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With great excitement, I welcome all of you back to what promises to be 
another fantastic school year! It was an honor to be present last month to 
witness many of you spending your $250 debit cards that my initiatives 
provided. Over the past three years over two-billion dollars have been put 
into education through the legislative budget. You all work so hard every 
day and are so dedicated to your students, I delight in knowing that your 
legislators are listening and approved my call for a $2500 raise. I will 

continue to support Florida’s educators in their efforts to increase student achievement and 
post-graduate academic pursuits. Together, we will make Florida the ideal educational model for 
college and career readiness. Thank you again for all that you do each day to guide and support 
our rising Florida students. 

Governor Rick Scott 

 

Teacher Treasures 
September Giveaway 

Our September Teacher Treasures Giveaway will be four single-day tickets to Wet ‘n Wild.  Be 
sure to take advantage of our current Wet ‘n Wild School Personnel promotion.  
 

FLDOE Social Media 
Connect with the Florida Department of Education through social media, including Pinterest, 
Flickr, YouTube, Twitter and Facebook. 

Corporate Shopping Employee Discounts  
Corporate Shopping Employee Discounts connects teachers to more than 250 top national 
retailers offering special employee discounts, including Target, Lands’ End, Costco, Ralph 
Lauren, Orbitz, J.Crew, Brooks Brothers, Hotels.com, 1800Flowers, ProFlowers, Shoes.com, 
Avis, Hertz, Tickets Now, Restaurant.com and many more! Register now and enjoy incredible 
savings! It’s easy, simply click on the link below and create a user profile. And, you can access 
Corporateshopping.com from both work and home. For questions about this program or 
assistance with registration, please email info@corpshopping.com 

http://www.fldoe.org/justforteachers/TeacherTreasures.asp
http://www.wetnwildorlando.com/
http://www.wetnwildorlando.com/events_fpsp.php
http://www.fldoe.org/default.asp
http://corporateshopping.com/login/fldoe
http://corporateshopping.com/login/fldoe
mailto:info@corpshopping.com


Curriculum Corner 
CPALMS 
CPALMS has developed many supportive resources that are available online to help Florida 
educators be successful with the new state content standards. Current CPALMS initiatives 
include lesson plan development, activities development, peer & subject area expert reviews, 
curriculum mapping, videos, and much more. In addition, the iCPALMS platform has 14 new 
web applications. 

Common Core lesson samples from CPALMS: 

"Forget the Placebo Effect: It's the 'Care Effect' that Matters" 
This informational text resource is intended to support reading in the content area. This article 
published in Wired magazine explains how caring is an important variable when measuring the 
effects of different medical treatments on patients' well-being. 
 
Related Benchmarks:  
SC.912.N.1.3: Recognize that the strength or usefulness of a scientific claim is evaluated 
through scientific argumentation, which depends on critical and logical thinking, and the active 
consideration of alternative scientific explanations to explain the data presented. 
SC.912.N.1.4: Identify sources of information and assess their reliability according to the strict 
standards of scientific investigation. 
SC.912.N.1.6: Describe how scientific inferences are drawn from scientific observations and 
provide examples from the content being studied. 
LACC.910.RI.4.10: By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 
9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
LACC.910.RST.4.10: By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend science/technical texts in 
the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

“Giantburgers” 
Perform operations with numbers expressed in scientific notation to decide whether seven 
percent of Americans really do eat at giant burger every day. 
 
Related Benchmarks: 
MACC.8.EE.1.4: Perform operations with numbers expressed in scientific notation, including 
problems where both decimal and scientific notation are used. Use scientific notation and 
choose units of appropriate size for measurements of very large or very small quantities (e.g., 
use millimeters per year for seafloor spreading). Interpret scientific notation that has been 
generated by technology. 
 

