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Suggested Group Size

Small Group

Objective
The children will separate a set into a maximum of four parts.

Activity
Children will separate a set of objects (e.g., chairs, apples, oranges) into a maximum of
four parts with teacher support.

Targeted VPK Education Standard(s)
¢ VI. Mathematical and Scientific Thinking
0A(b).3. Begins to develop an understanding of separating a set into a
maximum of four parts, with teacher support and multiple experiences over
time.

Related VPK Education Standards
¢ |. Physical Health
0B.2. Follows basic health and safety rules

e ll. Approaches to Learning
0A.1. Shows eagerness and curiosity as a learner
0B.1. Attends to tasks and seeks help when encountering a problem
0 C.1. Approaches tasks with flexibility and inventiveness
0D.1. Shows some planning and reflection

e lll. Social and Emotional Development
0 B.3. Manages transitions
0C.1. Interacts easily with familiar adults
0D.1. Interacts easily with one or more children
0 D.3. Participates in the group life of the class

Florida Department of Education




Related VPK Education Standards (continued)
e IV. Language and Communication
0A.1. Gains meaning by listening

¢ VI. Mathematical and Scientific Thinking
0A(a).1. Demonstrates understanding of one-to-one correspondence

Materials
e Table with no chairs underneath
e A set of four child-sized chairs stacked next to table
e Apples
e Oranges
e Small paper plates
e Large paper plate
e Knife for adult to cut apples and oranges
e Apple corer (optional)

Procedures

1. Prior to the lesson, stack four chairs and place them next to the table where you
will be conducting your lesson. Invite a small group of children (no more than
four) to sit with you at the table. When the children arrive at the table they
should notice that they don’t have anywhere to sit. You might say, “It looks like
you don’t have any chairs to sit in. What should we do to solve this problem?”
(Wait for their responses.) Someone will likely suggest that you need to get some
chairs.

2. Point to the stack of chairs and say, “We have a set of chairs right here. Can you
help me separate the set of chairs, so that everyone gets a chair?” As you give a
chair to each child, you might say, “We have one chair, two chairs, three chairs,
four chairs. We just separated the set of chairs into four parts. Does everyone
have a chair? (Wait for their responses.) Yes. Now everyone has a part of the set
of chairs.”

3. Explain to the children that you have some fruit (e.g., apples and oranges) that
you would like to share with them. Pass out a small paper plate to each child.

4. Take an apple and place it on the large paper plate where everyone can see it.
Cut the apple into four parts. Then you might say, “Look, | have a set of apple
slices. How can we separate the set of apple slices, so that everyone gets a part
of the apple?” Someone will likely suggest that you can give each child an apple
slice.

5. Asyou give each child a slice of the apple, you might say, “We have a part of the
apple for , a part of the apple for , a part of the apple for ,
and a part of the apple for . We just separated the set of apple slices into
four parts. Does everyone have a part of the apple? (Wait for their responses.)
Yes. Now everyone has a part of the set of apple slices.”
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Procedures (continued)

6. Next, take an orange and place it on the large paper plate where everyone can
see it. Cut the orange into four parts. Then you might say, “Look, | have a set of
orange slices. How can we separate the set of orange slices, so that everyone
gets a part of the orange?” Someone will likely suggest that you can give each
child an orange slice.

7. Asyou give each child a slice of the orange, you might say, “We have a part of
the orange for , a part of the orange for , a part of the orange for

, and a part of the orange for . We just separated the set of
orange slices into four parts. Does everyone have a part of the orange? (Wait for
their responses.) Yes. Now everyone has a part of the set of orange slices.”

Adaptations
e Use verbal, visual, and physical cues to help children know what to do.

Extensions
e Use language related to separating sets into parts throughout the day as the
opportunity presents itself (e.g., while on the playground, you might say, “Look, |

have a set of balls. How can we separate the set of balls, so that everyone gets a
ball?”).

Checking for Understanding
Children will demonstrate their understanding of the lesson by:
e separating a set of chairs, apple slices, and orange slices into a maximum of four
parts with teacher support.

Submitted by

Erika Hall, Program Specialist, Florida Department of Education, Office of Early Learning
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This document was developed under the auspices of the Florida Department of
Education, Office of Early Learning, to disseminate the Florida Voluntary
Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Standards, adopted by the Florida State Board of
Education on August 19, 2008, consistent with the requirements of Section 1002.67,

Florida Statutes.

This document contains material adapted and adopted from The Work Sampling
System® 3rd Edition Copyright 1994 Pearson Education, Inc. and from The Work
Sampling System® 4th Edition Copyright 2001 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights
reserved. All materials contained in this document adapted or adopted from The Work
Sampling System® are protected by United States copyright law and may be reproduced
by the Department of Education only as Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK)
Standards and made available for printing or purchasing through the Internet. Any other
reproduction, distribution, transmission, publication or use requires the prior written

permission of Pearson Education, Inc.

For further information, please contact:

Florida Department of Education
Office of Early Learning

325 West Gaines Street, Suite 514
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400

earlylearning@fldoe.org
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