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Enrollment Patterns Among Students 
Classified Full- and Part-Time 

Background 
Whether a student enrolls full‐ or part‐time has a significant impact on his or her progress toward completing 
a degree. Because of this, many data systems used to track cohorts of students also track whether the student 
was full‐ or part‐time. This status is typically determined during the student’s first semester at the college. 
Based on that, initial fall enrollment tracking systems, such as the National Center for Education Statistics’ 
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), assign the student a full‐ or part‐time status that 
does not change while they remain enrolled at the college. While this may be appropriate in some contexts, 
this may not be appropriate for students in The Florida College System (FCS). Few FCS students maintain the 
same status throughout their time in college as compared to students in the State University System, where 
full‐time enrollment is much more common. As a result, reports, such as those related to persistence, retention, 
and graduation rates that are disaggregated by full‐ and part‐time status, may be incomplete and misleading. 

Methodology 
The data for this analysis uses a cohort of FCS students from fall 2007. The students were selected 
according to IPEDS selection criteria – they are first‐time‐in‐college, degree‐seeking students. For each 
student, his or her initial enrollment status was determined to be either full‐time (enrolled for 12 or more 
credit hours) or part‐time (enrolled less than 12 credit hours). The students were tracked through spring 
of 2010. Summer enrollments were excluded since full‐ and part‐time status does not apply to summer. 
Each student had a total of five potential semesters of subsequent enrollment (spring 2008, fall 2008, 
spring 2009, fall 2009, spring 2010). At the end of the five semesters, the number of semesters the student 
enrolled was counted along with the number of semesters in which the student was full‐ and part‐time.  

Findings 
Exhibit 1 shows the students initially classified full‐ or part‐time and the number of semesters in which 
they enrolled and matched their initial classification. The table is divided into several sections. The left 
side shows results for students initially classified full‐time and part‐time students are on the right. Within 
each classification, the table is broken into five sections based on the total semesters the students enrolled. 
Note that all students were enrolled in fall of 2007, so the subsequent semesters start with spring 2008. 
Students could have enrolled in between zero (not shown) and five (through spring 2010) semesters.  

For each group, there is a row to represent the number of semesters enrolled full‐time or part‐time, based 
on initial classification. For example, a full‐time student who enrolled one additional semester has just 
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two possibilities – he or she could have enrolled full‐time in either zero or one additional semester. 
Exhibit 1 summarizes this information for each possible enrollment combination.  

EXHIBIT 1: PATTERNS OF ENROLLMENT BASED ON INITIAL FULL‐ AND PART‐TIME CLASSIFICATION

First‐Time in College Students 
Classified Full‐Time in Fall 2007 

First‐Time in College Students 
Classified Part‐Time in Fall 2007 

Number and Percent of Subsequent 
Semesters Enrolled Full‐Time 

Number and Percent of Subsequent 
Semesters Enrolled Part‐Time 

Semesters  # of Students  % of Students  Semesters  # of Students  % of Students 
Students enrolled for one subsequent semester 

0 Full‐Time  2,471 37.8% 0 Part‐Time  1,338 23.2%
1 Full‐Time  4,073 62.2% 1 Part‐Time  4,425 76.8%
Total  6,544 100.0% Total  5,763 100.0%

Students enrolled for two subsequent semesters 
0 Full‐Time  946 26.3% 0 Part‐Time  363 11.7%
1 Full‐Time  1,446 40.2% 1 Part‐Time  846 27.3%
2 Full‐Time  1,205 33.5% 2 Part‐Time  1,886 60.9%
Total  3,597 100.0% Total  3,095 100.0%

Students enrolled for three subsequent semesters 
0 Full‐Time  662 9.4% 0 Part‐Time  367 11.4%
1 Full‐Time  1,227 17.5% 1 Part‐Time  612 19.1%
2 Full‐Time  1,561 22.2% 2 Part‐Time  773 24.1%
3 Full‐Time  3,576 50.9% 3 Part‐Time  1,457 45.4%
Total  7,026 100.0% Total  3,209 100.0%

Students enrolled for four subsequent semesters 
0 Full‐Time  426 7.9% 0 Part‐Time  171 6.3%
1 Full‐Time  777 14.4% 1 Part‐Time  395 14.5%
2 Full‐Time  1,116 20.7% 2 Part‐Time  476 17.5%
3 Full‐Time  1,796 33.3% 3 Part‐Time  631 23.2%
4 Full‐Time  1,271 23.6% 4 Part‐Time  1,042 38.4%
Total  5,386 100.0% Total  2,715 100.0%

Students enrolled for five subsequent semesters 
0 Full‐Time  457 4.6% 0 Part‐Time  312 6.1%
1 Full‐Time  1,083 11.0% 1 Part‐Time  646 12.7%
2 Full‐Time  1,669 16.9% 2 Part‐Time  813 15.9%
3 Full‐Time  2,416 24.5% 3 Part‐Time  897 17.6%
4 Full‐Time  2,321 23.5% 4 Part‐Time  957 18.8%
5 Full‐Time  1,917 19.4% 5 Part‐Time  1,478 29.0%
Total  9,863 100.0% Total  5,103 100.0%

