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1006.28 Duties of district school board, district school superintendent; and school principal regarding K-
12 instructional materials.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.— 

(a) As used in this section, the term: 

1. “Adequate instructional materials” means a sufficient number of student or site licenses or sets of materials that are 
available in bound, unbound, kit, or package form and may consist of hardbacked or softbacked textbooks, electronic 
content, consumables, learning laboratories, manipulatives, electronic media, and computer courseware or software that 
serve as the basis for instruction for each student in the core subject areas of mathematics, language arts, social studies, 
science, reading, and literature. 

2. “Instructional materials” has the same meaning as in s. 1006.29(2). 

(b) As used in this section and s. 1006.283, the term “resident” means a person who has maintained his or her residence in 
this state for the preceding year, has purchased a home that is occupied by him or her as his or her residence, or has 
established a domicile in this state pursuant to s. 222.17. 

(c) As used in this section and ss. 1006.283, 1006.32, 1006.35, 1006.37, 1006.38, 1006.40, and 1006.42, the term 
“purchase” includes purchase, lease, license, and acquire. 

(2) DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD.—The district school board has the constitutional duty and responsibility to select and 
provide adequate instructional materials for all students in accordance with the requirements of this part. The district school 
board also has the following specific duties and responsibilities: 

(a) Courses of study; adoption.—Adopt courses of study, including instructional materials, for use in the schools of the 
district. 

1. Each district school board is responsible for the content of all instructional materials and any other materials used in a 
classroom, made available in a school library, or included on a reading list, whether adopted and purchased from the state-
adopted instructional materials list, adopted and purchased through a district instructional materials program under s. 
1006.283, or otherwise purchased or made available. Each district school board shall maintain on its website a current list of 
instructional materials, by grade level, purchased by the district. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.29.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=0200-0299/0222/Sections/0222.17.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.32.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.35.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.37.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.38.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.40.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.42.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
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2. Each district school board must adopt a policy regarding an objection by a parent or a resident of the county to the use 
of a specific instructional material, which clearly describes a process to handle all objections and provides for resolution. 
The process must provide the parent or resident the opportunity to proffer evidence to the district school board that: 

a. An instructional material does not meet the criteria of s. 1006.31(2) or s. 1006.40(3)(d) if it was selected for use in a 
course or otherwise made available to students in the school district but was not subject to the public notice, review, 
comment, and hearing procedures under s. 1006.283(2)(b)8., 9., and 11. 

b. Any material used in a classroom, made available in a school library, or included on a reading list contains content that 
is pornographic or prohibited under s. 847.012, is not suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material 
presented, or is inappropriate for the grade level and age group for which the material is used. 

If the district school board finds that an instructional material does not meet the criteria under sub-subparagraph a. or that 
any other material contains prohibited content under sub-subparagraph b., the school district shall discontinue use of the 
material for any grade level or age group for which such use is inappropriate or unsuitable. 

3. Each district school board must establish a process by which the parent of a public school student or a resident of the 
county may contest the district school board’s adoption of a specific instructional material. The parent or resident must file a 
petition, on a form provided by the school board, within 30 calendar days after the adoption of the material by the school 
board. The school board must make the form available to the public and publish the form on the school district’s website. 
The form must be signed by the parent or resident, include the required contact information, and state the objection to the 
instructional material based on the criteria of s. 1006.31(2) or s. 1006.40(3)(d). Within 30 days after the 30-day period has 
expired, the school board must, for all petitions timely received, conduct at least one open public hearing before an unbiased 
and qualified hearing officer. The hearing officer may not be an employee or agent of the school district. The hearing is not 
subject to the provisions of chapter 120; however, the hearing must provide sufficient procedural protections to allow each 
petitioner an adequate and fair opportunity to be heard and present evidence to the hearing officer. 

The school board’s decision after convening a hearing is final and not subject to further petition or review. 

(b) Instructional materials.—Provide for proper requisitioning, distribution, accounting, storage, care, and use of all 
instructional materials and furnish such other instructional materials as may be needed. Instructional materials used must be 
consistent with the district goals and objectives and the course descriptions established in rule of the State Board of 
Education, as well as with the applicable Next Generation Sunshine State Standards provided for in s. 1003.41. 

(c) Other instructional materials.—Provide such other teaching accessories and aids as are needed for the school district’s 
educational program. 

(d) School library media services; establishment and maintenance.—Establish and maintain a program of school library 
media services for all public schools in the district, including school library media centers, or school library media centers 
open to the public, and, in addition such traveling or circulating libraries as may be needed for the proper operation of the 
district school system. Upon written request, a school district shall provide access to any material or book specified in the 
request that is maintained in a district school system library and is available for review. 

(3) DISTRICT SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT.— 

(a) The district school superintendent has the duty to recommend such plans for improving, providing, distributing, 
accounting for, and caring for instructional materials and other instructional aids as will result in general improvement of the 
district school system, as prescribed in this part, in accordance with adopted district school board rules prescribing the duties 
and responsibilities of the district school superintendent regarding the requisition, purchase, receipt, storage, distribution, 
use, conservation, records, and reports of, and management practices and property accountability concerning, instructional 
materials, and providing for an evaluation of any instructional materials to be requisitioned that have not been used 
previously in the district’s schools. The district school superintendent must keep adequate records and accounts for all 
financial transactions for funds collected pursuant to subsection (4). 

(b) Each district school superintendent shall notify the department by April 1 of each year the state-adopted instructional 
materials that will be requisitioned for use in his or her school district. The notification shall include a district school board 
plan for instructional materials use to assist in determining if adequate instructional materials have been requisitioned. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.40.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.012.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.40.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.28&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.41.html
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(4) SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.—The school principal has the following duties for the management and care of instructional 
materials at the school: 

(a) Proper use of instructional materials.—The principal shall assure that instructional materials are used to provide 
instruction to students enrolled at the grade level or levels for which the materials are designed, pursuant to adopted district 
school board rule. The school principal shall communicate to parents the manner in which instructional materials are used to 
implement the curricular objectives of the school. 

(b) Money collected for lost or damaged instructional materials; enforcement.—The school principal shall collect from 
each student or the student’s parent the purchase price of any instructional material the student has lost, destroyed, or 
unnecessarily damaged and to report and transmit the money collected to the district school superintendent. The failure to 
collect such sum upon reasonable effort by the school principal may result in the suspension of the student from 
participation in extracurricular activities or satisfaction of the debt by the student through community service activities at the 
school site as determined by the school principal, pursuant to policies adopted by district school board rule. 

(c) Sale of instructional materials.—The school principal, upon request of the parent of a student in the school, shall sell to 
the parent any instructional materials used in the school. All such sales shall be made pursuant to rule adopted by the district 
school board, and the principal shall annually provide information to parents that they may purchase instructional materials 
and how to purchase the materials. 

(d) Disposition of funds.—All money collected from the sale, exchange, loss, or damage of instructional materials shall be 
transmitted to the district school superintendent to be deposited in the district school board fund and added to the district 
appropriation for instructional materials. 

(e) Accounting for instructional materials.—Principals shall see that all instructional materials are fully and properly 
accounted for as prescribed by adopted rules of the district school board. 

History.—s. 303, ch. 2002-387; s. 18, ch. 2009-59; s. 1, ch. 2009-222; s. 17, ch. 2010-154; s. 18, ch. 2011-55; s. 1, ch. 2013-
237; s. 1, ch. 2014-15; s. 60, ch. 2014-39; s. 2, ch. 2017-177. 

1006.283 District school board instructional materials review process.— 

(1) A district school board or consortium of school districts may implement an instructional materials program that 
includes the review, recommendation, adoption, and purchase of instructional materials. The district school superintendent 
shall certify to the department by March 31 of each year that all instructional materials for core courses used by the district 
are aligned with applicable state standards. A list of the core instructional materials that will be used or purchased for use by 
the school district shall be included in the certification. 

(2)(a) If a district school board chooses to implement its own instructional materials program, the school board shall adopt 
rules implementing the district’s instructional materials program which must include its processes, criteria, and requirements 
for the following: 

1. Selection of reviewers, one or more of whom must be parents with children in public schools. 

2. Review of instructional materials. 

3. Selection of instructional materials, including a thorough review of curriculum content. 

4. Reviewer recommendations. 

5. District school board adoption. 

6. Purchase of instructional materials. 

(b) District school board rules must also: 

1. Identify, by subject area, a review cycle for instructional materials. 

2. Specify the qualifications for an instructional materials reviewer and the process for selecting reviewers; list a 
reviewer’s duties and responsibilities, including compliance with the requirements of s. 1006.31; and provide that all 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
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instructional materials recommended by a reviewer be accompanied by the reviewer’s statement that the materials align with 
the state standards pursuant to s. 1003.41 and the requirements of s. 1006.31. 

3. State the requirements for an affidavit to be made by each district instructional materials reviewer which substantially 
meet the requirements of s. 1006.30. 

4. Comply with s. 1006.32, relating to prohibited acts. 

5. Establish a process that certifies the accuracy of instructional materials. 

6. Incorporate applicable requirements of s. 1006.31, which relates to the duties of instructional materials reviewers. 

7. Incorporate applicable requirements of s. 1006.38, relating to the duties, responsibilities, and requirements of publishers 
of instructional materials. 

8. Establish the process by which instructional materials are adopted by the district school board, which must include: 

a. A process to allow student editions of recommended instructional materials to be accessed and viewed online by the 
public at least 20 calendar days before the school board hearing and public meeting as specified in this subparagraph. This 
process must include reasonable safeguards against the unauthorized use, reproduction, and distribution of instructional 
materials considered for adoption. 

b. An open, noticed school board hearing to receive public comment on the recommended instructional materials. 

c. An open, noticed public meeting to approve an annual instructional materials plan to identify any instructional materials 
that will be purchased through the district school board instructional materials review process pursuant to this section. This 
public meeting must be held on a different date than the school board hearing. 

d. Notice requirements for the school board hearing and the public meeting that must specifically state which instructional 
materials are being reviewed and the manner in which the instructional materials can be accessed for public review. The 
hearing must allow the parent of a public school student or a resident of the county to proffer evidence that a recommended 
instructional material does not meet the criteria provided in s. 1006.31(2), taking into consideration course expectations 
based on the district’s comprehensive plan for student progression under s. 1008.25(2) and course descriptions in the course 
code directory. 

