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MEMORANDUM

TO:
Principal and School NAEP Coordinator

SUBJECT:
NAEP 2015 Best Practices Guide for Grade 12

Enclosed, please find the NAEP 2015 Best Practices Guide for Supporting Twelfth-Grade NAEP Participation. The guide includes proven practices and strategies, from administrators like you, in making the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) a very positive and successful experience for our nation’s high schools. I have also included hard copies of some of the pages from the Guide as well as a copy of the 2009 and 2013 NAEP Grade 12 Reading and Mathematics Results report. 

Schools and students may not realize that their participation in NAEP means they are representing many other schools and students in this important national assessment. One of the major purposes of NAEP is to show how education in the nation and our state is progressing. For that, we need a true picture of our students’ collective progress.

The flash drive included in this package will provide the tools you need to communicate the importance of participating in NAEP to your teachers, students, and parents. Some of the resources available in the electronic Best Practices Guide for Supporting Twelfth-Grade NAEP Participation are listed below:

· Videos to introduce NAEP to students and teachers;

· PowerPoint presentations customized for the students and staff at your school;

· Microsoft Word templates for school newsletter articles, student notification letters, morning announcements, and more;

· Talking points used by principals for communicating with teachers, students, and parents; and

· Proven strategies from experts and lessons learned from previous years.

Twelfth-grade participation in NAEP has improved dramatically in recent years, but only because principals like you have used some or all of the six easy-to-implement strategies included in the Best Practices Guide. 

To begin, plug the flash drive into your computer’s USB port and take a few minutes to explore the Best Practices Guide. Choose strategies that will work with your students. 

If you have any questions about the Best Practices Guide or the upcoming NAEP assessment, please contact your District Assessment Coordinator.
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