Source: Division of Florida Colleges 
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Exhibit 1 shows that many students change their enrollment status during their academic career. Among 
initial full‐time students who enrolled one subsequent semester, 62.2% were full‐time for that one 
semester and 37.8% changed their enrollment pattern and enrolled part‐time in their second semester. 
Among students enrolled five additional semesters, only 19.4% were full‐time in all five semesters and 
4.6% never enrolled full‐time again. The remainder – 75.9% were a combination of full‐ and part‐time. 
This kind of shifting can be seen in every section of the exhibit. Most students end up with a combination 
of semesters that are full‐ and part‐time, regardless of their initial status. In fact, among students enrolled 
at least three additional semesters, only 30% of full‐time students enrolled full‐time in every semester 
and only 36% of part‐time students enrolled part‐time every semester. 

Though groups of students change from semester to semester, those who started part‐time are somewhat 
more consistent. For all but one block of students, initial part‐time students are more consistent than 
initial full‐time students. The one exception can be seen with students who enrolled three subsequent 
semesters. This approximates two full academic years and we can see that about half (50.9%) of initial full‐
time students who enrolled just two years remained full‐time all two years. It is likely these are more 
traditional aged students seeking their associate in arts degree who progressed quickly and sought to 
transfer to a university.  

Implications 
A significant amount of educational research requires tracking cohorts of students from time of entry to 
exit. Disaggregating these students into different groups, such as by race, gender, age, and financial status 
is a powerful tool for research. However, for students in The Florida College System, and probably most 
community colleges nationally, enrollment status at time of entry is of limited use. Expecting a “full‐time” 
student to complete an associate degree in two years or even three assumes that the student remains full‐
time and this is most often not the case. As a result, students will progress at rates slower than assumed 
by models that consider initial full‐time students to be full‐time throughout their time in college. In 
addition, when full‐ and part‐time students are compared, the differences are likely to be smaller than 
expected because so many students in both groups change status over the period of their enrollment. 

For more information please contact: 
Dr. John Hughes, Associate Vice Chancellor for Evaluation 
John.Hughes@fldoe.org, (850) 245‐9482 

 
  Florida Department of Education 

Dr. Eric J. Smith, Commissioner 

The Florida College System 
Dr. Willis N.  Holcombe, Chancellor 

Dr. Judith Bilsky, Executive Vice Chancellor 

Phone: (850) 245-0407 
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1544 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400 
www.fldoe.org/cc/ 

mailto:John.Hughes@fldoe.org
http://www.fldoe.org/cc


FULL- AND PART-TIME ENROLLMENT PATTERNS 

APRIL 2011, EDITION 2011-04  

 

Page 4 of 4 

 


	Enrollment Patterns Among Students Classified Full- and Part-Time
	Background

	Whether a student enrolls full- or part-time has a significant impact on his or her progress toward completing a degree. Because of this, many data systems used to track cohorts of students also track whether the student was full- or part-time. This status is typically determined during the student’s first semester at the college. Based on that, initial fall enrollment tracking systems, such as the National Center for Education Statistics’ Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), assign the student a full- or part-time status that does not change while they remain enrolled at the college. While this may be appropriate in some contexts, this may not be appropriate for students in The Florida College System (FCS). Few FCS students maintain the same status throughout their time in college as compared to students in the State University System, where full-time enrollment is much more common. As a result, reports, such as those related to persistence, retention, and graduation rates that are disaggregated by full- and part-time status, may be incomplete and misleading.
	Methodology

	The data for this analysis uses a cohort of FCS students from fall 2007. The students were selected according to IPEDS selection criteria – they are first-time-in-college, degree-seeking students. For each student, his or her initial enrollment status was determined to be either full-time (enrolled for 12 or more credit hours) or part-time (enrolled less than 12 credit hours). The students were tracked through spring of 2010. Summer enrollments were excluded since full- and part-time status does not apply to summer. Each student had a total of five potential semesters of subsequent enrollment (spring 2008, fall 2008, spring 2009, fall 2009, spring 2010). At the end of the five semesters, the number of semesters the student enrolled was counted along with the number of semesters in which the student was full- and part-time. 
	Findings

	Exhibit 1 shows the students initially classified full- or part-time and the number of semesters in which they enrolled and matched their initial classification. The table is divided into several sections. The left side shows results for students initially classified full-time and part-time students are on the right. Within each classification, the table is broken into five sections based on the total semesters the students enrolled. Note that all students were enrolled in fall of 2007, so the subsequent semesters start with spring 2008. Students could have enrolled in between zero (not shown) and five (through spring 2010) semesters. 
	For each group, there is a row to represent the number of semesters enrolled full-time or part-time, based on initial classification. For example, a full-time student who enrolled one additional semester has just two possibilities – he or she could have enrolled full-time in either zero or one additional semester. Exhibit 1 summarizes this information for each possible enrollment combination. 
	Source: Division of Florida Colleges
	Implications
	For more information please contact:




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