9. Establish the process by which the district school board shall receive public comment on, and review, the recommended 
instructional materials. 

10. Establish the process by which instructional materials will be purchased, including advertising, bidding, and 
purchasing requirements. 

11. Establish the process by which the school district will notify parents of their ability to access their children’s 
instructional materials through the district’s local instructional improvement system and by which the school district will 
encourage parents to access the system. This notification must be displayed prominently on the school district’s website and 
provided annually in written format to all parents of enrolled students. 

(3)(a) The school board may assess and collect fees from publishers participating in the instructional materials approval 
process. The amount assessed and collected must be posted on the school district’s website and reported to the department. 
The fees may not exceed the actual cost of the review process, and the fees may not exceed $3,500 per submission by a 
publisher. Any fees collected for this process shall be allocated for the support of the review process and maintained in a 
separate line item for auditing purposes. 

(b) The fees shall be used to cover the actual cost of substitute teachers for each workday that a member of a school 
district’s instructional staff is absent from his or her assigned duties for the purpose of rendering service as an instructional 
materials reviewer. In addition, each reviewer may be paid a stipend and is entitled to reimbursement for travel expenses and 
per diem in accordance with s. 112.061 for actual service in meetings. 

(4) Instructional materials that have been reviewed by the district instructional materials reviewers and approved must 
have been determined to align with all applicable state standards pursuant to s. 1003.41 and the requirements in s. 1006.31. 
The district school superintendent shall annually certify to the department that all instructional materials for core courses 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.41.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.30.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.32.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.38.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=0100-0199/0112/Sections/0112.061.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.41.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1006.283&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.31.html
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used by the district are aligned with all applicable state standards and have been reviewed, selected, and adopted by the 
district school board in accordance with the school board hearing and public meeting requirements of this section. 

(5) A publisher that offers instructional materials to a district school board must provide such materials at a price that, 
including all costs of electronic transmission, does not exceed the lowest price at which the publisher offers such 
instructional materials for approval or sale to any state or school district in the United States. 

(6) A publisher shall reduce automatically the price of the instructional materials to the district school board to the extent 
that reductions in price are made elsewhere in the United States. 

(7) The school district shall make available, upon request for public inspection, sample copies of all instructional materials 
that have been purchased by the district school board. 

History.—s. 2, ch. 2013-237; s. 2, ch. 2014-15; s. 3, ch. 2017-177. 

1006.29 State instructional materials reviewers.— 

(1)(a) The commissioner shall determine annually the areas in which instructional materials shall be submitted for 
adoption, taking into consideration the desires of the district school boards. The commissioner shall also determine the 
number of titles to be adopted in each area. 

(b) By April 15 of each school year, the commissioner shall appoint three state or national experts in the content areas 
submitted for adoption to review the instructional materials and evaluate the content for alignment with the applicable Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards. These reviewers shall be designated as state instructional materials reviewers and shall 
review the materials for the level of instructional support and the accuracy and appropriateness of progression of introduced 
content. Instructional materials shall be made electronically available to the reviewers. The initial review of the materials 
shall be made by only two of the three reviewers. If the two reviewers reach different results, the third reviewer shall break 
the tie. The reviewers shall independently make recommendations to the commissioner regarding materials that should be 
placed on the list of adopted materials through an electronic feedback review system. 

(c) The commissioner shall request each district school superintendent to nominate one classroom teacher or district-level 
content supervisor to review two or three of the submissions recommended by the state instructional materials reviewers. 
School districts shall ensure that these district reviewers are provided with the support and time necessary to accomplish a 
thorough review of the instructional materials. District reviewers shall independently rate the recommended submissions on 
the instructional usability of the resources. 

(d) The department may assess and collect fees from publishers participating in the instructional materials approval 
process. The amount assessed and collected must be posted on the department’s website. The fees may not exceed the actual 
cost of the review process and may not exceed $1,000 per submission by a publisher. Fees collected for this process shall be 
deposited into the department’s Operating Trust Fund so that each instructional materials reviewer under paragraph (b) may 
be paid a stipend. 

(2) For purposes of state adoption, the term “instructional materials” means items having intellectual content that by 
design serve as a major tool for assisting in the instruction of a subject or course. These items may be available in bound, 
unbound, kit, or package form and may consist of hardbacked or softbacked textbooks, electronic content, consumables, 
learning laboratories, manipulatives, electronic media, and computer courseware or software. A publisher or manufacturer 
providing instructional materials as a single bundle shall also make the instructional materials available as separate and 
unbundled items, each priced individually. A publisher may also offer sections of state-adopted instructional materials in 
digital or electronic versions at reduced rates to districts, schools, and teachers. 

(3) Beginning in the 2015-2016 academic year, all adopted instructional materials for students in kindergarten through 
grade 12 must be provided in an electronic or digital format. For purposes of this section, the term: 

(a) “Electronic format” means text-based or image-based content in a form that is produced on, published by, and readable 
on computers or other digital devices and is an electronic version of a printed book, whether or not any printed equivalent 
exists. 

(b) “Digital format” means text-based or image-based content in a form that provides the student with various interactive 
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functions; that can be searched, tagged, distributed, and used for individualized and group learning; that includes multimedia 
content such as video clips, animations, and virtual reality; and that has the ability to be accessed at any time and anywhere. 

The terms do not include electronic or computer hardware even if such hardware is bundled with software or other 
electronic media, nor does it include equipment or supplies. 

(4) By October 1, 2013, the department shall publish minimum and recommended technology requirements that include 
specifications for hardware, software, networking, security, and guidelines on the number of students per device necessary 
to ensure that students can access all electronic and digital instructional materials. 

(5) The department shall develop a training program for persons selected as state instructional materials reviewers and 
school district reviewers. The program shall be structured to assist reviewers in developing the skills necessary to make 
valid, culturally sensitive, and objective decisions regarding the content and rigor of instructional materials. All persons 
serving as instructional materials reviewers must complete the training program prior to beginning the review and selection 
process. 

History.—s. 304, ch. 2002-387; s. 1950, ch. 2003-261; s. 19, ch. 2010-154; s. 21, ch. 2011-55; s. 11, ch. 2013-45; s. 3, ch. 
2014-15. 

1006.30 Affidavit of state instructional materials reviewers.— 

Before transacting any business, each state instructional materials reviewer shall make an affidavit, to be filed with the 
department, that: 

(1) The reviewer will faithfully discharge the duties imposed upon him or her. 

(2) The reviewer has no interest in any publishing or manufacturing organization that produces or sells instructional 
materials. 

(3) The reviewer is in no way connected with the distribution of the instructional materials. 

(4) The reviewer does not have any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the business or profits of any person engaged in 
manufacturing, publishing, or selling instructional materials designed for use in the public schools. 

(5) The reviewer will not accept any emolument or promise of future reward of any kind from any publisher or 
manufacturer of instructional materials or his or her agent or anyone interested in, or intending to bias his or her judgment in 
any way in, the selection of any materials to be adopted. 

(6) The reviewer understands that it is unlawful to discuss matters relating to instructional materials submitted for adoption 
with any agent of a publisher or manufacturer of instructional materials, either directly or indirectly, except during the 
period when the publisher or manufacturer is providing a presentation for the reviewer during his or her review of the 
instructional materials submitted for adoption. 

History.—s. 305, ch. 2002-387; s. 22, ch. 2011-55. 

1006.31 Duties of the Department of Education and school district instructional materials reviewer.— 

The duties of the instructional materials reviewer are: 

(1) PROCEDURES.—To adhere to procedures prescribed by the department or the district for evaluating instructional 
materials submitted by publishers and manufacturers in each adoption. This section applies to both the state and district 
approval processes. 

(2) EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.—To use the selection criteria listed in s. 1006.34(2)(b) and 
recommend for adoption only those instructional materials aligned with the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
provided for in s. 1003.41. Instructional materials recommended by each reviewer shall be, to the satisfaction of each 
reviewer, accurate, objective, balanced, noninflammatory, current, free of pornography and material prohibited under s. 
847.012, and suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented. Reviewers shall consider for 
recommendation materials developed for academically talented students, such as students enrolled in advanced placement 
courses. When recommending instructional materials, each reviewer shall: 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.34.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.41.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.012.html
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(a) Include only instructional materials that accurately portray the ethnic, socioeconomic, cultural, religious, physical, and 
racial diversity of our society, including men and women in professional, career, and executive roles, and the role and 
contributions of the entrepreneur and labor in the total development of this state and the United States. 

(b) Include only materials that accurately portray, whenever appropriate, humankind’s place in ecological systems, 
including the necessity for the protection of our environment and conservation of our natural resources and the effects on the 
human system of the use of tobacco, alcohol, controlled substances, and other dangerous substances. 

(c) Include materials that encourage thrift, fire prevention, and humane treatment of people and animals. 

(d) Require, when appropriate to the comprehension of students, that materials for social science, history, or civics classes 
contain the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. A reviewer may not recommend any 
instructional materials that contain any matter reflecting unfairly upon persons because of their race, color, creed, national 
origin, ancestry, gender, religion, disability, socioeconomic status, or occupation. 

(3) REPORT OF REVIEWERS.—After a thorough study of all data submitted on each instructional material, to submit an 
electronic report to the department. The report shall be made public and must include responses to each section of the report 
format prescribed by the department. 

History.—s. 306, ch. 2002-387; s. 103, ch. 2004-357; s. 23, ch. 2011-55; s. 3, ch. 2013-237; s. 4, ch. 2014-15; s. 61, ch. 
2014-39; s. 4, ch. 2017-177. 

