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Trends in Discipline and the Decline in the Use of Corporal Punishment, 2009-10
Introduction

Corporal punishment is defined by Florida Statutes as the moderate use of physical force or physical contact by a teacher or principal to maintain discipline or to enforce school rules. The school board shall have the authority to prohibit the use of corporal punishment, provided that the school board adopts or has adopted a written program of alternative control or discipline (s. 1006.07(1), Florida Statutes).

Over the past twenty years, the use of corporal punishment by Florida school districts has drastically decreased (see Figure 1 below). For the 2009-10 school year, there were 3,661 students receiving corporal punishment, compared to 33,188 in 1989-90. 

In 2009-10, 30 school districts reported students receiving corporal punishment. In 1989-90, 60 school districts administered corporal punishment. (Note that these figures reflect the number of students receiving the discipline.) In 1994-95, sixteen districts reported no use of corporal punishment. Since then, districts have steadily reported fewer students receiving corporal punishment. 

Figure 1: Corporal Punishment versus In-School and Out-of-School Suspensions
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Data Sources
Data for this publication were taken from the Florida Department of Education Student Information Database, Survey 5 data, as of March 5, 2011.

Discipline by Race

The charts below reflect the racial breakdown within each disciplinary action.
Figure 2: Corporal Punishment, 2009-10
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Figure 3: In-School Suspension, 2009-10
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Figure 4: Out-of-School Suspension, 2009-10
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Figure 5: Expulsion, 2009-10
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District-level counts of students receiving disciplinary action by gender within race are available at http://www.fldoe.org/eias/eiaspubs/xls/discipline0910.xls.  

Table 1: Student Discipline Data, 2009-10
	
	
	Suspensions
	
	
	

	District
	Out-of-School*
	In-School*
	Corporal Punishment*
	Expulsions*
	Membership

	1
	ALACHUA
	2,884
	0
	1
	0
	27,757

	2
	BAKER
	334
	102
	36
	27
	5,050

	3
	BAY
	2,612
	2,896
	4
	1
	25,893

	4
	BRADFORD
	362
	462
	0
	1
	3,275

	5
	BREVARD
	7,990
	3,203
	0
	52
	72,402

	6
	BROWARD
	10,274
	24,012
	0
	2
	256,175

	7
	CALHOUN
	53
	230
	120
	0
	2,233

	8
	CHARLOTTE
	1,396
	2,120
	0
	11
	16,935

	9
	CITRUS
	1,549
	2,324
	0
	28
	16,083

	10
	CLAY
	3,074
	5,507
	133
	17
	35,998

	11
	COLLIER
	2,391
	3,795
	0
	0
	42,714

	12
	COLUMBIA
	1,376
	1,450
	0
	2
	10,096

	13
	DADE
	24,041
	30,750
	0
	0
	345,766

	14
	DESOTO
	195
	0
	28
	6
	4,989

	15
	DIXIE
	165
	272
	45
	4
	2,110

	16
	DUVAL
	12,879
	17,264
	0
	0
	122,649

	17
	ESCAMBIA
	4,901
	4,283
	0
	0
	40,610

	18
	FLAGLER
	1,155
	1,670
	0
	1
	13,138

	19
	FRANKLIN
	128
	355
	11
	0
	1,295

	20
	GADSDEN
	1,256
	391
	0
	31
	6,331

	21
	GILCHRIST
	254
	382
	113
	6
	2,737

	22
	GLADES
	116
	275
	7
	1
	1,429

	23
	GULF
	162
	317
	133
	0
	2,031

	24
	HAMILTON
	333
	339
	13
	9
	1,818

	25
	HARDEE
	317
	75
	91
	6
	5,032

	26
	HENDRY
	1,030
	502
	175
	0
	6,902

	27
	HERNANDO
	2,550
	3,783
	0
	5
	22,893

	28
	HIGHLANDS
	1,103
	2,654
	30
	3
	12,141

	29
	HILLSBOROUGH
	12,836
	28,516
	0
	51
	193,239

	30
	HOLMES
	173
	85
	296
	1
	3,382

	31
	INDIAN RIVER
	1,742
	1,246
	0
	6
	17,750

	32
	JACKSON
	866
	824
	480
	5
	7,337

	33
	JEFFERSON
	179
	241
	1
	1
	1,192

	34
	LAFAYETTE
	88
	170
	0
	1
	1,163

	35
	LAKE
	4,506
	1,677
	0
	34
	41,099

	36
	LEE
	6,906
	10,018
	0
	12
	80,470

	37
	LEON
	2,492
	2,287
	0
	2
	32,708

	38
	LEVY
	541
	1,060
	104
	2
	5,929

	39
	LIBERTY
	33
	26
	43
	0
	1,497

	40
	MADISON
	349
	646
	230
	0
	2,736

	41
	MANATEE
	5,599
	4,982
	0
	0
	42,922

	42
	MARION
	5,736
	3,934
	197
	5
	42,040

	43
	MARTIN
	1,530
	613
	0
	0
	18,024

	44
	MONROE
	474
	952
	0
	0
	8,278

	45
	NASSAU
	643
	1,051
	29
	1
	11,116

	46
	OKALOOSA
	2,418
	637
	0
	2
	28,887

	47
	OKEECHOBEE
	897
	1,159
	2
	31
	6,963

	48
	ORANGE
	16,187
	14,659
	0
	29
	173,021

	49
	OSCEOLA
	6,625
	3,511
	0
	30
	52,142

	50
	PALM BEACH
	16,042
	13,122
	0
	0
	173,025

	51
	PASCO
	5,309
	8,083
	0
	9
	67,143

	52
	PINELLAS
	7,794
	12,022
	0
	24
	105,176

	53
	POLK
	12,617
	6,562
	0
	14
	94,577

	54
	PUTNAM
	1,338
	974
	0
	8
	11,418

	55
	ST. JOHNS
	2,050
	1,717
	0
	0
	29,822

	56
	ST. LUCIE
	4,486
	0
	0
	11
	38,930

	57
	SANTA ROSA
	1,401
	1,836
	351
	3
	25,667

	58
	SARASOTA
	3,242
	3,167
	0
	75
	41,281

	59
	SEMINOLE
	4,810
	4,363
	0
	48
	64,460

	60
	SUMTER
	844
	998
	0
	13
	7,554

	61
	SUWANNEE
	598
	926
	206
	2
	6,129

	62
	TAYLOR
	546
	782
	0
	0
	3,179

	63
	UNION
	190
	411
	114
	0
	2,339

	64
	VOLUSIA
	6,961
	8,818
	0
	0
	62,329

	65
	WAKULLA
	356
	915
	142
	5
	5,244

	66
	WALTON
	536
	740
	287
	1
	7,114

	67
	WASHINGTON
	280
	532
	239
	0
	3,486

	68
	DEAF/BLIND
	15
	23
	0
	0
	641

	72
	FAU LAB SCH
	49
	52
	0
	0
	2,113

	73
	FSU CHTR SCH
	37
	111
	0
	2
	2,355

	74
	FAMU LAB SCH
	46
	2
	0
	3
	544

	75
	UF LAB SCH
	51
	60
	0
	0
	1,139

	
	FLORIDA
	225,298
	253,923
	3,661
	644
	2,634,382


*These figures reflect the number of students receiving the discipline within the discipline category.
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