJ�RI�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�KHDOWK�UHODWHG�GLVRUGHUV��DQG�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�RI�UHJXODU�DQG�VSHFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ� 
SURJUDPV��H�J���PDQDJHPHQW�GLVFLSOLQH�SURJUDPV�� 

REFER QUESTIONS TO: 

Lee Clark 
ESE Program Development & Services 
325 W. Gaines St., Room 601 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 
/HH�&ODUN#ÀGRH�RUJ 
850/245-0478 

John L. Winn, Commissioner 

TECHNICALASSISTANCE PAPERS  (TAPs) are produced periodically by the 
Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services to present discussion 
of current topics. The TAPs may be used for inservice sessions, technical 
assistance visits, parent organization meetings, or interdisciplinary discussion
JURXSV��7RSLFV�DUH�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�VWDWH�VWHHULQJ�FRPPLWWHHV��GLVWULFW�SHUVRQQHO�� 
and individuals, or from program compliance monitoring. 
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