1006.32 Prohibited acts.— 

(1) A publisher or manufacturer of instructional material, or any representative thereof, may not offer to give any 
emolument, money, or other valuable thing, or any inducement, to any district school board official or state instructional 
materials reviewer to directly or indirectly introduce, recommend, vote for, or otherwise influence the adoption or purchase 
of any instructional materials. 

(2) A district school board official or a state instructional materials reviewer may not solicit or accept any emolument, 
money, or other valuable thing, or any inducement, to directly or indirectly introduce, recommend, vote for, or otherwise 
influence the adoption or purchase of any instructional material. 

(3) A district school board or publisher may not participate in a pilot program of materials being considered for adoption 
during the 18-month period before the official adoption of the materials by the commissioner. Any pilot program during the 
first 2 years of the adoption period must have the prior approval of the commissioner. 

(4) Any publisher or manufacturer of instructional materials or representative thereof or any district school board official 
or state instructional materials reviewer who violates any provision of this section commits a misdemeanor of the second 
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Any representative of a publisher or manufacturer who violates 
any provision of this section, in addition to any other penalty, shall be banned from practicing business in the state for a 
period of 1 calendar year. 

(5) This section does not prohibit any publisher, manufacturer, or agent from supplying, for purposes of examination, 
necessary sample copies of instructional materials to any district school board official or state instructional materials 
reviewer. 

(6) This section does not prohibit a district school board official or state instructional materials reviewer from receiving 
sample copies of instructional materials. 

(7) This section does not prohibit or restrict a district school board official from receiving royalties or other compensation, 
other than compensation paid to him or her as commission for negotiating sales to district school boards, from the publisher 
or manufacturer of instructional materials written, designed, or prepared by such district school board official, and adopted 
by the commissioner or purchased by any district school board. No district school board official shall be allowed to receive 
royalties on any materials not on the state-adopted list purchased for use by his or her district school board. 

(8) A district school superintendent, district school board member, teacher, or other person officially connected with the 
government or direction of public schools may not receive during the months actually engaged in performing duties under 
his or her contract any private fee, gratuity, donation, or compensation, in any manner whatsoever, for promoting the sale or 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.082.html
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exchange of any instructional material, map, or chart in any public school, or be an agent for the sale or the publisher of any 
instructional material or reference work, or have a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the introduction of any such 
instructional material, and any such agency or interest shall disqualify any person so acting or interested from holding any 
district school board employment whatsoever, and the person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as 
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083; however, this subsection does not prevent the adoption of any instructional material 
written in whole or in part by a Florida author. 

History.—s. 307, ch. 2002-387; s. 24, ch. 2011-55. 

1006.33 Bids or proposals; advertisement and its contents.— 

(1)(a) Beginning on or before May 15 of any year in which an instructional materials adoption is to be initiated, the 
department shall advertise in the Florida Administrative Register 4 weeks preceding the date on which the bids shall be 
received, that at a certain designated time, not later than June 15, sealed bids or proposals to be deposited with the 
department will be received from publishers or manufacturers for the furnishing of instructional materials proposed to be 
adopted as listed in the advertisement beginning April 1 following the adoption. 

(b) The advertisement shall state that, beginning in 2010-2011, each bidder shall furnish electronic sample copies of all 
instructional materials submitted, at a time designated by the department, which copies shall be identical with the copies 
approved and accepted by state instructional materials reviewers, as prescribed in this section, and with the copies furnished 
to the department and district school superintendents, as provided in this part. A school district may not request samples in 
addition to the electronic sample copies. 

(c) The advertisement shall state that a contract covering the adoption of the instructional materials shall be for a definite 
term. 

(d) The advertisement shall fix the time within which the required contract must be executed and shall state that the 
department reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

(e) The advertisement shall give information regarding digital specifications that have been adopted by the department, 
including minimum format requirements that will enable electronic and digital content to be accessed through the district’s 
local instructional improvement system and a variety of mobile, electronic, and digital devices. Beginning with 
specifications released in 2014, the digital specifications shall include requiring the capability for searching by state 
standards and site and student-level licensing. Such digital format specifications shall be appropriate for the interoperability 
of the content. The department may not adopt specifications that require the instructional materials to include specific 
references to FCAT and Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and benchmarks at the point of student use. 

(2) The bids submitted shall be for furnishing the designated materials in accordance with specifications of the department. 
The bid shall state the lowest wholesale price at which the materials will be furnished, at the time the adoption period 
provided in the contract begins. 

(3) The department shall require each publisher or manufacturer of instructional materials who submits a bid under this 
part to deposit with the department such sum of money or certified check as may be determined by the department, the 
amount to be not less than $500 and not more than $2,500, according to the number of instructional materials covered by the 
bid, which deposit shall be forfeited to the state and placed in the General Revenue Fund if the bidder making the deposit 
fails or refuses to execute the contract and bond within 30 days after receipt of the contract in case his or her bid or proposal 
is accepted. The commissioner shall, upon determining that the deposit is correct and proper, transmit the deposit to the 
Chief Financial Officer, who shall deposit the funds for credit to the Textbook Bid Trust Fund and issue his or her official 
receipt. 

(4) Sample copies of all instructional materials that have been made the bases of contracts under this part shall, upon 
request for the purpose of public inspection, be made available by the publisher to the department and the district school 
superintendent of each district school board that adopts the instructional materials from the state list upon request for the 
purpose of public inspection. 

History.—s. 308, ch. 2002-387; s. 1951, ch. 2003-261; s. 20, ch. 2010-154; s. 25, ch. 2011-55; s. 60, ch. 2013-14. 
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1006.34 Powers and duties of the commissioner and the department in selecting and adopting 
instructional materials.— 

(1) PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATING INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.—The State Board of Education shall adopt 
rules prescribing the procedures by which the department shall evaluate instructional materials submitted by publishers and 
manufacturers in each adoption. Included in these procedures shall be provisions affording each publisher or manufacturer 
or his or her representative an opportunity to provide a virtual presentation to state instructional materials reviewers on the 
merits of each instructional material submitted in each adoption. 

(2) SELECTION AND ADOPTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.— 

(a) The department shall notify all publishers and manufacturers of instructional materials who have submitted bids that 
within 3 weeks after the deadline for receiving bids, at a designated time and place, it will open the bids submitted and 
deposited with it. At the time and place designated, the bids shall be opened, read, and tabulated in the presence of the 
bidders or their representatives. No one may revise his or her bid after the bids have been filed. When all bids have been 
carefully considered, the commissioner shall, from the list of suitable, usable, and desirable instructional materials reported 
by the state instructional materials reviewers, select and adopt instructional materials for each grade and subject field in the 
curriculum of public elementary, middle, and high schools in which adoptions are made and in the subject areas designated 
in the advertisement. The adoption shall continue for the period specified in the advertisement, beginning on the ensuing 
April 1. The adoption shall not prevent the extension of a contract as provided in subsection (3). The commissioner shall 
always reserve the right to reject any and all bids. The commissioner may ask for new sealed bids from publishers or 
manufacturers whose instructional materials were recommended by the state instructional materials reviewers as suitable, 
usable, and desirable; specify the dates for filing such bids and the date on which they shall be opened; and proceed in all 
matters regarding the opening of bids and the awarding of contracts as required by this part. In all cases, bids shall be 
accompanied by a cash deposit or certified check of from $500 to $2,500, as the department may direct. The department, in 
adopting instructional materials, shall give due consideration both to the prices bid for furnishing instructional materials and 
to the report and recommendations of the state instructional materials reviewers. When the commissioner has finished with 
the report of the state instructional materials reviewers, the report shall be filed and preserved with the department and shall 
be available at all times for public inspection. 

(b) In the selection of instructional materials, library media, and other reading material used in the public school system, 
the standards used to determine the propriety of the material shall include: 

1. The age of the students who normally could be expected to have access to the material. 

2. The educational purpose to be served by the material. Priority shall be given to the selection of materials that align with 
the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards as provided for in s. 1003.41 and include the instructional objectives 
contained within the curriculum frameworks for career and technical education and adult and adult general education 
adopted by rule of the State Board of Education under s. 1004.92. 

3. The degree to which the material would be supplemented and explained by mature classroom instruction as part of a 
normal classroom instructional program. 

4. The consideration of the broad racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and cultural diversity of the students of this state. 

Any instructional material containing pornography or otherwise prohibited by s. 847.012 may not be used or made available 
within any public school. 

(3) CONTRACT WITH PUBLISHERS OR MANUFACTURERS; BOND.—As soon as practicable after the 
commissioner has adopted any instructional materials and all bidders that have secured the adoption of any instructional 
materials have been notified thereof by registered letter, the department shall prepare a contract in proper form with every 
bidder awarded the adoption of any instructional materials. Each contract shall be executed by the commissioner, one copy 
to be kept by the contractor and one copy to be filed with the department. After giving due consideration to comments by the 
district school boards, the commissioner, with the agreement of the publisher, may extend or shorten a contract period for a 
period not to exceed 2 years; and the terms of any such contract shall remain the same as in the original contract. Any 
publisher or manufacturer to whom any contract is let under this part must give bond in such amount as the department 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.41.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1004/Sections/1004.92.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.012.html


Updated 03/27/2018 

12 

 

 

requires, payable to the state, conditioned for the faithful, honest, and exact performance of the contract. The bond must 
provide for the payment of reasonable attorney’s fees in case of recovery in any suit thereon. The surety on the bond must be 
a guaranty or surety company lawfully authorized to do business in the state; however, the bond shall not be exhausted by a 
single recovery but may be sued upon from time to time until the full amount thereof is recovered, and the department may 
at any time, after giving 30 days’ notice, require additional security or additional bond. The form of any bond or bonds or 
contract or contracts under this part shall be prepared and approved by the department. At the discretion of the department, a 
publisher or manufacturer to whom any contract is let under this part may be allowed a cash deposit in lieu of a bond, 
conditioned for the faithful, honest, and exact performance of the contract. The cash deposit, payable to the department, 
shall be placed in the Textbook Bid Trust Fund. The department may recover damages on the cash deposit given by the 
contractor for failure to furnish instructional materials, the sum recovered to inure to the General Revenue Fund. 

