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Suggested Group Size 
Letter Name / Letter Sound (Whole group); Art Activity (Small Group) 
 

Objective(s) 
The children will match initial phonemes (sounds) to graphemes (written letters). 
 
Activity 
Children match the initial sounds in classmates’ first names to (written) letters using 
photographs of the children.  
 
Targeted VPK Education Standard(s)

• IV. Emergent Literacy 
o A.3.  Shows alphabetic knowledge  
A.3.(a). Child recognizes almost all letters by name (e.g., when shown a group 
of letters, can accurately identify the letter that is named). 
A.3.(b). Child names most letters (e.g., when shown a letter, can accurately say 
its name). 
A.3.(c). Child names some letter sounds (e.g., when shown a letter, can 
accurately say the sound the letter makes). 
A.3.(d). Child recognizes some letter sounds (e.g., when shown a group of 
letters, can accurately identify the letter of the sound given). 
 

Related VPK Education Standards
• III. Social and Emotional Development 

o A.1. Demonstrates self‐concept 
o D.3. Participates in the group life of the class 
 

Materials
• Children’s photographs  
• Poster board  
• Markers 
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Procedures 
Before you begin the lesson 

1. Create a chart that contains the target letter being taught and has enough space 
to include children’s pictures along with the target letter. 

 
Letter Name/Letter Sound (Whole Group) 

1. Choose one letter to focus on for your lesson. Obtain a picture of all the children 
whose name begins with the target letter.  

2. Introduce the letter name and sound for the target letter. 
3. Share the pictures of children whose name begins with the target letter.   
4. Practice saying the chosen children’s names with the whole group and listen for 

the sound of the target letter.   
 
Art Activity (Small Group) 
Note:  The small group activity should not be done until the whole group is conducted. 

1. Working in a small group, children select a photograph, name the child, and say 
the initial sound in the child’s name.  

2. Place the photograph on the chart beside the letter that corresponds to the 
initial sound. 

3. Continue until all photographs are reviewed. 
 

Adaptations  
• Teacher can guide and prompt children who may have difficulty choosing a 
photograph, naming the child, and saying the initial sound in the child’s name. 

• Teacher can guide and prompt children who are having difficulty identifying the 
beginning sound/letter.  

 

Extensions  
• Include up to four different target letters at one time. 
• Children can use the photographs to make a class alphabet book.  

 
Checking for Understanding 
Children will demonstrate their understanding of the lesson by: 

• identifying and naming the child in the photograph and placing the photograph 
next to the appropriate letter.  

 

Submitted by 
Karli Borowski Willis, adapted from a Student Center Activities (K‐1) lesson plan by the 
Florida Center for Reading Research 
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This document was developed under the auspices of the Florida Department of 
Education, Office of Early Learning, to disseminate the Florida Voluntary 
Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Standards, adopted by the Florida State Board of 
Education on August 19, 2008, consistent with the requirements of Section 1002.67, 
Florida Statutes.   

This document contains material adapted and adopted from The Work Sampling 
System® 3rd Edition Copyright 1994 Pearson Education, Inc. and from The Work 
Sampling System® 4th Edition Copyright 2001 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights 
reserved.  All materials contained in this document adapted or adopted from The Work 
Sampling System® are protected by United States copyright law and may be reproduced 
by the Department of Education only as Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) 
Standards and made available for printing or purchasing through the Internet.  Any other 
reproduction, distribution, transmission, publication or use requires the prior written 
permission of Pearson Education, Inc. 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Florida Department of Education 
Office of Early Learning 
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 514 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0400 
earlylearning@fldoe.org 
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