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What is the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP)? 

 
 Authorized by Congress in 1969 as a national 
 assessment to measure student performance and 
 determine if students learning what they should  
 be learning.  
 

 A reliable way of determining areas of strengths and 
weaknesses in the American school system. 

 

 Added state-level assessments in 1990 to provide 
participating states with grades 4 and 8 results in 
reading, mathematics, science, and writing. Also provides 
comparisons between states and the Nation. 
 Florida has participated in every state-level NAEP since 
1990,

 

 except in 2000.  
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Organization of NAEP 
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National Assessment 
Governing Board (NAGB) 
 Congress created the 26-member Governing Board 
in 1988 to set policy for NAEP. 
 The Secretary of Education appoints NAGB board 
members, but the board is independent of the U.S. 
Department of Education.  
 Since 1990, NAGB has set levels of achievement, 
guided the development of NAEP frameworks, and 
determined the content to be assessed.  
 NAGB determines the appropriateness of 
assessment items and ensures they are free from 
bias.  
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Why NAEP? 
 NAEP state-level assessment results can be used to 
compare student performance across states, whereas 
individual statewide assessments vary from state to 
state. 
 

 SAT and ACT results are insufficient to measure 
student performance across states because they are 
administered to a self-selected group. 

 

 NAEP assesses a sample of students in a sample of 
schools in 52 jurisdictions (50 states, Washington 
D.C.,  and the Department of Defense activity 
schools), Puerto Rico, and 21 TUDAs.   
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NAEP Frameworks and Test Items 
 NAGB develops the NAEP Frameworks and the test item 
specifications based on the frameworks. 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/frameworks.asp  

 

 Test items are developed by teachers, subject-area 
specialists, and assessment experts, and are then reviewed 
for quality, bias, and sensitivity by content-area experts. 

 

 Multiple-choice and both short and  
extended constructed-response questions
are included in the assessment. 

  
 

 No one student takes the entire NAEP  
assessment. 
 

 Each student receives one booklet in  
one subject containing approximately 16   
to 20 questions. 
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Analysis and Reporting 
NAEP reports results by average scale scores and by 
achievement levels: 
 

 Average Scale Scores 
 Reading and Mathematics, 0 - 500 
 Science and Writing, 0 – 300 
 

 Achievement Level Scores 
 Advanced – superior performance 
 Proficient – solid academic performance  
   demonstrating competency over  
   challenging subject matter 
 Basic – partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills 

that are fundamental for proficient work 
 

(Below Basic - not an achievement level but reports scale scores that 
represent incomplete knowledge and skills necessary for proficient 
work) 
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Proficient vs. Proficiency 

The definitions of 
“proficient” set by states 

and by NAEP have no 
observable agreement.* 

 
* Robert Linn, Large-Scale Assessment Conference, San Antonio, TX, June 2005 
Robert Linn is a distinguished professor emeritus of education in the research and evaluation methods program at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. 

18 





NAEP Inclusions and Accommodations 
 Prior to 1998, NAEP did not provide accommodations for Students 
with Disabilities (SD) and English Language Learners (ELL). 

 

 On March 6, 2010, NAGB adopted a policy requiring states to 
assess 95% of the students selected for the sample and at least 
85% of the SD and ELL included in the sample. 

 

 NAEP’s most frequent accommodations include: 
 Extra testing time 
 Individual or small-group administrations 
 Large-print booklets 
 Heritage language, word-to-word dictionaries  
 

 NAEP accommodations do not include:  
 Reading passages or questions aloud on the NAEP reading 

assessment 
 Using heritage language, word-to-word dictionaries on the 

reading assessment 
For 

 

additional information on NAEP accommodations for SDs and ELLs 
access http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/inclusion.asp  
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U.S. History – Grade 4 
 The average grade 4 
U.S. History score in 
2010 was higher than in 
1994.   
 Some of the largest 
gains from 1994 to 2010 
were made by the lowest 
performing students with 
a 22-point increase at 
the 10th percentile.   
 There was no 
significant change in the 
average scale score from 
2006 to 2010. 

Trend in grade 4 U.S. History 
average scale scores and 
percentile scores 
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U.S. History – Grade 4 
The only demographic group to have a significant 
increase in average scale scores between 2006 and 
2010 were students eligible for the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP). 

150 

200 

250 

300 

350 

400 

210 
222 

192 190 195 193 
181 

212 223 
197 

197 198 189 184 

2006 2010 

24 



U.S. History – Grade 8 
The average grade 8 U.S. 
His tory score in 2010 was 
higher than in previous 
years.   
 