(4) REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONTRACT.—The department may, from time to time, take any necessary 
actions, consistent with this part, to secure the prompt and faithful performance of all instructional materials contracts; and if 
any contractor fails or refuses to furnish instructional materials as provided in this part or otherwise breaks his or her 
contract, the department may sue on the required bond in the name of the state, in the courts of the state having jurisdiction, 
and recover damages on the bond given by the contractor for failure to furnish instructional materials, the sum recovered to 
inure to the General Revenue Fund. 

(5) RETURN OF DEPOSITS.— 

(a) The successful bidder shall be notified by registered mail of the award of contract and shall, within 30 days after 
receipt of the contract, execute the proper contract and post the required bond. When the bond and contract have been 
executed, the department shall notify the Chief Financial Officer and request that a warrant be issued against the Textbook 
Bid Trust Fund payable to the successful bidder in the amount deposited pursuant to this part. The Chief Financial Officer 
shall issue and forward the warrant to the department for distribution to the bidder. 

(b) At the same time or prior thereto, the department shall inform the Chief Financial Officer of the names of the 
unsuccessful bidders. Upon receipt of such notice, the Chief Financial Officer shall issue warrants against the Textbook Bid 
Trust Fund payable to the unsuccessful bidders in the amounts deposited pursuant to this part and shall forward the warrants 
to the department for distribution to the unsuccessful bidders. 

(c) One copy of each contract and an original of each bid, whether accepted or rejected, shall be preserved with the 
department for at least 3 years after the termination of the contract. 

(6) DEPOSITS FORFEITED.—If any successful bidder fails or refuses to execute contract and bond within 30 days after 
receipt of the contract, the cash deposit shall be forfeited to the state and placed by the Chief Financial Officer in the 
General Revenue Fund. 

(7) FORFEITURE OF CONTRACT AND BOND.—If any publisher or manufacturer of instructional materials fails or 
refuses to furnish instructional materials as provided in the contract, the publisher’s or manufacturer’s bond is forfeited and 
the commissioner must make another contract. 

History.—s. 309, ch. 2002-387; s. 1952, ch. 2003-261; s. 26, ch. 2011-55; s. 62, ch. 2014-39. 

1006.35 Accuracy of instructional materials.— 

(1) In addition to relying on statements of publishers or manufacturers of instructional materials, the commissioner may 
conduct or cause to be conducted an independent investigation to determine the accuracy of state-adopted instructional 
materials. 

(2) When errors in state-adopted materials are confirmed, the publisher of the materials shall provide to each district 
school board that has purchased the materials the corrections in a format approved by the department. 

(3) The commissioner may remove materials from the list of state-adopted materials if he or she finds that the content is in 
error and the publisher refuses to correct the error when notified by the department. 

(4) The commissioner may remove materials from the list of state-adopted materials at the request of the publisher if, in 
his or her opinion, there is no material impact on the state’s education goals. 
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History.—s. 310, ch. 2002-387; s. 27, ch. 2011-55. 

1006.36 Term of adoption for instructional materials.— 

(1) The term of adoption of any instructional materials must be a 5-year period beginning on April 1 following the 
adoption, except that the commissioner may approve terms of adoption of less than 5 years for materials in content areas 
which require more frequent revision. Any contract for instructional materials may be extended as prescribed in s. 
1006.34(3). 

(2) The department shall publish annually an official schedule of subject areas to be called for adoption for each of the 
succeeding 2 years, and a tentative schedule for years 3, 4, and 5. If extenuating circumstances warrant, the commissioner 
may add one or more subject areas to the official schedule, in which event the commissioner shall develop criteria for such 
additional subject area or areas and make them available to publishers as soon as practicable before the date on which bids 
are due. The schedule shall be developed so as to promote balance among the subject areas so that the required expenditure 
for new instructional materials is approximately the same each year in order to maintain curricular consistency. 

History.—s. 311, ch. 2002-387; s. 28, ch. 2011-55. 

1006.37 Requisition of instructional materials from publisher’s depository.— 

(1) The district school superintendent shall requisition adopted instructional materials from the depository of the publisher 
with whom a contract has been made. However, the superintendent shall requisition current instructional materials to 
provide each student with a textbook or other materials as a major tool of instruction in core courses of the subject areas 
specified in s. 1006.40(2). These materials must be requisitioned within the first 3 years of the adoption cycle, except for 
instructional materials related to growth of student membership or instructional materials maintenance needs. The 
superintendent may requisition instructional materials in the core subject areas specified in s. 1006.40(2) that are related to 
growth of student membership or instructional materials maintenance needs during the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th years of the 
original contract period. 

(2) The district school superintendent shall verify that the requisition is complete and accurate and order the depository to 
forward to him or her the adopted instructional materials shown by the requisition. The depository shall prepare an invoice 
of the materials shipped, including shipping charges, and mail it to the superintendent to whom the shipment is being made. 
The superintendent shall pay the depository within 60 days after receipt of the requisitioned materials from the appropriation 
for the purchase of adopted instructional materials. 

(3) A district school board or a consortium of school districts which implements an instructional materials program 
pursuant to s. 1006.283 is not required to requisition instructional materials from the publisher’s depository. 

History.—s. 312, ch. 2002-387; s. 4, ch. 2013-237. 

1006.38 Duties, responsibilities, and requirements of instructional materials publishers and 
manufacturers.— 

This section applies to both the state and district approval processes. Publishers and manufacturers of instructional materials, 
or their representatives, shall: 

(1) Comply with all provisions of this part. 

(2) Electronically deliver fully developed sample copies of all instructional materials upon which bids are based to the 
department pursuant to procedures adopted by the State Board of Education. 

(3) Submit, at a time designated in s. 1006.33, the following information: 

(a) Detailed specifications of the physical characteristics of the instructional materials, including any software or 
technological tools required for use by the district, school, teachers, or students. The publisher or manufacturer shall comply 
with these specifications if the instructional materials are adopted and purchased in completed form. 

(b) Evidence that the publisher or manufacturer has provided materials that address the performance standards provided 
for in s. 1001.03(1) and that can be accessed through the school district’s digital classrooms plan and a variety of electronic, 
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digital, and mobile devices. 

(c) Evidence that the instructional materials include specific references to statewide standards in the teacher’s manual and 
incorporate such standards into chapter tests or the assessments. 

(4) Make available for purchase by any district school board any diagnostic, criterion-referenced, or other tests that they 
may develop. 

(5) Furnish the instructional materials offered by them at a price in the state which, including all costs of electronic 
transmission, may not exceed the lowest price at which they offer such instructional materials for adoption or sale to any 
state or school district in the United States. 

(6) Reduce automatically the price of the instructional materials to any district school board to the extent that reductions 
are made elsewhere in the United States. 

(7) Provide any instructional materials free of charge in the state to the same extent as they are provided free of charge to 
any state or school district in the United States. 

(8) Guarantee that all copies of any instructional materials sold in this state will be at least equal in quality to the copies of 
such instructional materials that are sold elsewhere in the United States and will be kept revised, free from all errors, and up-
to-date as may be required by the department. 

(9) Agree that any supplementary material developed at the district or state level does not violate the author’s or 
publisher’s copyright, provided such material is developed in accordance with the doctrine of fair use. 

(10) Not in any way, directly or indirectly, become associated or connected with any combination in restraint of trade in 
instructional materials, nor enter into any understanding, agreement, or combination to control prices or restrict competition 
in the sale of instructional materials for use in the state. 

(11) Maintain or contract with a depository in the state. 

(12) For the core subject areas specified in s. 1006.40(2), maintain in the depository for the first 3 years of the contract an 
inventory of instructional materials sufficient to receive and fill orders. 

(13) For the core subject areas specified in s. 1006.40(2), ensure the availability of an inventory sufficient to receive and 
fill orders for instructional materials for growth, including the opening of a new school, and replacement during the 3rd and 
subsequent years of the original contract period. 

(14) Accurately and fully disclose only the names of those persons who actually authored the instructional materials. In 
addition to the penalties provided in subsection (16), the commissioner may remove from the list of state-adopted 
instructional materials those instructional materials whose publisher or manufacturer misleads the purchaser by falsely 
representing genuine authorship. 

(15) Grant, without prior written request, for any copyright held by the publisher or its agencies automatic permission to 
the department or its agencies for the reproduction of instructional materials and supplementary materials in Braille, large 
print, or other appropriate format for use by visually impaired students or other students with disabilities that would benefit 
from use of the materials. 

(16) Upon the willful failure of the publisher or manufacturer to comply with the requirements of this section, be liable to 
the department in the amount of three times the total sum which the publisher or manufacturer was paid in excess of the 
price required under subsections (5) and (6) and in the amount of three times the total value of the instructional materials 
and services which the district school board is entitled to receive free of charge under subsection (7). 

History.—s. 313, ch. 2002-387; s. 29, ch. 2011-55; s. 5, ch. 2013-237; s. 13, ch. 2014-56. 

1006.39 Production and dissemination of educational materials and products by department.— 

(1) Educational materials and products developed by or under the direction of the department, through research and 
development or other efforts, including those subject to copyright, patent, or trademark, shall be made available for use by 
teachers, students, administrators, and other appropriate persons in the state system of education at the earliest practicable 
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date and in the most economical and efficient manner possible. 

(2) To accomplish this objective, the department may publish, produce, or have produced educational materials and 
products and make them readily available for appropriate use in the state system of education. The department may charge 
an amount adequate to cover the essential cost of producing and disseminating such materials and products in the state 
system of education and may sell copies for educational use to private schools in the state and to the public. 

