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November 14, 2007

MEMORANDUM #07-37

TO:

Early Learning Coalition Executive Directors

FROM:
Shan Goff, Executive Director, Office of Early Learning

SUBJECT:
Special Legislative Session – Technical Revision

2007-08 Budget Year for the Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program

Funding for the Florida VPK Education Program is based on estimated enrollments with an applied estimated ‘payout factor’.  The payout factor is used to recognize that not all VPK students will attend the entire program and will not justify the entire base student allocation.

During the Special Session for Budget Reductions, the child enrollment estimates for fiscal year 2007-2008 were updated.  The updated enrollment estimates justify a reduced appropriation and a lower payout factor. The total budget appropriated for VPK was changed from $372,529,462 to $350,446,171.  The payout factor changed from 94.61% to 89.00%.

This technical revision, to the appropriation and payout factor, is not expected to result in unfunded budget need for any coalition.  

If the revised child enrollment estimates understate need, Chapter 1002.71 (1), Florida Statutes, provides this caveat …. “If the student enrollment in the program for a fiscal year exceeds the estimated enrollment upon which the appropriation for the fiscal year is provided, thereby causing a shortfall, funds appropriated to the program for the subsequent fiscal year must be used first to fund the shortfall.” 

The attached spreadsheet provided by the Conference Committee from the special legislative session realigns funding for each coalition based on the revised enrollment estimates and payout factor for fiscal year 2007-2008. 
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