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Just for Parents 

   Celebrate Black History Month! 

February is Black History Month. Governor Rick Scott and First 

Lady Ann Scott hosted the 2015 Black History Month contests, 

honoring students and educators. Students, parents, teachers and 

principals were invited to nominate full-time, African-American 

educators in elementary, middle and high schools for the Black 

History Month Excellence in Education Award. The art and essay contests asked 

students to share how African-American innovators have shaped Florida.  

I encourage you to engage your families in learning more about the many 

contributions African Americans have made to our country and this great 

state. Consider reading a book with your child from Just Read, Florida!’s book list.  

Florida’s 2015 theme for Black History Month is "A Celebration of African-American 

Innovation & Innovators." Throughout history, African Americans have made 

significant contributions in innovation. Scientist George Washington Carver is credited 

with developing more than 300 different uses for peanuts. Dr. Charles Drew initiated 

the idea of blood banks and the system for the long-term preservation of blood 

plasma. These innovators and others significantly improved the way of life for citizens. 

We are proud of the many African-American leaders from Florida who have made 

great achievements. You may have heard of educator Mary McLeod Bethune and 

writer Zora Neale Hurston, but there are many trailblazers who have  paved the way 

for Floridians.  

Two of these leaders are: 

A. Philip Randolph 

Randolph was born in Crescent City, Fla. in 1889. As a young man, he worked as an 

elevator operator, porter and waiter. He then became a civil rights leader focusing on 

ending segregation. Randolph organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the 

first predominantly African-American labor union.    

Eartha M. M. White 

Born in 1876 in Jacksonville, Fla., White was the 13th child of a former slave. As a child, 

White's mother fed hungry people in their Jacksonville neighborhood. She eventually 

turned her mother’s soup kitchen into a social agency and became nationally recognized 

for her humanitarian work.  

 

To read about these respected leaders and other great Floridians, visit 

www.FloridaBlackHistory.com and the State Archives of Florida’s Florida Memory Black 

History Month Collection.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://cdn.fldoe.org/family/title1
http://www.fldoe.org/family/fbo.asp
http://www.fldoe.org/family/fbo.asp
http://www.fldoe.org/safeschools/
http://www.fldoe.org/family/dropoutp/default.asp
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activities-programs/volunteer-community-involvement/index.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activities-programs/volunteer-community-involvement/index.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/curriculum/21century/
http://www.fldoe.org/curriculum/21century/
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activities-programs/mentoring_student_assistance.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activities-programs/mentoring_student_assistance.stml
http://www.justreadflorida.com/bhm.asp.
http://www.FloridaBlackHistory.com
http://www.floridamemory.com/onlineclassroom/blackhistory/
http://www.floridamemory.com/onlineclassroom/blackhistory/
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During January’s meeting of the Florida Cabinet, Governor Rick 

Scott recognized nine outstanding educators for their 

contributions to education with the Governor's Shine Awards.  

In conjunction with 2015 Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!, 

Governor Scott honored teachers who specialize in the fields of 

reading and English language arts. Each year, Celebrate Literacy 

Week, Florida! brings together education leaders and volunteers 

to promote the importance of literacy.  

The nine recipients were:  

Donna Born, Okaloosa County, 

Meigs Middle School; Paul Caswell, 

Orange County, Windy Ridge K-8 

School; John Fuller, Alachua 

County, MYcroSchool;  Pam 

Garrett, Leon County, Leon High 

School; Paul Holimon, Collier 

County, Oakridge Middle School; 

Erica McDowell, Hernando County, 

District Reading Coach; Anjanette 

McGregor, Lake County, Tavares 

High School; Sandra Misciasci, 

Hillsborough County, Newsome 

High School; Natasha Murphy, 

Marion County, West Port High.   

Nine Educators Presented with Shine Awards 

Gov. Scott Presents Eight Teachers with Shine Awards 

At the 

February 

meeting of 

the Florida 

Cabinet in 

Hillsborough, 

Governor 

Rick Scott 

recognized 

eight 

exceptional elementary educators from Hillsborough, 

Pasco and Pinellas counties with the Shine Awards 

for their contributions to student learning.  

The following educators were honored with the 

Shine Award: 

Julie Chasney, Pasco County, James M. Marlowe 

Elementary School;  Rebecca Cicione, Pasco County, 

Connerton Elementary School; Sarah Darr, 

Hillsborough County, Egypt Lake Elementary; Julie 

Hiltz, Hillsborough County, Lutz Elementary School; 

Reagan Lawrence, Hillsborough County, Hunter's 

Green Elementary School; Jonathan McComber, 

Pinellas County, San Jose Elementary School; Robert 

Sinibaldi, Pinellas County, Walsingham Elementary 

School; Leronya Vaughn-Dunmore, Hillsborough 

Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater, Attorney General Pam Bondi, 

Donna Born, Sandra Misciasci, Erica McDowell, Natasha Murphy, 

Gov. Rick Scott, Commissioner of Education Pam Stewart, Pam 

Garrett, John Fuller, Paul Holimon, Anjanette McGregor, Paul 

Caswell  and Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam 

Gov. Scott presents Shine Award to Leon 

High School teacher Pam Garrett as her 

son and granddaughter watch.  

Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater, 

Attorney General Pam Bondi, teacher 

Julie Hiltz, Gov. Rick Scott, Agriculture 

Commissioner Adam Putnam 



Student Support Services professionals include school 

counselors, school psychologists, school social workers, 

and school nurses — all of whom work with students —

school staff and families.  