(3) All proceeds from the sale of educational materials and products shall be remitted to the Chief Financial Officer and 
shall be kept in a separate fund to be known as the “Educational Media and Technology Trust Fund” and, when properly 
budgeted as approved by the Legislature and the Executive Office of the Governor, used to pay the cost of producing and 
disseminating educational materials and products. 

(4) In cases in which the educational materials or products are of such nature, or the circumstances are such, that it is not 
practicable or feasible for the department to produce or have produced materials and products so developed, it may, after 
review and approval by the Department of State, license, lease, assign, sell, or otherwise give written consent to any person, 
firm or corporation for the manufacture or use thereof, on a royalty basis, or for such other consideration as the department 
finds proper and in the best interest of the state. The department shall protect educational materials and products against 
improper or unlawful use or infringement and enforce the collection of any sums due for the manufacture or use thereof by 
any other party. 

(5) The department shall not enter into the business of producing or publishing instructional materials for general use in 
classrooms. 

History.—s. 314, ch. 2002-387; s. 1953, ch. 2003-261; s. 30, ch. 2011-55. 

1006.40 Use of instructional materials allocation; instructional materials, library books, and reference 
books; repair of books.— 

(1) On or before July 1 each year, the commissioner shall certify to each district school superintendent the estimated 
allocation of state funds for instructional materials, computed pursuant to the provisions of s. 1011.67 for the ensuing fiscal 
year. 

(2) Each district school board must purchase current instructional materials to provide each student in kindergarten 
through grade 12 with a major tool of instruction in core courses of the subject areas of mathematics, language arts, science, 
social studies, reading, and literature. Such purchase must be made within the first 3 years after the effective date of the 
adoption cycle unless a district school board or a consortium of school districts has implemented an instructional materials 
program pursuant to s. 1006.283. 

(3)(a) Except for a school district or a consortium of school districts that implements an instructional materials program 
pursuant to s. 1006.283, each district school board shall use the annual allocation only for the purchase of instructional 
materials that align with state standards and are included on the state-adopted list, except as otherwise authorized in 
paragraphs (b) and (c). 

(b) Up to 50 percent of the annual allocation may be used for: 

1. The purchase of library and reference books and nonprint materials. 

2. The purchase of other materials having intellectual content which assist in the instruction of a subject or course. These 
materials may be available in bound, unbound, kit, or package form and may consist of hardbacked or softbacked textbooks, 
novels, electronic content, consumables, learning laboratories, manipulatives, electronic media, computer courseware or 
software, and other commonly accepted instructional tools as prescribed by district school board rule. 

3. The repair and renovation of textbooks and library books and replacements for items which were part of previously 
purchased instructional materials. 

(c) District school boards may use 100 percent of that portion of the annual allocation designated for the purchase of 
instructional materials for kindergarten, and 75 percent of that portion of the annual allocation designated for the purchase of 
instructional materials for first grade, to purchase materials not on the state-adopted list. 
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(d) Any materials purchased pursuant to this section must be: 

1. Free of pornography and material prohibited under s. 847.012. 

2. Suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented. 

3. Appropriate for the grade level and age group for which the materials are used or made available. 

(4) Each district school board is responsible for the content of all materials used in a classroom or otherwise made 
available to students. Each district school board shall adopt rules, and each district school superintendent shall implement 
procedures, that: 

(a) Maximize student use of the district-approved instructional materials. 

(b) Provide a process for public review of, public comment on, and the adoption of instructional materials that satisfies the 
requirements of s. 1006.283(2)(b)8., 9., and 11. 

(5) District school boards may issue purchase orders subsequent to February 1 in an aggregate amount which does not 
exceed 20 percent of the current year’s allocation, and subsequent to April 1 in an aggregate amount which does not exceed 
90 percent of the current year’s allocation, for the purpose of expediting the delivery of instructional materials which are to 
be paid for from the ensuing year’s allocation. This subsection does not apply to a district school board or a consortium of 
school districts that implements an instructional materials program pursuant to s. 1006.283. 

(6) In any year in which the total instructional materials allocation for a school district has not been expended or obligated 
prior to June 30, the district school board shall carry forward the unobligated amount and shall add it to the next year’s 
allocation. 

(7) A district school board or a consortium of school districts that implements an instructional materials program pursuant 
to s. 1006.283 may use the annual allocation to purchase instructional materials not on the state-adopted list. However, 
instructional materials purchased pursuant to this section which are not included on the state-adopted list must meet the 
criteria of s. 1006.31(2), align with state standards adopted by the State Board of Education pursuant to s. 1003.41, and be 
consistent with course expectations based on the district’s comprehensive plan for student progression and course 
descriptions adopted in state board rule. 

History.—s. 315, ch. 2002-387; s. 10, ch. 2009-3; s. 19, ch. 2009-59; s. 21, ch. 2010-154; s. 31, ch. 2011-55; s. 14, ch. 2012-
133; s. 6, ch. 2013-237; s. 5, ch. 2014-15; s. 63, ch. 2014-39; s. 62, ch. 2017-116; s. 5, ch. 2017-177. 

1006.41 Disposal of instructional materials.— 

(1) Instructional materials that have become unserviceable or surplus or are no longer on state contract may be disposed 
of, under adopted rule of the district school board, by: 

(a) Giving or lending the materials to other public education programs within the district or state, to the teachers to use in 
developing supplementary teaching materials, to students or others, or to any charitable organization, governmental agency, 
home education students, private school, or state. 

(b) Selling the materials to used book dealers, recycling plants, pulp mills, or other persons, firms, or corporations upon 
such terms as are most economically advantageous to the district school board. 

(2) The district school board may prescribe by rule the manner for destroying instructional materials that cannot be 
disposed of as provided in subsection (1). 

(3) All moneys received for the sale, exchange, or other disposition of instructional materials shall be deposited in the 
district school fund and added to the district appropriation for instructional materials. 

(4) Instructional materials which have been sold, exchanged, lost, destroyed, or damaged and for which proper charges 
have been assessed and collected, and instructional materials which have been destroyed by fire or storm damage or by order 
of a competent health officer or the district school superintendent, shall be dropped from the record of instructional materials 
for which, as provided by law, district school boards are held responsible. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0800-0899/0847/Sections/0847.012.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.283.html
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History.—s. 316, ch. 2002-387. 

1006.42 Responsibility of students and parents for instructional materials.— 

All instructional materials purchased under the provisions of this part are the property of the district school board. When 
distributed to the students, these instructional materials are on loan to the students while they are pursuing their courses of 
study and are to be returned at the direction of the school principal or the teacher in charge. Each parent of a student to 
whom or for whom instructional materials have been issued, is liable for any loss or destruction of, or unnecessary damage 
to, the instructional materials or for failure of the student to return the instructional materials when directed by the school 
principal or the teacher in charge, and shall pay for such loss, destruction, or unnecessary damage as provided under s. 
1006.28(4). 

History.—s. 317, ch. 2002-387; s. 64, ch. 2014-39; s. 6, ch. 2017-177. 

 

 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1001 

K-20 GOVERNANCE 
 

1001.10 Commissioner of Education; general powers and duties.— 

(6) Additionally, the commissioner has the following general powers and duties: 

(n) To develop criteria for use by department instructional materials reviewers in evaluating materials submitted for 
adoption consideration. The criteria shall, as appropriate, be based on instructional expectations reflected in course 
descriptions and student performance standards. The criteria for each subject or course shall be made available to 
publishers and manufacturers of instructional materials pursuant to the requirements of chapter 1006. 

(o) To prescribe procedures for evaluating instructional materials submitted by publishers and manufacturers in each 
adoption. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1006/Sections/1006.28.html
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1001.42  Powers and duties of district school board.-- The district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise 
all powers and perform all duties listed below: 

(9) COURSES OF STUDY AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.--Provide adequate instructional materials 
for all students in accordance with the requirements of chapter 1006. 

(19)  LOCAL-LEVEL DECISIONMAKING.— 

(a)  Adopt policies that clearly encourage and enhance maximum decisionmaking appropriate to the school site. Such 
policies must include guidelines for schools in the adoption and purchase of district and school site instructional materials 
and technology, the implementation of student health and fitness standards, staff training, school advisory council 
member training, student support services, budgeting, and the allocation of staff resources. 

1001.54 Duties of school principals.— 

(4) Each school principal is responsible for the management and care of instructional materials, in accordance with the 
provisions of chapter 1006. 

 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1002 

STUDENT AND PARENTAL RIGHTS AND EDUCATIONAL CHOICES 
 

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public school students must receive accurate and timely 
information regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed of ways they can help their child to succeed 
in school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory rights including, but not limited to, the 
following: 

(9) BLIND STUDENTS.--Blind students have the right to an individualized written education program and appropriate 
instructional materials to attain literacy, in accordance with provisions of s. 1003.55. 

(19)  INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.-- 

(a) Core courses.--Each public school student is entitled to sufficient instructional materials in the core courses of 
mathematics, language arts, social studies, science, reading, and literature, in accordance with the provisions of ss. 
1003.02(1)(d) and 1006.40(2). 

(b) Curricular objectives.--The parent of each public school student has the right to receive effective 
communication from the school principal as to the manner in which instructional materials are used to 
implement the school’s curricular objectives, in accordance with the provisions of s. 1006.28(3)(a). 
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(c) Sale of instructional materials.--Upon request of the parent of a public school student, the school principal must 
sell to the parent any instructional materials used in the school, in accordance with the provisions of s. 1006.28(3)(c). 

(d) Dual enrollment students.--Instructional materials purchased by a district school board or Florida College System 
institution board of trustees on behalf of public school dual enrollment students shall be made available to the dual 
enrollment students free of charge, in accordance with the provisions of s. 1007.271(17). 

1002.23 Family and School Partnership for Student Achievement Act.— 

(2) To facilitate meaningful parent and family involvement, the Department of Education shall develop guidelines for a 
parent guide to successful student achievement which describes what parents need to know about their child’s 
educational progress and how they can help their child to succeed in school. The guidelines shall include, but need not 
be limited to: 

(g) School board rules, policies, and procedures for student promotion and retention, academic standards, student 
assessment, courses of study, instructional materials, and contact information for school and district offices; 

1002.39 The John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program.--There is established a 
program that is separate and distinct from the Opportunity Scholarship Program and is named the John M. McKay 
Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program. 