 

http://www.cpalms.org/CPALMS/initiatives.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/iCPALMS/iCPALMS_Tools.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Resources/PublicPreviewResource43661.aspx?userid=FlowfF/SMvtOWtPKiLberaVzcTtGHcpfS6lqG8o3JC9M9HegiA6C6Q==D
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/PublicPreviewBenchmark1858.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/PublicPreviewBenchmark1859.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/PublicPreviewBenchmark1861.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/PublicPreviewBenchmark6028.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/PublicPreviewBenchmark6223.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Resources/PublicPreviewResource42388.aspx?userid=FlowfF/SMvtOWtPKiLberaVzcTtGHcpfS6lqG8o3JC9M9HegiA6C6Q==D
http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/PublicPreviewBenchmark5493.aspx


Education News 
 

Common Core Tech Updates 
T.H.E. Journal recently launched a new Common Core Tech Update monthly newsletter. This 
free newsletter will keep you on top of emerging technologies that will help you successfully 
implement Common Core. Learn more and sign up for this new resource today. 
 

Florida Teacher Community 

Peruse, upload and post on the Florida Teacher Community Today! The website that was 
designed just for Florida teachers to share, collaborate and learn.  
 

Congratulations to Dorina Sackman, the 2014 Florida Department of 
Education/Macy’s Teacher of the Year 
Dorina Sackman is an eighth-grade English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) language arts teacher at 
Westridge Middle School in Orange County. Ms. Sackman 
has been teaching ESOL students in Florida for the past 14 
years, and has worn many hats to ensure her students from 
all over the world view her classroom as a safe haven. She 
treats her classroom as a stage for these children to 
celebrate their diverse backgrounds, while still learning 
English. Her proficiency in five languages helps her to 
communicate with parents to help facilitate involvement in 
their child’s education. 

Ms. Sackman faces the constant struggle of introducing 
students to concepts that are not only new, but in a different language. Ms. Sackman constantly 
looks for new and creative ways to intertwine a student’s native culture and language into an 
English language learning experience. She often creates lesson plans where students can 
explain their culture to other students, all while learning key benchmarks such as chronological 
order, cause and effect, and text features. 

Ms. Sackman has used Common Core State Standards to add depth to her lesson plans and 
often collaborates with other ESOL classrooms to help show students how each lesson relates 
outside the language arts subject. Collaborating with different subjects in her ESOL classroom 
allows her students to use a higher level of thinking and to communicate better to grasp 
concepts and apply classroom learning to the outside world. 

 

https://newsletters.1105pubs.com/nl/THE.do?NL=6065&PC=ENNSC
http://www.novachi.com/b/


Thank You to Our TOY Sponsors 
Huddle Up for Breakfast is designed to improve academic performance by increasing 
participation in the school breakfast program. This fall, the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Dairy Council of 
Florida will distribute toolkits to extend K-12 schools’ resources to increase 
student engagement and demand for school breakfast. The toolkit will 
provide valuable and turnkey tools, including dairy and breakfast-focused 
activities, cafeteria recipes, and communication pieces to help school foodservice, teachers and 
administrators grow breakfast participation and more importantly, to help students understand 
how breakfast can positively affect their body and brain. 
 
 
Office Depot Rewards™ Star Teacher! Join today and start saving! 

 

Speck cares deeply about the future of education, and is committed to 
designing quality products that can help students and teachers 
succeed in today’s tech-savvy classrooms. Speck cases for 
MacBooks and iPads are lightweight, solidly protective, and fun to 
use. They’re great for showing off your school spirit with color, too! 

If Apple products are a part of the curriculum at your school, Speck would like to help you keep 
them safe and sound by outfitting them in sweet Speck cases.   

 

OtterBox® is known for unbeatable technology protection aimed at the educational market. 
With so many schools incorporating iPads into the curriculum, device protection has become 
paramount. OtterBox addresses the concerns of expensive replacement and repair costs and 
the Defender Series cases can withstand just about any punishment a student can throw at it. 

 

Read Naturally’s innovative, research-proven reading programs provide high-quality 
interventions and differentiated instruction for struggling readers. The flagship program has 

been successfully improving reading fluency and comprehension skills in students 
nationwide for more than 20 years. Read Naturally also provides programs for reading 
assessment, phonics, vocabulary and English Language Learners students.  

