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Introduction

Students who are absent 21 or more days in a school year miss more than a month of school days. Over the past three years, the statewide rate for students who have been absent 21 or more days has slightly increased (see Figure 1 below). For the 2009-10 school year, the rate for students absent 21 or more days was 9.9 percent. 

In 2009-10, 40 school districts reported rates of students absent 21 or more days greater than or equal to the state rate. In both 2008-09 and 2007-08, 40 school districts reported rates greater than or equal to the state’s.  

Figure 1: Students Absent 21 or More Days, Statewide Rate, 2007-08 to 2009-10
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Data Sources
Data for this publication were taken from the Florida Department of Education Student Information Database, Survey 5 data, as of April 25, 2011.
School-level rates for 2009-10 are available at http://www.fldoe.org/eias/eiaspubs/xls/absent0910.xls.  Rates for prior years are reported in the Florida School Indicators Report (http://www.fldoe.org/eias/eiaspubs/0809fsir.asp).   
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Table 1: Students Absent 21 or More Days by District, 2009-10
	District
	Total All-Year Membership
	# Absent 21+ Days
	% Absent 21+ Days

	1
	ALACHUA
	32,601
	3,532
	10.8%

	2
	BAKER
	5,676
	723
	12.7%

	3
	BAY
	30,009
	3,861
	12.9%

	4
	BRADFORD
	3,712
	680
	18.3%

	5
	BREVARD
	81,906
	4,528
	5.5%

	6
	BROWARD
	287,935
	36,326
	12.6%

	7
	CALHOUN
	2,459
	347
	14.1%

	8
	CHARLOTTE
	19,434
	2,062
	10.6%

	9
	CITRUS
	18,518
	1,836
	9.9%

	10
	CLAY
	40,341
	3,432
	8.5%

	11
	COLLIER
	48,413
	3,626
	7.5%

	12
	COLUMBIA
	11,406
	1,414
	12.4%

	13
	DADE
	388,232
	32,489
	8.4%

	14
	DESOTO
	6,052
	659
	10.9%

	15
	DIXIE
	2,487
	449
	18.1%

	16
	DUVAL
	144,655
	9,985
	6.9%

	17
	ESCAMBIA
	52,727
	5,798
	11.0%

	18
	FLAGLER
	15,398
	448
	2.9%

	19
	FRANKLIN
	1,326
	83
	6.3%

	20
	GADSDEN
	7,593
	829
	10.9%

	21
	GILCHRIST
	3,161
	204
	6.5%

	22
	GLADES
	1,601
	241
	15.1%

	23
	GULF
	2,226
	206
	9.3%

	24
	HAMILTON
	2,144
	366
	17.1%

	25
	HARDEE
	5,737
	458
	8.0%

	26
	HENDRY
	7,834
	1,302
	16.6%

	27
	HERNANDO
	25,711
	4,476
	17.4%

	28
	HIGHLANDS
	13,632
	1,398
	10.3%

	29
	HILLSBOROUGH
	223,242
	28,917
	13.0%

	30
	HOLMES
	3,857
	358
	9.3%

	31
	INDIAN RIVER
	21,317
	2,369
	11.1%

	32
	JACKSON
	8,295
	1,280
	15.4%

	33
	JEFFERSON
	1,355
	168
	12.4%

	34
	LAFAYETTE
	1,296
	67
	5.2%

	35
	LAKE
	47,015
	4,645
	9.9%

	36
	LEE
	95,808
	9,679
	10.1%

	37
	LEON
	38,614
	4,101
	10.6%

	38
	LEVY
	7,176
	822
	11.5%

	39
	LIBERTY
	1,743
	159
	9.1%

	40
	MADISON
	3,174
	397
	12.5%

	41
	MANATEE
	49,523
	5,914
	11.9%

	42
	MARION
	52,296
	6,086
	11.6%

	43
	MARTIN
	20,171
	1,560
	7.7%

	44
	MONROE
	9,396
	924
	9.8%

	45
	NASSAU
	12,326
	1,243
	10.1%

	46
	OKALOOSA
	33,576
	2,643
	7.9%

	47
	OKEECHOBEE
	8,363
	948
	11.3%

	48
	ORANGE
	203,665
	19,002
	9.3%

	49
	OSCEOLA
	62,840
	6,052
	9.6%

	50
	PALM BEACH
	198,351
	13,133
	6.6%

	51
	PASCO
	79,161
	8,508
	10.7%

	52
	PINELLAS
	122,907
	16,627
	13.5%

	53
	POLK
	113,105
	10,162
	9.0%

	54
	PUTNAM
	12,875
	2,172
	16.9%

	55
	ST. JOHNS
	32,618
	1,857
	5.7%

	56
	ST. LUCIE
	46,596
	7,188
	15.4%

	57
	SANTA ROSA
	28,418
	2,641
	9.3%

	58
	SARASOTA
	46,623
	3,172
	6.8%

	59
	SEMINOLE
	72,843
	4,771
	6.5%

	60
	SUMTER
	8,628
	708
	8.2%

	61
	SUWANNEE
	6,844
	776
	11.3%

	62
	TAYLOR
	3,532
	1,017
	28.8%

	63
	UNION
	2,690
	92
	3.4%

	64
	VOLUSIA
	72,892
	8,177
	11.2%

	65
	WAKULLA
	5,791
	820
	14.2%

	66
	WALTON
	8,089
	760
	9.4%

	67
	WASHINGTON
	3,904
	414
	10.6%

	68
	DEAF/BLIND
	731
	20
	2.7%

	69
	DOZIER/OKEE
	536
	4
	0.7%

	71
	FL VIRTUAL
	109
	1
	0.9%

	72
	FAU LAB SCH
	2,195
	130
	5.9%

	73
	FSU CHTR SCH
	2,393
	85
	3.6%

	74
	FAMU LAB SCH
	568
	0
	0.0%

	75
	UF LAB SCH
	1,177
	55
	4.7%

	
	FLORIDA
	3,041,550
	302,382
	9.9%
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