(10) JOHN M. MCKAY SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.— 

(a)1.  The maximum scholarship granted for an eligible student with disabilities shall be equivalent to the base student 
allocation in the Florida Education Finance Program multiplied by the appropriate cost factor for the educational program 
that would have been provided for the student in the district school to which he or she was assigned, multiplied by the 
district cost differential. 

2.  In addition, a share of the guaranteed allocation for exceptional students shall be determined and added to the amount 
in subparagraph 1. The calculation shall be based on the methodology and the data used to calculate the guaranteed 
allocation for exceptional students for each district in chapter 2000-166, Laws of Florida. 

Except as provided in subparagraphs 3. and 4., the calculation shall be based on the student’s grade, matrix level of 
services, and the difference between the 2000-2001 basic program and the appropriate level of services cost factor, 
multiplied by the 2000-2001 base student allocation and the 2000-2001 district cost differential for the sending district. 
The calculated amount shall include the per-student share of supplemental academic instruction funds, instructional 
materials funds, technology funds, and other categorical funds as provided in the General Appropriations Act. 
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1002.42 Private schools.— 

(10)  INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.--District school boards may dispose of instructional materials when they 
become unserviceable or surplus or are no longer on state contract by giving them to a private school in accordance with 
the provisions of s. 1006.41. 

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.— 

(3) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.--Each virtual instruction program under this section 
must: 

(c) )  Provide each student enrolled in the program with all the necessary instructional materials. 

 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1003 
PUBLIC K-12 EDUCATION 

1003.02 District school board operation and control of public K-12 education within the school district.--
As provided in part II of chapter 1001, district school boards are constitutionally and statutorily charged with the 
operation and control of public K-12 education within their school district. The district school boards must establish, 
organize, and operate their public K-12 schools and educational programs, employees, and facilities. Their 
responsibilities include staff development, public K-12 school student education including education for exceptional 
students and students in juvenile justice programs, special programs, adult education programs, and career education 
programs. Additionally, district school boards must: 

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students of school age, for the attendance and control of students at school, 
and for proper attention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of students in the following fields: 

(d) Courses of study and instructional materials.-- 

1. Provide adequate instructional materials for all students as follows and in accordance with the requirements of 
chapter 1006, in the core courses of mathematics, language arts, social studies, science, reading, and literature, except 
for instruction for which the school advisory council approves the use of a program that does not include a textbook as a 
major tool of instruction. 

2. Adopt courses of study for use in the schools of the district. 
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3. Provide for proper requisitioning, distribution, accounting, storage, care, and use of all instructional materials as may 
be needed, and ensure that instructional materials used in the district are consistent with the district goals and objectives 
and the curriculum frameworks approved by the State Board of Education, as well as with the state and school district 
performance standards required by law and state board rule. 

11003.41 Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.— 

(1) Next Generation Sunshine State Standards establish the core content of the curricula to be taught in the state and 
specify the core content knowledge and skills that K-12 public school students are expected to acquire. Standards must be 
rigorous and relevant and provide for the logical, sequential progression of core curricular content that incrementally 
increases a student’s core content knowledge and skills over time. Curricular content for all subjects must integrate 
critical-thinking, problem-solving, and workforce-literacy skills; communication, reading, and writing skills; mathematics 
skills; collaboration skills; contextual and applied-learning skills; technology-literacy skills; information and media-
literacy skills; and civic-engagement skills. The standards must include distinct grade-level expectations for the core 
content knowledge and skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from kindergarten 
through grade 8. The standards for grades 9 through 12 may be organized by grade clusters of more than one grade level 
except as otherwise provided for visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign language standards. 

(2) Next Generation Sunshine State Standards must meet the following requirements: 

(a) English Language Arts standards must establish specific curricular content for, at a minimum, reading, writing, 
speaking and listening, and language. 

(b) Science standards must establish specific curricular content for, at a minimum, the nature of science, earth and 
space science, physical science, and life science. 

(c) Mathematics standards must establish specific curricular content for, at a minimum, algebra, geometry, statistics 
and probability, number and quantity, functions, and modeling. 

(d) Social Studies standards must establish specific curricular content for, at a minimum, geography, United States and 
world history, government, civics, humanities, and economics, including financial literacy. Financial literacy includes the 
knowledge, understanding, skills, behaviors, attitudes, and values that will enable a student to make responsible and 
effective financial decisions on a daily basis. Financial literacy instruction shall be an integral part of instruction 
throughout the entire economics course and include information regarding earning income; buying goods and services; 
saving and financial investing; taxes; the use of credit and credit cards; budgeting and debt management, including 
student loans and secured loans; banking and financial services; planning for one’s financial future, including higher 
education and career planning; credit reports and scores; and fraud and identity theft prevention. 

(e) Visual and performing arts, physical education, health, and foreign language standards must establish specific 
curricular content and include distinct grade level expectations for the core content knowledge and 



Updated 03/27/2018 

22 

 

 

 

skills that a student is expected to have acquired by each individual grade level from kindergarten through grade 

5. The standards for grades 6 through 12 may be organized by grade clusters of more than one grade level. 

(3) The Commissioner of Education, as needed, shall develop and submit proposed revisions to the standards for 
review and comment by Florida educators, school administrators, representatives of the Florida College System 
institutions and state universities who have expertise in the content knowledge and skills necessary to prepare a student 
for postsecondary education and careers, business and industry leaders, and the public. The commissioner, after 
considering reviews and comments, shall submit the proposed revisions to the State Board of Education for adoption. 

(4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to administer this section. 

History.—s. 130, ch. 2002-387; s. 1, ch. 2008-235; s. 2, ch. 2010-48; s. 32, ch. 2011-5; s. 11, ch. 2013-27; s. 36, 

ch. 2014-39. 

1Note.—Section 6, ch. 2013-250, provides that “[f]ull implementation of online assessments for Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards in English/language arts and mathematics adopted under s. 1003.41, Florida Statutes, for all 
kindergarten through grade 12 public school students shall occur only after the technology infrastructure, connectivity, 
and capacity of all public schools and school districts have been load tested and independently verified as ready for 
successful deployment and implementation.” 

1003.4203 Digital materials, recognitions, certificates, and technical assistance.— 

(1) DIGITAL MATERIALS.—Each district school board, in consultation with the district school superintendent, shall 
make available digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool certificates, and CAPE industry certifications for students in 
prekindergarten through grade 12 in order to enable students to attain digital skills. The digital materials, CAPE Digital 
Tool certificates, and CAPE industry certifications may be integrated into subject area curricula, offered as a separate 
course, made available through open-access options, or deployed through online or digital computer applications. 

(2) CAPE ESE DIGITAL TOOLS.— Each district school board, in consultation with the district school 
superintendent, shall make available digital and instructional materials, including software applications, to students 
with disabilities who are in prekindergarten through grade 12. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year: 

(a) Digital materials may include CAPE Digital Tool certificates, workplace industry certifications, and OSHA 
industry certifications identified pursuant to s. 1008.44 for students with disabilities; and 

(b) Each student’s individual educational plan for students with disabilities developed pursuant to this chapter must 
identify the CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications the student seeks to attain before high 
school graduation. 

(3) CAPE DIGITAL TOOL CERTIFICATES.— The department shall identify, by June 15 of each year, CAPE 
Digital Tool certificates that indicate a student’s digital skills. The department shall notify each school district when the 
certificates are available. The certificates shall be made available to all public elementary and middle grades students. 
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(a) Targeted skills to be mastered for the certificate include digital skills that are necessary to the student’s academic 
work and skills the student may need in future employment. The skills must include, but are not limited to, word 
processing; spreadsheets; presentations, including sound, motion, and color presentations; digital arts; cybersecurity; 
and coding consistent with CAPE industry certifications that are listed on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List, 
pursuant to ss. 1003.492 and 1008.44. CAPE Digital Tool certificates earned by students are eligible for additional full-
time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)1.a. 

(b) The school district shall notify each middle school advisory council of the methods of delivery of the open-
access content and assessments for the certificates. If there is no middle school advisory council, notification must 
be provided to the district advisory council. 

(c) The Legislature intends that by July 1, 2018, on an annual basis, at least 75 percent of public middle grades 
students earn at least one CAPE Digital Tool certificate. 

(4) CAPE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS.— 

(a) CAPE industry certifications, issued to middle school and high school students, which do not articulate for college 
credit, are eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)1.b. 

(b) CAPE industry certifications, issued to high school students, which articulate for college credit, are eligible 
for additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)1.b. 

(5) CAPE INNOVATION AND CAPE ACCELERATION.— 

(a) CAPE Innovation.—Up to five courses annually approved by the commissioner that combine academic and career 
content, and performance outcome expectations that, if achieved by a student, shall articulate for college credit and be 
eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)1.c. Such approved courses must 
incorporate at least two third-party assessments that, if successfully completed by a student, shall articulate for college 
credit. At least one of the two third-party assessments must be associated with an industry certification that is identified 
on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List. Each course that is approved by the commissioner must be specifically 
identified in the Course Code Directory as a CAPE Innovation Course. 

(b) CAPE Acceleration.—Industry certifications, annually approved by the commissioner, that articulate for 15 or 
more college credit hours and, if successfully completed, shall be eligible for additional full-time equivalent 
membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1)(o)1.d. Each approved industry certification must be specifically identified in the 
CAPE Industry Certification Funding List as a CAPE Acceleration Industry Certification. 

(6) GRADE POINT AVERAGE CALCULATION.—For purposes of calculating grade point average, a grade in a course 
that is level 3 or above and leads to an industry certification must be weighted the same as a grade in an honors course. 

