












STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Action Item
May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: Approval of Minutes of February 18, 2016 and March 29, 2016, Meetings

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

For Approval

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION

N/A

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The minutes of the February 18 and March 29, Meetings are presented for approval.

Supporting Documentation Included: Minutes, February 18 and March 29, 2016

Facilitator/Presenter: Chair Marva Johnson
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEETING
February 18, 2016

Room LL03, The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida

Chair Marva Johnson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed members and 
guests to the State Board of Education meeting. The following members were present: Vice 
Chair John Padget, Gary Chartrand, Tom Grady, Rebecca Fishman Lipsey, Michael Olenick
and Andy Tuck.

Chair Johnson called for a motion to amend the agenda removing item #8-Our Children’s 
Prep School, Inc. vs. School Board of Polk County and #20-Approval of Amendment to Rules 
6M-8.603, 6M-8.700, and 6M-8.701 related to the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education 
Program. Mr. Olenick made the motion with a second by Mr. Grady. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

MEMBER COMMENTS

Ms. Fishman Lipsey thanked Chair Johnson for all her work and for being the first African-
American woman to Chair the State Board of Education. She also shared her recent 
attendance at the 25th anniversary of Teach for America (TFA) and her interest in two bills 
moving through the legislative process regarding recess and access to auto epinephrine 
devices. Mr. Olenick requested an update on the bills. Ms. Fishman Lipsey shared her 
excitement for the work being done by the Department in creating an easy-to-use portal for 
parents to see all of the factors impacting school quality. 

Mr. Tuck shared his attendance at the Black History Month Celebration at the Governor’s 
mansion and he agreed with the comments by Ms. Fishman Lipsey.

Vice Chair Padget expressed his appreciation for work being done in Northeast Florida by 
Mr. Chartrand regarding STEM. 

Mr. Grady congratulated the Commissioner on the release of the final school grades and 
thanked the Department for judging the Southwest Florida Annual Celebration of Reading 
program. He also thanked the Commissioner for her courage and dedication and for being a 
role model for the state of Florida. 

Mr. Chartrand provided the following statistics about TFA: TFA provides more middle and 
high school Math and Science teachers to Florida Title I schools than any other college or 
university in the state of Florida and they provide more K-12 teachers in Title I schools 
located in Miami and in Duval Counties than any other state college or university. He also 
shared his support for legislation for predictable, sustainable capital funding for charter 
schools.

Chair Johnson shared her attendance at the Department of Education’s Black History Month
celebration and provided the following statistics related to African-American students: high 
school graduation rates for Florida's African-American students has increased 22.2 
percentage points since 2003; Florida has the greatest number of AP scores of three or 
above for African-American students of any other state in the nation; Florida has a higher 
percentage of African-American students taking the SAT than any other state in the
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Nation at 18.3 percent compared to 14.4 percent in other states; and between 2003 and 
2015, the achievement gap between African-American students and white students declined 
8.69 percent. She shared her recent visit to Aloma Charter School which is run by 
Accelerated Learning Solutions Group and in addition to focusing on academics they also 
provided additional services that helps students to deal with things in their lives that inhibit 
their ability to focus and learn. She recommended having the Accelerated Learning 
Solutions Group present best practices at a future Board meeting. She also shared interest 
in understanding more about the plans to communicate school grades and how the process 
will be transparent and understandable for parents moving forward. 

Chair Johnson shared the process for Board members to submit topics for future Board 
meetings.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Commissioner Stewart recognized the following recipients of the Commissioner’s Leadership 
Award: Robert Glanton, an eighth grade honor student at Taylor County Middle School; 
Cheleshia Johnson, an eighth grade honor student at Havana Magnet School in Gadsden 
County; Devon Lovelace, a member of the 2015 graduating class from Altha Public School in
Calhoun County; and Mathew Wood, a member of the 2015 graduating class from 
Blountstown High School in Calhoun County. Mr. Olenick thanked the Commissioner for 
sharing stories of adversity and perseverance by students.   

