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Introduction

Data on students new to Florida’s public schools provide important information on potential demographic trends in the state’s student population. These data can also be analyzed to determine whether new students are more likely than the existing student population to have special needs (e.g., disabilities, English Language Learners), necessitating additional funding or adjustments to the allocation of other educational resources. New students are defined as prekindergarten through twelfth grade students who were last enrolled in a public school in another US state, commonwealth, or territory; who were last enrolled a private school or home education in another district or US state, commonwealth, or territory; who enter from another country; or who enter prekindergarten or kindergarten for the first time. The latter group comprises the majority (62.6 percent) of new entries.
In the 2001-02 school year, the department implemented additional entry codes to more easily determine how many students were new to Florida’s public schools. In 2003-04 these entry codes were refined to more accurately determine the new students’ locations before entering Florida’s public school system. For fall 2010, there were 293,877 students new to Florida’s public schools, representing 11.1 percent of the state’s total fall student membership (2,643,396). Among Florida’s 67 school districts, Miami-Dade County had the most new students (37,689), accounting for 12.8 percent of all new students, and Jefferson County had the fewest new students (123).

Growth in Hispanic Representation

Figure 1 shows the racial classification of students new to Florida’s public schools in fall 2010. While white students constituted the largest percentage of Florida’s new students, a comparison of new students with the total student population by race indicates that the greatest proportional growth from new students is occurring in the Hispanic student population. Table 1 further illustrates this growth.

Figure 1: New Students by Race, Fall 2010
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Table 1: Comparison of New Students with Total Membership by Race, Fall 2010
	 
	Total PK-12 Students
	Percent PK-12
	Total New PK-12 Students
	Percent New PK-12
	Percent Points Difference in Representation

	White
	1,137,859
	43.1%
	124,676
	43.8%
	0.7

	Black/African American
	607,130
	23.0%
	59,227
	20.8%
	-2.2

	Hispanic/Latino
	740,844
	28.0%
	82,136
	28.9%
	0.9

	Asian
	64,902
	2.5%
	7,776
	2.7%
	0.2

	American Indian/Alaska Native
	10,493
	0.4%
	916
	0.3%
	-0.1

	Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
	2,979
	0.1%
	576
	0.2%
	0.1

	Two or More Races
	79,189
	3.0%
	9,039
	3.2%
	0.2


Economic, English Language Learners, and Disability Status of New Students

Table 2 compares the percentage of new students to the percentage of all students eligible for free/reduced-price lunch, English Language Learners (ELL) (students eligible for ESOL programs), and students having disabilities. Eligibility for free/reduced-price lunch can be used as an indicator of students’ economic status.

Table 2: Percentage of New Students Compared to Percentage of All Students by FRL, ELL, and ESE Status,    Fall 2010
	Category
	Percentage of New Students
	Percentage of State Total

	Students Eligible for Free/Reduced-Price Lunch
	52.8%
	56.0%

	English Language Learners
	16.8%
	9.0%

	Students with Disabilities

(Gifted Excluded)
	6.7%
	13.7%


New Students by Grade Level

Prekindergarten and kindergarten had the largest proportion of new students in fall 2010, accounting for 62.6 percent of all new students in grades PK-12. After these entry-level grades, ninth grade exhibited the largest percentage of new students, with 5.2 percent of all new students. The reason for this is uncertain. Each new student’s reason for entering is unique, but contributing factors could include a smaller number of private schools serving grades nine through twelve than those serving lower grades or students from private or home education seeking particular academic programs or extracurricular activities.
Table 3: New Students by Grade, Fall 2010
	Grade
	Percent of Total
	Grade
	Percent of Total

	PK
	11.9%
	6TH
	3.1%

	KG
	50.7%
	7TH
	3.0%

	1ST
	3.5%
	8TH
	3.0%

	2ND
	3.2%
	9TH
	5.2%

	3RD
	3.0%
	10TH
	3.2%

	4TH
	3.0%
	11TH
	2.7%

	5TH
	2.8%
	12TH
	1.8%


Native Languages

Florida’s new students represent many diverse populations and nationalities. The most commonly reported non-English native languages of new students are Spanish, Haitian-Creole, Portuguese, Arabic, and Vietnamese. Other common languages include French, Creole, Chinese, Russian, and Tagalog. In all, more than 180 native languages are represented in the new student population.

Table 4: Total Students New to Florida Schools by Race, Fall 2010
	District
	White
	Black or African American
	Hispanic/Latino
	Am. Ind. Or Alaska Native
	Asian
	Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
	Two or More Races
	Total

