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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Consent Item
July 18, 2018

SUBJECT: Amendment to Rule 6A-6.0960, Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

For Approval

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION

Section 1002.395, Florida Statutes
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The following changes are proposed to streamline and strengthen the administration of the
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program:

1. Provide the department 30 days from the Scholarship Funding Organization (SFO)
application deadline to notify SFOs of deficiencies.

2. In addition to the already established data, SFOs must provide a participating
student’s parent’s mailing address, email address and telephone number as well as
the type of scholarship and the student’s first date of attendance and withdrawal
date from a private school in the quarterly reports submitted by the SFOs to the
department.

3. SFO must comply with section 212.099, Florida Statutes, when identifying qualified
students and awarding scholarships.

4. Remove language related to private school participation as it is now addressed in
section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03315,
F.A.C.

5. Update statutory references throughout the rule to align with current law.

6. Removal of language related to the Commissioner’s authority and complaint and
inquiry process as it is now addressed in Rule 6A-6.03315.

Supporting Documentation Included: Proposed Rule 6A-6.0960, F.A.C.

Facilitator/Presenter: Adam Miller, Executive Director, Office of Independent Education
and Parental Choice
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6A-6.0960 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.

The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program will be implemented as required by section 1002.395, F.S., to
allow nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations to provide scholarships from eligible contributions to qualified
students attending eligible private schools or public schools outside the school district in which the student resides or
in a laboratory school.

(1) Eligibility of nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations.

(a) through (c) No change.

(d) Within thirty (30) days of the reeeipt-efan application deadline, the Department shall send to each nonprofit

scholarship-funding organization applicant, at the address listed on the Nonprofit Scholarship-Funding Organization
Form, a written notice of any deficiencies in the application.

(e) through (k) No change.

(2) Nonprofit scholarship-funding organization requirements. Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations shall five (5) times a year, no later than August 10, October 10, January 10, and March 10 and no later
than fifteen (15) days after the last payment date of the school year, submit in a format to be specified by the
Department an electronic list of all participating scholarship students. The list shall include the following
information:

(a) Demographic information for each student, including name, date of birth, social security number, grade

level, gender, race, parent’s name, mailing and address, email address, and telephone number;

(b) Information on the student’s school of attendance, including tuition, fees, and transportation amounts;
(c) The amount and type of each student’s scholarship; and,
(d) Year-to-date information on the amount paid for each scholarship student during the school year and the

school attended, including the first date of attendance and withdraw date. If a student attended more than one school,

the summary shall detail the amount of the scholarship payments that the student generated by each school.

(3) No change.

(4) Qualified students. Applications for a Florida Tax Credit Scholarship shall be made by parents directly
through an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. The nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall
identify qualified students and award all scholarships consistent with the requirements of sections 1002.395 and

212.099, F.S. The process used to identify qualified students and award scholarships is subject to the annual
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financial and compliance audit required by law.

(5) Private school participation. To participate in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, a school must

meet the definition of an “eligible private school” as defined in Section 1002.395(2)(g), F.S., and:

(a)fe) Annually meet all scholarship compliance requirements for private schools pursuant to Rule 6A-6.03315,
F.A.C.;and,
(b)) Continue to adhere to all statutory and rule requirements after determined eligible to participate in the

program pursuant to Rule 6A-6.03315, F.A.C.

(6) No change.
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Rulemaking Authority 1001.02, 1002.395(9)(i), (13)(d), (16)(h)-(i) FS. Law Implemented 1002.395 FS. History—

New 2-5-07, Amended 11-26-08, 6-22-10, 10-25-10, 11-4-14, 3-22-17,
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