Commissioner Stewart provided a summary of the process for the 2014-15 preliminary 
informational school grades and the appeal process and provided an update on Computer 
Science Standards. She also provided an overview of the changes to the Every Student 
Success Act.

Commissioner Stewart recognized Tanya Cooper, Director, Governmental Relations, to 
provide an update on legislation mentioned by Ms. Fishman Lipsey. Ms. Cooper provided an 
update on the emergency allergy treatment in schools, public school recess, and the 
Principal Autonomy Pilot program. 

Commissioner Stewart provided an update on the State Board of Education priorities and 
thanked Chair Johnson for being the keynote speaker at the Department’s Black History 
Month Celebration. 

Commissioner Stewart shared the names of the winners of the Black History Month contest 
and that the Board will recognize them at a future meeting. She also thanked Department 
staff for volunteering to judge the essay submissions. She recognized Hershel Lyons, 
Chancellor, Division of Public Schools and Mary Jane Tappen, Executive Vice Chancellor, K-
12 Public Schools, for their work on the Lead Higher Collaborative grant opportunity offered 
by Equal Opportunity Schools. Vice Chair Padget commended Commissioner Stewart for the 
quick progress on Computer Science Standards. 

Commissioner Stewart announced that its Florida Future Farmers of America (FFA) day at 
the Capitol and recognized Brooks Parrish, President of the Florida FFA for a presentation. 
Mr. Parrish introduced his fellow teammates, Stephen Singleton, Area 2 State Vice-President 
and Heather Yoder, Area 1 State Vice-President. 

Chair Johnson called for a motion to approve the Commissioner’s Report. Vice Chair Padget
made the motion with a second by Mr. Olenick. The motion passed unanimously.
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MINUTES

Chair Johnson called for a motion to approve the minutes from the January 6 Board 
meeting. Vice Chair Padget made the motion with a second by Mr. Olenick. The motion 
passed unanimously.

UPDATES

Florida College System – Dr. Edward Meadows, President, Pensacola State College 
on behalf of the Council of Presidents

Chair Johnson recognized Dr. Edward Meadows, President, Pensacola State College, on 
behalf of the Council of Presidents (COP). President Meadows shared that changes to the 
Florida College System formula were approved at the January COP meeting and House and 
Senate leadership have been informed. President Meadows provided an overview of the 
recommended changes to the formula and the establishment of eight committees to look at 
each component of the formula for further recommendations. 

K-12 Public Schools – Bill Husfelt, Superintendent, Bay County Public Schools on 
behalf of the Florida Association of District School Superintendents

Chair Johnson recognized Bill Husfelt, Superintendent, Bay County Public Schools, on behalf 
of the Florida Association of District School Superintendents (FADSS). Superintendent 
Husfelt provided a brief overview of Bay County and then thanked the Department for 
decisions made in January in regards to school grades and for the new score report. Mr. 
Tuck suggested the Legislature provide funds to law enforcement to pay for resource 
officers in schools. Chair Johnson requested the Commissioner bring back information on 
how funding formulas for resource officers works across the state. 

ACTION ITEMS

Approval of Amendment to Rule 6A-1.09401, Student Performance Standards

Chair Johnson recognized Mary Jane Tappen, Executive Vice Chancellor, K-12 Public
Schools, to provide an overview of the amendment. Chair Johnson called for a motion to 
approve Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C. Vice Chair Padget made the motion to approve the rule 
with a second by Mr. Tuck. The motion passed unanimously.  

Approval of Amendment to Rule 6A-6.0201, State of Florida High School Diplomas, 
as of January 1, 2014

Chair Johnson recognized Rod Duckworth, Chancellor, Career and Adult Education, to 
provide an overview of the amendment. Chair Johnson called for a motion to approve Rule 
6A-6.0201, F.A.C. Vice Chair Padget made the motion to approve the rule with a second by
Ms. Fishman Lipsey. Mr. Olenick requested the Board receive more information on the 
demographic of test takers and the services being provided to prepare students to be 
successful. The motion passed unanimously.  