 

IPEVO makes versatile teaching tools instead of specialized “classroom equipment.” IPEVO 
goes beyond the usual conventions of classroom technology — large, 
expensive, specialized and complex — to rethink simple and flexible 
solutions for interactive teaching in today’s classrooms. IPEVO’s interactive 
teaching tools empower educators and teachers with radically affordable and compact 
technology that is simple, intuitive and flexible, so that precious time and resources can be 
wholly dedicated to teaching. IPEVO intends to make educational technology accessible and 

http://www.huddleupforbreakfast.com/
http://www.officedepotrewards.com/home.do
http://www.speckproducts.com/
http://www.otterbox.com/
http://www.readnaturally.com/
http://www.ipevo.com/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://techcrunch.com/2009/10/11/techcrunchcrunchgear-meetup-taipei-6-taiwanese-startups-demo-their-services/&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=Xz_tT_5WeRk0PM&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&zoom=1&docid=YqeZCWf35Q14VM&hl=en&ei=rRX5UYnXHY7u8ATN8YHQDg&ved=0CAEQsCU�


available to all.  
 

SimpleK12 is dedicated to helping teachers succeed in their classrooms. SimpleK12 provides 
self-monitoring professional development for teachers and staff. SimpleK12’s 100 percent online 
professional development program, the Teacher Learning Community, includes self-paced 

training, teaching resources, and social networking to create a 
unique, global community designed to help educators succeed in 
the 21st century.  

 

Visual Learning Systems (VLS) is an educational science publisher whose mission is to 
reignite a passion for teaching and learning science. Digital Science Online (DSO) is an easy-to-
use annual subscription service that enables users to access VLS’ media streamed over the 
web with a single click on their computers. DSO can be used with interactive whiteboards and 
iPads making lessons engaging for students. All programs feature live-
action footage, animations, on-screen questions, vocabulary, visual cues 
and video assessments. Other products include Core Ideas in Life 
Science etextbook, Visual Learning Digital Bundles and DVDs with 
Teacher's Guides to support the K-14 science curriculum.   

 

AppTutor Math Apps by Padstar Publishing has more than 6,000 math apps available. 
AppTutor Apps are among the only apps designed to teach, not just quiz. In addition, AppTutor 
Apps are among the only grade school math apps that fully comply with the Common Core 
State Standards. The Learn/Try/Test apps allow students to learn at their own pace. When 

successfully completing the course, they receive a Certificate of 
Completion. AppTutor Applied Apps offer a full curriculum of 
Common Core interactive worksheets with extensive student 
reporting for effective teacher feedback.  

 

 

LEGOLAND, Florida, the largest LEGOLAND Park in the world, is a 150-acre interactive theme 
park with more than 50 rides, shows and attractions, restaurants, shopping, a breathtaking 
botanical garden and the LEGOLAND Water Park all geared to families with children ages two 
to 12. The World of Chima presented by Cartoon Network features an immersive family 
experience with an interactive water ride, including The Quest for CHI, a super-charged 
SpeedorzTM Arena; Cragger’s Swamp water play area; a new 4D movie experience and 
character meet-n-greet sessions. The theme park is located in Winter Haven - just 45 minutes 
from Orlando and Tampa.   

http://community.simplek12.com/scripts/student/home.asp%23cat0
http://www.visuallearningsys.com/
http://www.apptutorapps.com/
http://www.legoland.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Y0cJ1YoTnf58fM&tbnid=GYaZ2AmQPnG2vM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://nstasciencesupplyguide.com/Listing/Index/Chemistry/DVDs/2539/284&ei=ehf5UcXtA4f88gTp-oGgCg&bvm=bv.49967636,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNFYXZOEVWgkSGk_aC0dhlVy6kywzQ&ust=1375365367179394�
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=80KPcGkdbLh4lM&tbnid=wL1HTiQoDeGvOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://apptutorapps.com/&ei=MRj5UZO-I4mY9gS8toCoBA&bvm=bv.49967636,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEmlzpYd8km36cWAIdJ1iEaFcnfwg&ust=1375365537359479�
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