	1
	ALACHUA
	1,509
	845
	290
	8
	3
	0
	346
	3,001

	2
	BAKER
	379
	37
	9
	3
	1
	0
	11
	440

	3
	BAY
	2,504
	436
	148
	10
	72
	1
	128
	3,299

	4
	BRADFORD
	258
	52
	5
	0
	6
	1
	11
	333

	5
	BREVARD
	4,453
	979
	814
	26
	190
	9
	472
	6,943

	6
	BROWARD
	6,764
	8,802
	6,536
	71
	903
	34
	554
	23,664

	7
	CALHOUN
	151
	23
	13
	0
	2
	0
	14
	203

	8
	CHARLOTTE
	1,286
	157
	234
	6
	38
	6
	71
	1,798

	9
	CITRUS
	1,238
	68
	116
	3
	31
	1
	61
	1,518

	10
	CLAY
	2,758
	586
	425
	6
	92
	7
	157
	4,031

	11
	COLLIER
	1,711
	477
	1,852
	24
	39
	5
	59
	4,167

	12
	COLUMBIA
	779
	232
	70
	5
	19
	0
	55
	1,160

	13
	DADE
	3,389
	8,269
	24,992
	51
	453
	22
	433
	37,609

	14
	DESOTO
	272
	42
	166
	1
	4
	0
	5
	490

	15
	DIXIE
	201
	8
	13
	0
	2
	0
	5
	229

	16
	DUVAL
	5,880
	6,015
	1,478
	36
	564
	47
	579
	14,599

	17
	ESCAMBIA
	2,347
	1,377
	276
	28
	111
	14
	295
	4,448

	18
	FLAGLER
	973
	198
	167
	8
	39
	4
	69
	1,458

	19
	FRANKLIN
	113
	22
	9
	0
	2
	0
	4
	150

	20
	GADSDEN
	32
	454
	155
	2
	1
	3
	10
	657

	21
	GILCHRIST
	234
	8
	15
	0
	1
	0
	10
	268

	22
	GLADES
	64
	16
	70
	26
	5
	0
	3
	184

	23
	GULF
	171
	24
	5
	0
	2
	0
	11
	213

	24
	HAMILTON
	89
	67
	47
	0
	1
	0
	8
	212

	25
	HARDEE
	177
	22
	345
	2
	9
	0
	6
	561

	26
	HENDRY
	153
	105
	446
	5
	3
	0
	4
	716

	27
	HERNANDO
	1,686
	181
	418
	8
	40
	7
	97
	2,437

	28
	HIGHLANDS
	643
	177
	447
	0
	24
	1
	37
	1,329

	29
	HILLSBOROUGH
	8,517
	4,036
	6,990
	83
	820
	46
	830
	21,322

	30
	HOLMES
	316
	11
	9
	0
	1
	1
	10
	348

	31
	INDIAN RIVER
	1,209
	271
	364
	7
	29
	5
	72
	1,957

	32
	JACKSON
	409
	197
	44
	0
	15
	1
	29
	695

	33
	JEFFERSON
	52
	58
	5
	0
	1
	0
	4
	120

	34
	LAFAYETTE
	91
	10
	21
	0
	1
	0
	4
	127

	35
	LAKE
	2,434
	558
	872
	23
	104
	6
	136
	4,133

	36
	LEE
	4,032
	1,001
	2,826
	10
	162
	19
	217
	8,267

	37
	LEON
	1,823
	1,334
	182
	6
	183
	7
	113
	3,648

	38
	LEVY
	427
	70
	41
	0
	4
	2
	17
	561

	39
	LIBERTY
	92
	17
	15
	0
	0
	0
	1
	125

	40
	MADISON
	146
	137
	12
	2
	0
	0
	2
	299

	41
	MANATEE
	2,821
	643
	1,551
	3
	119
	3
	172
	5,312

	42
	MARION
	2,728
	791
	894
	24
	87
	6
	222
	4,752

	43
	MARTIN
	1,073
	139
	446
	2
	30
	0
	39
	1,729

	44
	MONROE
	513
	82
	286
	2
	15
	2
	37
	937

	45
	NASSAU
	1,129
	82
	73
	6
	12
	2
	54
	1,358

	46
	OKALOOSA
	2,934
	456
	246
	19
	81
	13
	271
	4,020

	47
	OKEECHOBEE
	383
	30
	159
	8
	9
	0
	12
	601

	48
	ORANGE
	6,507
	5,425
	7,489
	39
	922
	63
	374
	20,819

	49
	OSCEOLA
	1,847
	769
	3,397
	13
	165
	12
	117
	6,320

	50
	PALM BEACH
	7,359
	4,973
	5,285
	103
	601
	93
	560
	18,974

	51
	PASCO
	4,665
	397
	1,324
	23
	197
	17
	289
	6,912

	52
	PINELLAS
	6,120
	1,671
	1,547
	34
	420
	44
	351
	10,187

	53
	POLK
	5,013
	1,903
	3,004
	41
	240
	16
	247
	10,464

	54
	PUTNAM
	696
	278
	177
	2
	9
	2
	51
	1,215

	55
	ST. JOHNS
	2,476
	168
	174
	13
	43
	8
	215
	3,097

	56
	ST. LUCIE
	2,828
	328
	756
	19
	100
	6
	183
	4,220

	57
	SANTA ROSA
	3,902
	991
	1,601
	27
	323
	15
	275
	7,134

	58
	SARASOTA
	2,973
	224
	298
	4
	132
	10
	78
	3,719

	59
	SEMINOLE
	1,569
	1,051
	987
	19
	75
	7
	124
	3,832

	60
	SUMTER
	539
	100
	129
	4
	17
	0
	32
	821

	61
	SUWANNEE
	441
	87
	86
	2
	14
	1
	31
	662

	62
	TAYLOR
	256
	60
	11
	2
	2
	0
	8
	339

	63
	UNION
	170
	21
	2
	0
	0
	0
	5
	198

	64
	VOLUSIA
	4,284
	897
	1,028
	28
	153
	6
	247
	6,643

	65
	WAKULLA
	396
	31
	12
	3
	1
	0
	17
	460

	66
	WALTON
	772
	48
	88
	5
	11
	1
	38
	963

	67
	WASHINGTON
	293
	47
	16
	9
	6
	0
	13
	384

	68
	DEAF/BLIND
	10
	3
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	18

	69
	DOZIER/OKEE
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	72
	FAU LAB SCH
	88
	41
	55
	2
	6
	0
	9
	201

	73
	FSU CHTR SCH
	87
	58
	52
	0
	5
	0
	10
	212

	74
	FAMU LAB SCH
	1
	42
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	43

	75
	UF LAB SCH
	40
	11
	16
	0
	4
	0
	8
	79

	
	FLORIDA
	124,676
	59,227
	82,136
	916
	7,776
	576
	9,039
	284,346


Source: FDOE Student Database as of May 27, 2011
Florida Department of Education
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