Approval of A.A.A. Scholarship Foundation- Florida, LLC as a Scholarship Funding 
Organization for 2016-17

Chair Johnson recognized Adam Miller, Executive Director, Office of Independent Education 
and Parental Choice to provide an overview of the next two items. Chair Johnson called for a 
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motion to approve A.A.A. Scholarship Foundation- Florida, LLC as a Scholarship Funding 
Organization for 2016-17. Vice Chair Padget made the motion to approve with a second by
Mr. Tuck. Mr. Miller recognized Patty Frobel on behalf of A.A.A. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Approval of Step Up For Students, Inc. as a Scholarship Funding Organization for 
2016-17

Mr. Miller provided an overview of item. Chair Johnson called for a motion to approve Step 
Up For Students, Inc. as a Scholarship Funding Organization for 2016-17. Vice Chair Padget 
made the motion to approve with a second by Mr. Tuck. Chair Johnson recognized Ann 
White, Chief Operating Officer on behalf of Step Up For Students and Joseph Pfountz, Chief 
Financial Officer on behalf of Step Up For Students. The motion passed unanimously.  

Our Children’s Prep School, Inc. vs. School Board of Polk County

This item was withdrawn. 

Somerset Academy, Inc., Somerset College Prep Academy Middle School (High-
Performing Appeal) vs. School Board of St. Lucie County

Chair Johnson recognized Mr. Olenick for comments related to the three High-Performing 
Appeals, items 9, 10, and 11. Mr. Olenick shared that he filed Form 8A, Memorandum of 
Voting Conflict for State Officers and abstain from voting on the High-Performing Somerset 
Academy, Inc. appeals, items 9, 10 and 11. 

Mr. Miller provided an overview of the process for high-performing replication appeals and 
an overview of the first appeal. Mr. Miller recognized Johnathan Ferguson, General Counsel, 
St. Lucie County School District and Charles Gibson, General Counsel, Somerset Academy, 
Inc., to present arguments on the motion to dismiss.  Chair Johnson recognized Matt Mears, 
General Counsel, to advise the Board. Mr. Mears advised the Board to deny the motion to 
dismiss so the appeal could be heard on the merits. Chair Johnson called for a motion to 
deny the motion filed by St. Lucie County to dismiss the appeal. Mr. Grady made the motion 
with a second by Vice Chair Padget. The motion passed unanimously with the exception of 
Mr. Olenick who abstained from voting.

Chair Johnson recognized Collette Papa, General Counsel, Somerset Academy, Inc., followed 
by Johnathan Ferguson, General Counsel, St. Lucie County School District to present 
arguments on the appeal. 

Due to travel constraints Vice Chair Padget departed.

Commissioner Stewart recommended the Board grant the appeal. Chair Johnson called for a 
motion to grant the appeal. Mr. Grady made the motion with a second by Mr. Chartrand. 
The motion passed unanimously with the exception of Mr. Olenick who abstained from 
voting.

Somerset Academy, Inc., Somerset Academy Vero Beach and Somerset Academy 
Middle School Vero Beach (High-Performing Appeal) vs. School Board of Indian 
River County 

Chair Johnson recognized Mr. Miller to provide an overview of the next two appeals for 
Indian River County. Chair Johnson recognized Collette Papa, General Counsel representing
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Somerset Academy, Inc., and Suzanne D'Agresta, General Counsel representing Indian 
River County School Board to present arguments on whether or not the Somerset 
applications should be deemed approved. Mr. Tuck made the motion that the Board find 
that the application for Somerset Academy Charter School Vero Beach is not deemed 
approved. Chair Johnson recognized Mr. Miller for clarification on the motion. Mr. Grady 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with the exception of Mr. Olenick 
who abstained from voting.

Mr. Tuck made the motion that the Board find that the application for Somerset Academy 
Middle School Vero Beach is not deemed approved with a second by Mr. Grady. The motion 
passed unanimously with the exception of Mr. Olenick who abstained from voting.