What is the goal? To remove barriers to learning so that 

teachers may teach and students may learn. 

Some of the services provided in this multi-tiered system 

of support include:  

 Working with teachers and other school staff to ensure 

learning is personalized for all students—especially those 

with learning and behavior problems; 

  Re-engaging students who have become discouraged 

with school;  

  Offering learning adjustments and supports; 

  Providing support during periods of transitions with 

enrollment, school and grade changes, daily 

transitions, program changes and accessing services; 

  Strengthening home to school connections and 

community/agency collaborations; 

  Addressing school and personal crises and trauma, 

including creating a caring/safe learning environment 

to ease the impact of traumatic events that occur in or 

out of school; 

  Helping families to access effective services and 

special assistance at school and in the community as 

needed; and 

  Supporting and addressing students’ overall physical 

and mental health. 

  

 

Students Around the State Say “Thank You” to First Responders 
 

Governor Rick Scott proclaimed the week of Jan. 5 – 

9 Florida First Responder Appreciation Week.   

There are more than 125,800 first responders 

currently serving in Florida, which includes law 

enforcement, fire fighters, paramedics and 

emergency medical responders. Gov. Scott also 

issued a proclamation recognizing the week. 

Commissioner Stewart urged K-12 school teachers 

and principals, college presidents and all parents 

and families to send encouragement and gestures 

of gratitude to their local first responders. There 

were a number of ways student and families 

became involved to show support during the week: cards and letters of appreciation; individual drawings of a 

first responder helping someone; class posters and other art projects that were displayed in schools and/or 

given to local first responders.  To see more examples of Florida students thanking local first responders, visit 

https://www.pinterest.com/floridadoe/thank-our-first-responders/ 3 

Student Support Services —What Can They Do For You? 

 

Preschool students in the Early Learning Lab at 

West Broward High School showed their 

appreciation for the school's resource officers by 

inviting them to snack time.   

http://www.flgov.com/2014/12/29/governor-scott-issues-proclamation-for-florida-first-responder-appreciation-week/
https://www.pinterest.com/floridadoe/thank-our-first-responders/


Career and Technical  Education Month 

Florida Department of Education joins students 

and educators across the state celebrating 

Career and Technical Education Month. In 

honor of the observance, Governor Rick Scott 

issued a proclamation highlighting career and 

technical education opportunities available 

throughout Florida. 

Career and Technical Education opportunities 

provide students with a school-to-career 

connection. More than half a million Florida 

students are enrolled in secondary and 

postsecondary career and technical education 

programs and job preparation programs. 

Secondary schools in all 67 school districts, all 

28 Florida Colleges and 47 technical centers 

across the state offer career and technical 

education courses.  

By taking advantage of these opportunities, 

students give themselves a head-start on a 

rewarding career and gain the type of 

knowledge that will ensure their success in 

today’s competitive global economy. 

Highlights of the “KEEP FLORIDA WORKING” 
budget proposal include:  

 Eliminating the sales tax on textbooks. 
Eliminating this sales tax is expected to 
save Florida’s students $41.4 million per 
year. It is estimated that a student taking 
five courses per semester will save at a 
minimum $60 per year.  

 Increasing student accessibility to higher 
education by investing $23.5 million to 
expand the Bright Futures Scholarship 
program to cover credit hours taken during 
the summer term.  

 Investing $1 million to partner with high-
tech companies to create a paid summer 
residency program for STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math). In 
addition to the summer residency 
program, Governor Scott also proposes 
$30 million for a new workforce training 
initiative focused on STEM occupations 
and $5 million to incentivize $10,000 STEM 
degrees at our state colleges. 
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CPALMS is a one-stop 

online educational portal 

with nearly 9,000 reviewed 

and approved resources 

and interactive tools that 

help Florida’s educators 

effectively implement the 

Florida Standards. CPALMS 

stands for “ Collaborate, 

Plan, Align, Learn, Motivate 

and Share.” It is Florida’s 

official source for 

information about the 

Florida  Standards and 

course descriptions.  

The standards are used as a 

guide for instruction and 

were designed to enable 

students to excel in an 

increasingly complex, inter-

connected world. 

CPALMS provides videos, 

professional development 

modules and multimedia 

tools for educators, in an 

effort to assist them in 

preparing for their classes 

and determining classroom 

progress against the 

standards.  

Florida Department of 

Education K-12 Director of 

Standards Implementation 

Denise Barrett, Ph.D., 

encourages parents to 

explore the CPALMS 

website to discover the 

wealth of information 

about the standards and 

practices impacting their 

child’s education.  

Barrett notes that though 

CPALMS is “primarily a tool 

for teachers, an informed 

parent is one of the most 

important factors in a 

student’s success.” Parents 

can use CPALMS as another 

way to empower and 

educate themselves about 

their student’s education 

and future. 

Parents can rely on 

CPALMS to: 

 Locate information on 

the Florida Standards. 

 Access the standards 

and related 

instructional resources 

by subject and grade 

level. 

 Access and review 

course descriptions in 

order to develop an 

understanding of the 

standards their child’s 

classes should be 

meeting. 

Preparing for FSA 

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5398/urlt/CAREER-AND-TECHNICAL-EDUCATION.pdf
http://www.cpalms.org