(7) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 

(a) The Department of Education shall collaborate with Florida educators and school leaders to provide technical 
assistance to district school boards in the implementation of this section. Technical assistance to districts shall include, 
but is not limited to, identification of digital resources, primarily open-access resources, 
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including digital curriculum, instructional materials, media assets, and other digital tools and applications; training 
mechanisms for teachers and others to facilitate integration of digital resources and technologies into instructional 
strategies; and model policies and procedures that support sustainable implementation practices. 

(b) Public schools may provide students with access to third-party assessment centers and career and professional 
academy curricula in a digital format in support of CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications, 
pursuant to this section and s. 1008.44, to assist public schools and school districts to establish Florida Digital 
Classrooms. 

(8) PARTNERSHIPS.— 

(a) A district school board may seek partnerships with other school districts, private businesses, postsecondary 
institutions, or consultants to offer classes and instruction to teachers and students to assist the school district in providing 
digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool certificates, and CAPE industry certifications established pursuant to this section. 

(b) Third-party assessment providers and career and professional academy curricula providers are encouraged to 
provide annual training to staff of the Department of Education, staff of school district offices, instructional staff of public 
schools, including charter schools, and other appropriate administrative staff through face-to-face training models; 
1through online, video conferencing training models; and through state, regional, or conference presentations. 

(9) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to administer this section. 

History.—s. 17, ch. 2011-175; s. 14, ch. 2013-27; s. 4, ch. 2014-184. 

1Note.—The word “through” was inserted by the editors to improve clarity. 

1003.51 Other public educational services.— 

(2)   The State Board of Education shall adopt rules articulating expectations for effective education programs for 
students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs, including, but not limited to, education programs in juvenile justice 
prevention, day treatment, residential, and detention programs. The rule shall establish policies and standards for 
education programs for students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs and shall include the following: 

1003.55 Instructional programs for blind or visually impaired students and deaf or hard-of- hearing 
students.— 

(1) The Department of Education may establish a coordinating unit and instructional materials center for visually 
impaired students and deaf or hard-of-hearing students to provide staff and resources for the coordination, cataloging, 
standardizing, producing, procuring, storing, and distributing of braille, large print, tangible apparatus, captioned films 
and video tapes, and other specialized educational materials needed by these students and other exceptional students. The 
coordinating unit shall have as its major purpose the improvement of instructional programs for visually impaired 
students and deaf or hard-of-hearing students and may, as a 
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second priority, extend appropriate services to other exceptional students, consistent with provisions and criteria 
established, to the extent that resources are available. 

(2) The unit shall be operated under rules adopted by the State Board of Education. 

(3) As used in this section, the term: 

(a)  “Blind student” means a student who is eligible for special education services and who: 

1. Has a visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with correcting lenses or has a limited field of vision such 
that the widest diameter subtends an angular distance of no greater than 20 degrees; or 

2. Has a medically indicated expectation of visual deterioration. 

(b) “Braille” means the system of reading and writing through touch commonly known as standard English braille. 

(c) “Individualized education program” means a written statement developed for a student eligible for special 
education services pursuant to s. 602(a)(20), Part A of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 

U.S.C. s. 1401(a). 

(4) In developing an individualized written education program for each blind student, the presumption shall be that 
blind students can communicate effectively and efficiently with the same level of proficiency expected of the students’ 
peers of comparable ability and grade level. Accordingly, proficiency in reading and writing braille shall be considered 
during the individualized planning and assessment processes in this context. 

(5) Any publisher of a textbook adopted pursuant to the state instructional materials adoption process shall furnish the 
Department of Education with a computer file in an electronic format specified by the department at least 2 years in 
advance that is readily translatable to braille and can be used for large print or speech access. Any textbook reproduced 
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection shall be purchased at a price equal to the price paid for the textbook as 
adopted. The Department of Education shall not reproduce textbooks obtained pursuant to this subsection in any manner 
that would generate revenues for the department from the use of such computer files or that would preclude the rightful 
payment of fees to the publisher for use of all or some portion of the textbook. 

History.--s. 149, ch. 2002-387. 

1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.--It is the intent of the Legislature to recognize and 
reward school districts that demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain or improve their high- performing status. The 
purpose of this section is to provide high-performing school districts with flexibility in meeting the specific requirements 
in statute and rules of the State Board of Education. 
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(2) COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTES AND RULES.—Each academically high-performing school district shall 
comply with all of the provisions in chapters 1000-1013, and rules of the State Board of Education which implement these 
provisions, pertaining to the following: 

(j) Those statutes relating to instructional materials, except that s. 1006.37, relating to the requisition of state- adopted 
materials from the depository under contract with the publisher, and s. 1006.40(3)(a), relating to the use of 50 percent of 
the instructional materials allocation, shall be eligible for exemption. 

 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1007 
ARTICULATION AND ACCESS 

1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.— 

(17) Instructional materials assigned for use within dual enrollment courses shall be made available to dual 
enrollment students from Florida public high schools free of charge. This subsection does not prohibit a Florida College 
System institution from providing instructional materials at no cost to a home education student or student from a private 
school. Instructional materials purchased by a district school board or Florida College System institution board of 
trustees on behalf of dual enrollment students shall be the property of the board against which the purchase is charged. 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1008 
ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.— 

(4) SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAMS.—Each public school shall participate in the statewide, standardized 
assessment program in accordance with the assessment and reporting schedules and the minimum and recommended 
technology requirements published by the Commissioner of Education. District school boards shall not establish school 
calendars that conflict with or jeopardize implementation of the assessment program. All district school boards shall 
report assessment results as required by the state management information system. Performance data shall be analyzed 
and reported to parents, the community, and the state. Student performance data shall be used by districts in developing 
objectives for the school improvement plan, evaluating instructional personnel and administrative personnel, assigning 
staff, allocating resources, acquiring instructional materials and technology, implementing performance-based 
budgeting, and promoting and 
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assigning students to educational programs. The analysis of student performance data must also identify strengths and 
needs in the educational program and trends over time. The analysis must be used in conjunction with the budgetary 
planning processes developed pursuant to s. 1008.385 and the development of remediation programs. 

 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1010 
FINANCIAL MATTERS 

1010.215 Educational funding accountability.— 

(5) The annual school public accountability report required by ss. 1001.42(18) and 1008.345 must include a school 
financial report. The purpose of the school financial report is to better inform parents and the public concerning how 
funds were spent to operate the school during the prior fiscal year. Each school’s financial report must follow a 
uniform, districtwide format that is easy to read and understand. 

(b) Expenditures must be reported as the total expenditures per unweighted full-time equivalent student at the school 
level and the average expenditures per full-time equivalent student at the district and state levels in each of the following 
categories and subcategories: 

6. The following materials, supplies, and operating capital outlay: 

a. Textbooks; 

b. Computer hardware and software; 

c. Other instructional materials; 

d. Other materials and supplies; and 

e. Library media materials. 

7. Food services. 

8. Other support services. 

9. Operation and maintenance of the school plant. 
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Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1011 
PLANNING AND BUDGETING 

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annual allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to 
each district for operation of schools is not determined in the annual appropriations act or the substantive bill 
implementing the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as follows: 

(6) CATEGORICAL FUNDS.— 

(a) In addition to the basic amount for current operations for the FEFP as determined in subsection (1), the 
Legislature may appropriate categorical funding for specified programs, activities, or purposes. 

(b) If a district school board finds and declares in a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the school board that the 
funds received for any of the following categorical appropriations are urgently needed to maintain school board 
specified academic classroom instruction, the school board may consider and approve an amendment to the school 
district operating budget transferring the identified amount of the categorical funds to the appropriate account for 
expenditure: 

1. Funds for student transportation. 

2. Funds for safe schools. 

3. Funds for supplemental academic instruction if the required additional hour of instruction beyond the normal school 
day for each day of the entire school year has been provided for the students in each low-performing elementary school in 
the district pursuant to paragraph (1)(f). 

4. Funds for research-based reading instruction if the required additional hour of instruction beyond the normal school 
day for each day of the entire school year has been provided for the students in each low-performing elementary school 
in the district pursuant to paragraph (9)(a). 

5. Funds for instructional materials if all instructional material purchases necessary to provide updated materials 
that are aligned with applicable state standards and course descriptions and that meet statutory requirements of 
content and learning have been completed for that fiscal year, but no sooner than March 1. Funds available after 
March 1 may be used to purchase hardware for student instruction. 

(9) RESEARCH-BASED READING INSTRUCTION ALLOCATION.-- 

(a) The research-based reading instruction allocation is created to provide comprehensive reading instruction to students 
in kindergarten through grade 12. For the 2014-2015 fiscal year, in each school district that has one or more of the 300 
lowest-performing elementary schools based on the state reading assessment, priority shall be given to providing an 
additional hour per day of intensive reading instruction beyond the normal school day for each day of the entire school 
year for the students in each school. Students enrolled in these schools who have 
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level 5 assessment scores may participate in the additional hour of instruction on an optional basis. Exceptional student 
education centers shall not be included in the 300 schools. The intensive reading instruction delivered in this additional 
hour and for other students shall include: research-based reading instruction that has been proven to accelerate progress 
of students exhibiting a reading deficiency; differentiated instruction based on student assessment data to meet students’ 
specific reading needs; explicit and systematic reading development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, and comprehension, with more extensive opportunities for guided practice, error correction, and feedback; 
and the integration of social studies, science, and mathematics- text reading, text discussion, and writing in response to 
reading. For the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 fiscal years, a school district may not hire more reading coaches than were 
hired during the 2011-2012 fiscal year unless all students in kindergarten through grade 5 who demonstrate a reading 
deficiency, as determined by district and state assessments, including students scoring Level 1 or Level 2 on the 
statewide, standardized reading assessment or, upon implementation, the English Language Arts assessment, are 
provided an additional hour per day of intensive reading instruction beyond the normal school day for each day of the 
entire school year. 

