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Humanities K–12


1	 Knowledge of the vocabulary and concepts basic to the humanities 

1.	 Identify basic vocabulary used in discussing the arts. 

2.	 Identify organizational principles of the arts. 

3.	 Identify characteristics of various genres of musical, visual, literary, and performing arts. 

2	 Knowledge of historical periods, styles, and movements 

1.	 Identify major periods of Western culture. 

2.	 Identify significant artists and characteristics of major art forms and principal genres 
throughout the different periods of Western culture. 

3.	 Identify prominent philosophers and philosophical ideas throughout the different periods of 
Western culture. 

4.	 Identify prominent political and economic systems of the major periods of Western culture. 

5.	 Identify significant Egyptian, Greek, Roman, and Byzantine contributions to, and influences 
on, Western culture. 

6.	 Identify significant Jewish, Christian, and Muslim contributions to, and influences on, 
Western culture. 

7.	 Identify significant African, Asian, Latin American, and indigenous American contributions 
to, and influences on, Western culture. 

8.	 Identify the influences of geography and historical events on the arts. 

3	 Knowledge of the interrelatedness of arts and ideas 

1.	 Identify works of art with common themes, symbols, or motifs. 

2.	 Identify the influence of one artistic work, artist, or group of artists on another. 

3.	 Relate a major concept or idea to a representative work or person. 

4.	 Identify the influences popular and fine art forms have on each other. 

5.	 Identify the effects of scientific discoveries and technological advances on the arts. 
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4	 Knowledge of the relationship between a culture's beliefs and values and their expression in 
the humanities 

1.	 Identify major works of art that influence a culture. 

2.	 Identify themes, symbols, and motifs that recur over time and across cultures. 

3.	 Identify ways in which different cultures portray and express historical and religious events. 

4.	 Identify the philosophical and religious influences found in significant artistic works. 

5.	 Identify the influences of political, social, or religious institutions on artistic expression. 

6.	 Identify ways in which gender roles are reflected in the arts. 

7.	 Relate artistic styles and techniques to the beliefs and values of different cultures. 

5	 Knowledge of prominent aesthetic principles used by major cultures in evaluating the arts 

1.	 Identify ways in which different aesthetic principles are manifested in significant works of 
musical, visual, literary, and performing art. 

2.	 Discriminate among aesthetic principles of different eras and cultures. 

6	 Knowledge of instructional techniques, assessment, and resources appropriate to the 
humanities 

1.	 Identify effective methods of presenting humanities topics. 

2.	 Identify effective teaching strategies for diverse student populations in humanities classes. 

3.	 Identify appropriate evaluation methods for assessing and measuring student progress in 
humanities classes. 

4.	 Identify appropriate and effective academic, community, and technological resources for 
teaching the humanities. 

Humanities K–12 
- 3 