All students, Hispanic and 
African-American 
students, and students 
eligible for the NSLP had 
significant increases in 
their average scale scores 
between 2006 and 2010. 
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U.S. History – Grade 12 
 Th e average grade 12 

U.S. History score in 
2010 was not 
significantly different 
from the score in 2006. 

 No group had a 
significant increase in 
their average scale score 
between 2006 and 2010.   
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NAEP  
Civics  
Results
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The Nation’s Report Card 
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Civics – Grades 4, 8, and 12 
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Civics – Grade 4 
All students and students eligible for the NSLP 
are the only groups that had significant increases 
in their average scale scores between 2006 and 
2010 

100 
140 
180 
220 
260 
300 

153 163 
137 138 139 133 121 

156 166 
139 143 143 135 123 

2006 2010 

30 



Civics – Grade 8 
Hispanic students and students 
eligible for the NSLP are the only 
groups that had significant 
increases in their average scale 
scores between 2006 and 2010. 
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Civics – Grade 12 
• No groups of students had significant 
increases in their average scale scores 
between 2006 and 2010.   
• All students and English Language Learners 
(ELLs) had significant decreases in their 
average scale scores between 2006 and 
2010. 

90 
120 
150 
180 
210 
240 
270 
300 

150 157 
133 130 133 

113 110 

147 155 
135 126 132 112 99 

2006 2010 

32 



 
 
NAEP Data Explorer 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/  
 
 Analyzes NAEP data 
 Creates statistical tables 
 and graphs 

 

 
 

 Examines state 
performance over time 
 Examines subgroup 
performance 
 Compares Florida’s  
 results to the nation’s 
 and other states 
 Compares Miami-Dade and
Hillsborough County results
to those of the other 
TUDAs and Large Cities 
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Quick Reference Guide to 
NAEP Data Explorer (NDE) 
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NAEP Released 
Test Ite ms - 
A Valuable 
Resource for 
Teachers 
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NAEP Grade 4 American History 
Many historians believe that the ancestors of 
American Indians came from the continent of 
 a. Africa 
 
 
 

b. Asia 
c. Europe 
d. Australia 

 
Description: Where did American Indians’  
ancestors come from? 
Historical Theme: Gathering of Peoples, Cultures, 
Ideas 
Cognitive Level: Historical Knowledge and Perspective 
Difficulty: Hard 
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NAEP Grade 8 American History 
One important contribution that people from 
Mexico made to the development of the American 
West was that they introduced 
   a. many of the techniques used in ranching 
    b. many of the methods used to preserve food  
        for shipment to market 
    c. barbed-wire fences and railroad cattle cars 
  
 
  d. a system for cultivating winter wheat 

Description: Identify a contribution of Mexicans to the development of the 
American West. 
Historical Theme: Gathering of Peoples, Cultures, Ideas 
Cognitive Level: Historical Knowledge and Perspective 
Difficulty: Medium 
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NAEP Grade 12 American History 
Which is the famous book 
about conditions like those  in the picture? 
 a. The Great Gatsby,  
      F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 b. The Scarlet Letter, 
      Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 c. The Grapes of Wrath, 
     John Steinbeck 
 d. For Whom the Bell Tolls, 
     Ernest Hemingway 
 
 

Description: Identify a novel that 
dealt with conditions related to the 
dust bowl. 
Historical Theme: Economic and 
Technological Changes 
Cognitive Level: Historical Analysis 
and Interpretation 
Difficulty: Medium 
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NAEP Grade 4 Civics 
Usually U.S. citizens elect a President by 

a. voting for delegates to national conventions 
b. secret ballot on election day 
c. a recall vote in each state 
d. extending a Vice President’s term of office 
 

Description: Identify how U.S. citizens 
 vote for President 
Content Area:  Role of Citizens 
Cognitive Domain: Explaining and  
Analyzing 
Difficulty: Hard 
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NAEP Grade 8 Civics 
Why would a registered voter in some states 
need to fill out a voter declaration card? 
a. In some states, people cannot vote 
in a primary election without declaring 
a party affiliation. 

b. In some states, people cannot vote 
in a general election without declaring 
a party affiliation. 

c. In some states, people must vote in 
a primary election before they can 
vote in a general election. 

d. In some states, people must vote 
for the candidate from their political 
party in a general election. 

Description: Know why registered voters 
need to complete registration card. 
Content Area: Government Embodiment 
of American Democracy 
Cognitive Domain: Explaining and 
Analyzing 
Difficulty: Hard 
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NAEP Grade 12 Civics 
What is one important difference between international  
and domestic politics? 

a. In international politics there is no single government  
with the authority to resolve disputes among nations;  
within a country the government normally has such authority. 
b. In international politics countries often have conflicting interests; 
within a country citizens have common interests. 
c. In international politics countries stay in alliances for long periods; 
within a country citizens change political parties often. 
d. In international politics countries never change borders; within a  
country the borders of states change often. 
 
