Subskill #15
Sentence Formation: Sentence Clarity I

Read the sentences below.  Choose the sentence you think is written most clearly and correctly.

 1. A.  Over the wall, Farmer Jones threw some hay to his cows.

B. Farmer Jones threw some hay over the wall to his cows

C. Farmer Jones, over the wall, threw some hay to his cows.

D. To his cows, Farmer Jones threw some hay over the wall.

 2. A.  Our report, which was recently released, showed an increase in sales.

B. Showing an increase in sales was our report, which was recently released.

C. Our recently released report showed an increase in sales.

D. An increase in sales was shown on our recently released report.

3. A.  Her neighbor next door she found to be very friendly.

B. Her neighbor was very friendly next door.

C. Next door, her neighbor was very friendly.

D. She found her neighbor to be very friendly.

4.  A.  He had to finish a history exam, and due to this fact, he was late for his math class.    

B. He was late for math class because he had to finish his history exam.

C. Due to the fact that he had to finish a history exam, he was late for his math class.

D. He was late for his math class due to the fact that he had to finish his history exam.

5.  A.  For the computer, Sarah had an explanation to her Grandmother.

B. To her Grandmother Sarah had an explanation of the computer.

C. An explanation for the computer Sarah had for her Grandmother.

D. Sarah explained the computer to her Grandmother.

 6. A.  It was my intention, when I lived in Florida, to go to Ohio to college.

B. To go to college in Ohio was my intention when I lived in Florida.

C. When I lived in Florida, I planned to attend college in Ohio.

D. Living in Florida, I planned to attend college in Ohio.

 7. A.  If you go to the school on Sunday, you will see that the school is closed.

B. The school is closed on Sunday.

C. On Sunday, if you go to the school, you will see that it is closed.

D. The school you will see, if you go on Sunday, will be closed.

8.  A.  Matt was upset due to the fact that he wanted to go to the movie and the movie was closed.

B. The movie was closed, and Matt was upset due to the fact he wanted to go.

C. Matt wanted to go to the movie and was upset it was closed.

D. Matt was upset because he wanted to go to the movie and the movie was closed.

9. A.  We don’t know why the front door was left open.

B. Why the front door was left open, we don’t know.

C. The front door was left open and we don’t know why.

D. Left open was the front door and we don’t know why.

10. A.  A decision by the team was reached to postpone the meeting.

B. The meeting was postponed by the team, who reached a decision.

C. The team decided to postpone the meeting.

D. The team reached a decision and decided to postpone the meeting.

11. A. Consideration was given to changing the testing procedure.

B. Changing the testing procedure was given consideration.

C. Testing procedure changes were considered by us.

D. We considered changing the testing procedures.

12. A. In Florida, the threat of hurricanes is an annual event and precautions must be taken.

B. Hurricane threats in Florida are an annual event and we must take precautions.

C. We must take precautions in Florida where hurricane threats are an annual event.

D. Being an annual event in Florida, precautions must be taken against hurricane threats.

13. A. Sarah worked in a hospital last summer; nursing may be her career choice.

B. Sarah worked in a hospital last summer, which may be her career choice.

C. Working in a hospital last summer may be a career choice for Sarah.

D. A career choice for Sarah may be working in a hospital, which she did last summer.

14. A. When the lawyers’ case finally reached the highest court, it won.

B. Trying it in the highest court, the lawyers’ case finally won.

C. When the lawyer finally tried the case in a higher court, it won.

D. The lawyers’ case, reaching the highest court, finally won.

15. A. To New York, I flew to attend a conference.

B. I flew to New York to attend a conference.

C. To attend a conference, I flew to New York.

D. I attended a conference in New York and flew there.

16. A. I made a choice not to attend the seminar.

B. Not to attend the seminar was a choice I made.

C. The choice I made was not to attend the seminar.

D. I choose not to attend the seminar.

17. A. To the ocean Jan and I drove, because it was a warm day.

B. It was a warm day, so to the ocean Jan and I drove.

C. It was a warm day, so Jan and I drove to the ocean.

D. Jan and I drove to the ocean because it was a warm day.

18. A. Our tour bus stopped at the Washington Monument.

B. Through the city out tour bus went, stopping at the Washington Monument.

C. Our tour bus went through the city, stopping at the Washington Monument.

D. Stopping at the Washington Monument after our tour bus went through the city.

19. A. It took one and one half hours for Jason to finish the two-hour test.

B. After one and one half hours, Jason finished the two-hour test.

C. Jason finished the two-hour test in one and one half hours.

D. Jason took a two-hour test and finished in one and one half hours.

20. A. A hint of fall was in the air, although the day was warm.

B. The day was warm, but a hint of fall was in the air.

C. Although the day was warm, there was a hint of fall in the air.

D. Although there was a hint of fall in the air, the day was warm.

Answer Key

1. B

2. C

3. D

4. B

5. D

6. C

7. B

8. C

9. A

10. C

11. D

12. B

13. A

14. C

15. B

16. D

17. C

18. A

19. C

20. B
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