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The purpose of the Florida Voluntary
Prekindergarten (VPK) Assessment is to provide
teachers with valid and reliable feedback
regarding children’s progress in attaining the
skills in the VPK Education Standards, so that
teachers may use this information to inform
Instructional decisions in the VPK classroom.
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Ccurrent

d Predictors of Early Literacy
Alphabet knowledge
Phonological Processing
Writing/writing name
Phonological short term memory
Rapid naming tasks (letters/digits)
Rapid naming tasks (objects/colors)

- 2008 National Early Literacy Panel (NELP) Findings



Historical Baclkground

It was determined by the Department that the
Florida VPK Assessment would be designed

to:

*reflect current research on emergent literacy and numeracy

=align with the VPK Education Standards

=predict student performance on the Florida Assessments for
Instruction in Reading for Kindergarten and

*provide teacher’s with valid and reliable feedback regarding
children’s progress in attaining these specific skills so that
teachers may use this information to customize instruction

to meet the needs of each child.



Description of the Florida
VPK Assessment

The content for the three early literacy measures
was decided by identifying the best predictors of
later reading success.

Print knowledge, phonological awareness, and oral
language/vocabulary are the best predictors for
conventional early reading ability.



Description of the Florida
VPK Assessment (continued)

The content for the early mathematics measure
was decided by identifying the best predictors
of later mathematics success.

Number sense I1s one of the best known informal
predictors of formal mathematics ability.



Assessment Measures

1. Print Knowledge
2. Phonological Awareness
3. Mathematics

4. Oral Language/Vocabulary



General Administration
Procedures

O Assessment measures must be
administered In this order:
=Print Knowledge
mPhonological Awareness
sMathematics
=Oral Language/Vocabulary

o All items In each assessment measure are
administered



Multiple choice items

Free response items



Description of
Multiple Choice [te

( D

O The child is asked a question and shown
four choices on the appropriate page Iin
the assessment binder.

O Then the child Is required to point to the
choice (e.qg., picture, letter, word) he/she

thinks Is correct.



Example of
Multiple Choice [tem

Script: Look at these pictures. Shoe. Goat. Pig.
Apple. Point to the picture of the pig.

T

The child would see this page.




Description of
Free Response [tems

O The child is asked a question and required
to give a verbal response.

O The only way to receive an answer on the
free response items is for the child to

respond verbally.



Example of
Free Response [tem

Script: What letter makes the /m/ sound?

The child would see this blank page.



Print Knowledge (PK)
Measure

0 Assesses the child’s ability to:
= recognize letters or words

= demonstrate knowledge of letter names (both
upper and lower case)

= recognize sounds letters make

There are a total of 12 assessment items
plus two practice items.
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Phonological Awareness (PA)
Vieasure

0O Awareness of the different sounds In a word.

0O Assesses the child’s ability to:

= blend (put together) a word if it is broken up into
smaller sounds or syllables

= to blend a compound word

= recognize the remaining word when part of the
original/stimulus word is taken away.

There are a total of 14 assessment items
plus 2 practice items.
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Mathematics Measure

O Assesses early numeracy skKills across
three different areas:

= counting
= numerical relations
= arithmetic reasoning

There are no practice items and
a total of 13 assessment items.
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Oral Language/Vocabulary
(OL/V) Measure

OAssesses the child’s:
mreceptive language and expressive
language
smtargets the child’s knowledge of adjectives,

verb tenses, prepositions, and nouns and
their functions

There are a total of 22 assessment items in AP1,
23 assessment items in AP2 and AP3
and NO practice items.

17



VPIK Assessment Online
Reporting System




VPK Assessment Online Reporting
System - Provider Profile Tab
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VPK Assessment Online Reporting
System — Assessment Measures Tab
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VPK Assessment Online Reporting
System — Assessment Data Tab
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VPK Assessment Online Reporting
System — Assessment Reports Tab

—3

!




VPK Assessment Online Reporting
System — Sample Report

Florida Department of Education
VPK Assessment Online Reporting System

Classroom Level Measure Report by Child -Sorted

WFHK Center : BOS0001 - TestWPK Center
003

. Johiminy

Frogram Yeararnd Type : 2009 -10 School-Year

Bezezsment Measure ;: Print Knowledge Classroom :

fBsses=ment Period : Aesessment Perod -1 Sort Order : Aecanding




VPK Assessment Online Reporting
System — Customizing VPK Instruction Tab
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VIPK Assessiment:
Timeline

O Timeline

A total of 180 public and non-public school VPK
teachers from across the state, administered
the VPK Assessment for AP1: October 3 —
November 4, 2009

Public and non-public school VPK teachers
engaged in the field test, were trained to
administer the VPK Assessment for AP2:
January 7 — 28, 2010

Assessment Period 2 (AP2): February 8-19,
2010

Assessment Period 3 (AP3): End of April, 2010



VIPK Assessiment:
Timeline

O Timeline

= Preliminary Report of Field Test — Summer
2010

m Finalize Assessment Items and Administration
— Summer/Fall 2010

= Statewide Implementation — Fall 2010

= Continue Technical Analyses Related to
Alignment with the Florida Assessments for
Instruction in Reading (FAIR-K)



VIPK Assessiment:
Next Steps

O Statewide Implementation Plan
= Production and Availability of VPK Assessment
= Review and Revise Online Reporting System

= Decision Rules Regarding Access to
Child/Class/Provider/Coalition-level Data

= Development and Delivery of Training



Contact Information

Florida Department of Education
Office of Early Learning

1-866-447-1159
earlylearning@fldoe.org
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