(b) Funds for comprehensive, research-based reading instruction shall be allocated annually to each school district in 
the amount provided in the General Appropriations Act. Each eligible school district shall receive the same minimum 
amount as specified in the General Appropriations Act, and any remaining funds shall be distributed to eligible school 
districts based on each school district’s proportionate share of K-12 base funding. 

(c) Funds allocated under this subsection must be used to provide a system of comprehensive reading 
instruction to students enrolled in the K-12 programs, which may include the following: 

1. The provision of an additional hour per day of intensive reading instruction to students in the 300 lowest- 
performing elementary schools by teachers and reading specialists who are effective in teaching reading. 

2. Kindergarten through grade 5 reading intervention teachers to provide intensive intervention during the school 
day and in the required extra hour for students identified as having a reading deficiency. 

3. The provision of highly qualified reading coaches to specifically support teachers in making instructional decisions 
based on student data, and improve teacher delivery of effective reading instruction, intervention, and reading in the 
content areas based on student need. 

4. Professional development for school district teachers in scientifically based reading instruction, including 
strategies to teach reading in content areas and with an emphasis on technical and informational text. 

5. The provision of summer reading camps for all students in kindergarten through grade 2 who demonstrate a reading 
deficiency as determined by district and state assessments, and students in grades 3 through 5 who score at Level 1 on the 
statewide, standardized reading assessment or, upon implementation, the English Language Arts assessment. 

6. The provision of supplemental instructional materials that are grounded in scientifically based reading 
research. 

7. The provision of intensive interventions for students in kindergarten through grade 12 who have been identified as 
having a reading deficiency or who are reading below grade level as determined by the statewide, standardized 
assessment. 

(d) Annually, by a date determined by the Department of Education but before May 1, school districts shall submit a 
K-12 comprehensive reading plan for the specific use of the research-based reading instruction allocation in the format 
prescribed by the department for review and approval by the Just Read, Florida! Office created pursuant to s. 1001.215. 
The plan annually submitted by school districts shall be deemed approved unless the department rejects the plan on or 
before June 1. If a school district and the Just Read, Florida! Office 
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cannot reach agreement on the contents of the plan, the school district may appeal to the State Board of Education for 
resolution. School districts shall be allowed reasonable flexibility in designing their plans and shall be encouraged to 
offer reading intervention through innovative methods, including career academies. The plan format shall be developed 
with input from school district personnel, including teachers and principals, and shall allow courses in core, career, and 
alternative programs that deliver intensive reading remediation through integrated curricula, provided that the teacher is 
deemed highly qualified to teach reading or working toward that status. No later than July 1 annually, the department 
shall release the school district’s allocation of appropriated funds to those districts having approved plans. A school 
district that spends 100 percent of this allocation on its approved plan shall be deemed to have been in compliance with 
the plan. The department may withhold funds upon a determination that reading instruction allocation funds are not 
being used to implement the approved plan. The department shall monitor and track the implementation of each district 
plan, including conducting site visits and collecting specific data on expenditures and reading improvement results. By 
February 1 of each year, the department shall report its findings to the Legislature. 

 Funds for instructional materials.— 

(1) The department is authorized to allocate and distribute to each district an amount as prescribed annually by the 
Legislature for instructional materials for student membership in basic and special programs in grades K-12, which will 
provide for growth and maintenance needs. For purposes of this subsection, unweighted full-time equivalent students 
enrolled in the lab schools in state universities are to be included as school district students and reported as such to the 
department. The annual allocation shall be determined as follows: 

(a) The growth allocation for each school district shall be calculated as follows: 

1. Subtract from that district’s projected full-time equivalent membership of students in basic and special programs in 
grades K-12 used in determining the initial allocation of the Florida Education Finance Program, the prior year’s full-
time equivalent membership of students in basic and special programs in grades K-12 for that district. 

2. Multiply any such increase in full-time equivalent student membership by the allocation for a set of instructional 
materials, as determined by the department, or as provided for in the General Appropriations Act. 

3. The amount thus determined shall be that district’s initial allocation for growth for the school year. However, the 
department shall recompute and adjust the initial allocation based on actual full-time equivalent student membership data 
for that year. 

(b) The maintenance of the instructional materials allocation for each school district shall be calculated by multiplying 
each district’s prior year full-time equivalent membership of students in basic and special programs in grades K-12 by the 
allocation for maintenance of a set of instructional materials as provided for in the General Appropriations Act. The 
amount thus determined shall be that district’s initial allocation for maintenance for the school year; however, the 
department shall recompute and adjust the initial allocation based on such actual full-time equivalent student membership 
data for that year. 
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(c) In the event the funds appropriated are not sufficient for the purpose of implementing this subsection in full, the 
department shall prorate the funds available for instructional materials after first funding in full each district’s growth 
allocation. 

(2) Annually by July 1 and prior to the release of instructional materials funds, each district school superintendent 
shall certify to the Commissioner of Education that the district school board has approved a comprehensive staff 
development plan that supports fidelity of implementation of instructional materials programs. The report shall 
include verification that training was provided and that the materials are being implemented as designed. 

History.--s. 659, ch. 2002-387; s. 11, ch. 2004-271; s. 52, ch. 2006-74; s. 28, ch. 2010-154. 

 

Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1013 
PERSONNEL 

1012.585 Process for renewal of professional certificates.— 

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the following requirements must be met: 

(a) The applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college credits or 120 inservice points or a combination thereof. For each 
area of specialization to be retained on a certificate, the applicant must earn at least 3 of the required credit hours or 
equivalent inservice points in the specialization area. Education in “clinical educator” training pursuant to s. 
1004.04(5)(b) and credits or points that provide training in the area of scientifically researched, knowledge-based 
reading literacy and computational skills acquisition, exceptional student education, normal child development, and the 
disorders of development may be applied toward any specialization area. Credits or points that provide training in the 
areas of drug abuse, child abuse and neglect, strategies in teaching students having limited proficiency in English, or 
dropout prevention, or training in areas identified in the educational goals and performance standards adopted pursuant 
to ss. 1000.03(5) and 1008.345 may be applied toward any specialization area. Credits or points earned through 
approved summer institutes may be applied toward the fulfillment of these requirements. Inservice points may also be 
earned by participation in professional growth components approved by the State Board of Education and specified 
pursuant to s. 1012.98 in the district’s approved master plan for inservice educational training, including, but not limited 
to, serving as a trainer in an approved teacher training activity, serving on an instructional materials committee or a state 
board or commission that deals with educational issues, or serving on an advisory council created pursuant to s. 
1001.452. 

(e) Beginning July 1, 2014, an applicant for renewal of a professional certificate must earn a minimum of one college 
credit or the equivalent inservice points in the area of instruction for teaching students with disabilities. The requirement 
in this paragraph may not add to the total hours required by the department for continuing education or inservice 
training. 
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Title XLVIII 

K-20 EDUCATION CODE 

Chapter 1001 

K-20 GOVERNANCE 

 

1001.215 Just Read, Florida! Office. —There is created in the Department of Education the Just Read, Florida! 
Office. The office is fully accountable to the Commissioner of Education and shall: 

(1) Train reading coaches. 

(2) Create multiple designations of effective reading instruction, with accompanying credentials, to enable all teachers to 
integrate reading instruction into their content areas. 

(3) Work with the Lastinger Center for Learning at the University of Florida to develop training for K-12 teachers, reading 
coaches, and school principals on effective content-area-specific reading strategies; the integration of content-rich 
curriculum from other core subject areas into reading instruction; and evidence-based reading strategies identified in 
1subsection (8) to improve student reading performance. For secondary teachers, emphasis shall be on technical text. These 
strategies must be developed for all content areas in the K-12 curriculum. 

(4) Develop and provide access to sequenced, content-rich curriculum programming, instructional practices, and resources 
that help elementary schools use state-adopted instructional materials to increase students’ background knowledge and 
literacy skills, including student attainment of the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for social studies, science, and 
the arts. 

(5) Provide parents with information and strategies for assisting their children in reading, including reading in content 
areas. 

(6) Provide technical assistance to school districts in the development and implementation of district plans for use of the 
research-based reading instruction allocation provided in s. 1011.62(9) and annually review and approve such plans. 

(7) Review, evaluate, and provide technical assistance to school districts’ implementation of the K-12 comprehensive 
reading plan required in s. 1011.62(9). 

(8) Work with the Florida Center for Reading Research to identify scientifically researched and evidence-based reading 
instructional and intervention programs that incorporate explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching 
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text comprehension and incorporate decodable or phonetic text 
instructional strategies. Reading intervention includes evidence-based strategies frequently used to remediate reading 
deficiencies and includes, but is not limited to, individual instruction, multisensory approaches, tutoring, mentoring, or the 
use of technology that targets specific reading skills and abilities. 

(9) Periodically review the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for English Language Arts to determine their 
appropriateness at each grade level. 

(10) Periodically review teacher certification requirements and examinations, including alternative certification 
requirements and examinations, to ascertain whether the examinations measure the skills needed for evidence-based reading 
instruction and instructional strategies for teaching reading, including reading in content areas. 

(11) Work with teacher preparation programs approved pursuant to ss. 1004.04 and 1004.85 to integrate effective, 
research-based and evidence-based reading instructional and intervention strategies, including explicit, systematic, and 
sequential reading strategies, multisensory intervention strategies, and reading in content area instructional strategies into 
teacher preparation programs. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1001.215&URL=1000-1099/1001/Sections/1001.215.html#1
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1001.215&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1001.215&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1001.215&URL=1000-1099/1004/Sections/1004.04.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1001.215&URL=1000-1099/1004/Sections/1004.85.html
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(12) Administer grants and perform other functions as necessary to help students read at their highest potential. 

History.—s. 8, ch. 2006-74; s. 174, ch. 2008-4; s. 16, ch. 2017-116. 
1Note.—Substituted by the editors for a reference to subsection (7) to conform to context. Subsection (7) relates to 
implementation of a comprehensive reading plan; subsection (8) relates to identification of evidence-based reading 
instructional and intervention programs. 
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