 

Description: Identify an important difference between international and domestic politics 
Content Area:  U.S. Relationship to Other Nations 
Cognitive Domain: Evaluate, Take, Defend 
Difficulty: Medium 
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NAEP Grade 4 Geography 
At the Rockfield town meeting, 
the major tells the people that 
there is money in the town 
budget to put up one more 
traffic light.  There is the 
same amount of traffic on all 
streets in town.  Where is the 
traffic light needed most? 
 
a. The intersection of South 

St and West Ave 
b. The intersection of Oak St, 

Green St, and West Ave. 
c. The intersection of Mill St 

and Green St 
d. The intersection of South 

St and Maple Ave 
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NAEP Grade 8 Geography 

Early settlers on the North American Great Plains  
used sod to build houses such as the one shown above 
primarily because 
  a. they did not have experience building with wood 
  b. sod offered greater protection than wood from  
      cold weather 
  c. there was little wood available for building 
  d. wood houses were vulnerable to prairie fires 
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NAEP Grade 12 Geography 
How were the Great 
Lakes formed? 
 

  a. Glaciation 
  b. Volcanic activity 
  c. Soil deposition 
  d. Erosion 
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NAEP Grade 12 Economics 

Suppose that the government set the price of chocolate at $6 per 
pound.  Which of the following statements best describes an effect of 
this price control? 
 

  a. There would be a surplus of 40 pounds of chocolate. 
  b. Less chocolate would be demanded at $4 than at $6. 
  c. Producers of chocolate would want the price set at $4. 
  d. There would be a shortage of 20 pounds of chocolate. 
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NAEP Questions Tool 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls  
 Contains over 1,000 
rel eased items from many 
content areas 

 Sorts items by domains, 
objectives, cognitive 
ability, and difficulty level 

 Includes multiple-choice 
and both short- and 
extended-response items 

 Reports student 
performance on a specific 
question by states and 
subgroups 
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NAEP Questions Tool 
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Searching for Questions 
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Refining Search 
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Questions 
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Quick Reference Guide to 
NAEP Questions Tool (NQT) 
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International Assessments 
  Offer a unique 
opportunity to make 
international comparisons 
and analyze the progress 
of student achievement 
 Determine areas of need 
for additional instruction 
 Each assessment is based 
on a separate and unique 
framework and set of 
assessment items 
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International Assessments 

 
 Link posted at http://www.fldoe.org/asp/naep/iah.asp  
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TIMSS, PIRLS, and PISA 
Participation – Race to the Top 
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Trend in International 
Mathematics and Science (TIMSS) 

 

Measures student learning in mathematics and 
science at grades 4 and 8 every 4 years since 
1995. http://nces.ed.gov/timss/  

 Administered Spring 2011 
 Compares achievement of American  
 students to that of students in more  
 than 55 countries and jurisdictions 
 For results for TIMSS 2007, go to: 
http://timss.bc.edu/timss2007/sciencereport.html  
 

http://timss.bc.edu/timss2007/mathreport.html 
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Progress in International 
Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 
 Measures students’ reading comprehension of 
literary and informational text at grade 4 every 5 
years since 2001. http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pirls/  
 Compares achievement of American students to 
that of students in more than 55 countries and 
jurisdictions 
 For PIRLS 2011, Florida is the only state that will   
receive state-level data 
 Includes student, teacher, and principal 
questionnaires to measure key aspects of students’ 
home and school environment as well as school and 
teacher practices related to reading instruction 
 Examples of released PIRLS items can be viewed 
at http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2008/2008017_2.pdf  

 
56 

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pirls/�
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2008/2008017_2.pdf�


Program for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) 
 15-year-old students are assessed 
in reading, mathematics, and  
scientific literacy every 3 years 
since 2000. http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/  
 One subject assessed in depth at each 
administration (mathematics in 2012) 
 Measures how well students can apply 
knowledge and skills to problems within  
real-life contexts as they approach  
the end of compulsory education rather 
than a direct measure of attained  
curriculum knowledge.  
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International Data Explorer 
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/international/ide/  
 Analyzes TIMSS, 

PIRLS, and PISA 
data 

 Creates statistical  
tables and graphs 

 Compares the 
performance of the 
United States with 
that of the other 
participating 
jurisdictions 
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Florida’s NAEP Website 
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/naep 
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Social Networking Websites 
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Florida NAEP  
State Coordinator 

Michele Sonnenfeld 
NAEP State Coordinator 

Florida Department of Education 
Room 414 

(850) 245-0787 
FAX (850) 245-0771 or 850-245-0781 

Michele.Sonnenfeld@fldoe.org 
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/naep/ 
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