Chair Johnson recognized Suzanne D'Agresta, General Counsel representing Indian River 
County School Board and Charles Gibson, General Counsel representing Somerset Academy, 
Inc., to present arguments on the motion to dismiss. Chair Johnson recognized Mr. Mears to
advise the Board. Mr. Mears advised the Board to deny the motion to dismiss so the appeals 
could be heard on the merits.

Mr. Grady made the motion to deny the motion to dismiss the Somerset Academy Charter 
School Vero Beach with a second by Mr. Chartrand. The motion passed unanimously with 
the exception of Mr. Olenick who abstained from voting.

Mr. Grady made the motion to deny the motion to dismiss the Somerset Academy Middle 
School Vero Beach with a second by Ms. Fishman Lipsey. The motion passed unanimously 
with the exception of Mr. Olenick who abstained from voting.

Chair Johnson recognized Charles Gibson, General Counsel representing Somerset 
Academy, Inc. and Suzanne D'Agresta, General Counsel representing Indian River County
School Board.

Commissioner Stewart recommended the Board grant both appeals. Chair Johnson called for 
a motion to grant the appeal of Somerset Academy Charter School Vero Beach. Mr. 
Chartrand made the motion with a second by Mr. Tuck. The motion passed unanimously 
with the exception of Mr. Olenick who abstained from voting.

Chair Johnson called for a motion to grant the appeal of Somerset Academy Middle School 
Vero Beach. Mr. Grady made the motion with a second by Mr. Tuck. The motion passed 
unanimously with the exception of Mr. Olenick who abstained from voting.

CONSENT ITEMS

Chair Johnson called for a motion to approve the consent items. Mr. Tuck made the motion 
with a second by Mr. Chartrand. The motion passed unanimously.  

PRESENTATION

Northeast Florida Regional STEM2 Hub

Chair Johnson recognized Mr. Chartrand for a presentation on a STEM initiative in Northeast 
Florida. Mr. Chartrand provided statistics on the STEM field related to Florida and a 
summary of the program. Chair Johnson suggested contacting Mark Wilson, President, 
Florida Chamber of Commerce, to see about replicating this program across the state. She 
also recommended sharing the presentation at a FADSS meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business, Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting of the State Board of 
Education at 1:15 p.m.

________________________________
Cathy Schroeder, Corporate Secretary

________________________________
Marva Johnson, Chair
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MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEETING
March 29, 2016
Conference Call

Chair Marva Johnson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed members and 
guests to the State Board of Education meeting. The following members were present: Vice 
Chair John Padget, Gary Chartrand, Tom Grady, Rebecca Fishman Lipsey, Michael Olenick
and Andy Tuck.

MEMBER COMMENTS

Ms. Fishman Lipsey thanked Governor Scott and the Legislature for the increase in spending 
for education and her appreciation for the bills that passed regarding eligibility for McKay 
Scholarships for foster children, availability of Epi-pens in private schools, and making it 
easier for individuals with advanced STEM degrees to get a teacher certificate. 

Chair Johnson also thanked Governor Scott for his efforts to ensure Florida has a strong 
educational platform for students.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Commissioner Stewart expressed her gratitude for Governor Scott and the Legislature for 
making education a paramount focus for what we do in Florida. She provided an overview of 
the Florida First budget and the historic funding for education. She shared that the first 
round of computer-based testing for the Florida Standards Assessment was successful. She 
also provided an overview of the 2015 Advanced Placement (AP) Cohort Data Report 
released by the College Board, which highlighted Florida as second in the nation for the 
percentage of graduates who took an AP exam during high school. 

ACTION ITEMS

Adoption of Resolutions Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of Not Exceeding 
$1,200,000,000 State of Florida, Full Faith and Credit, State Board of Education 
Public Education Capital Outlay (PECO) Refunding Bonds, 2016 Series (to be 
determined)

Chair Johnson recognized Linda Champion, Deputy Commissioner for Finance and 
Operations, to provide an overview of the item. Chair Johnson called for a motion to 
approve the resolutions. Mr. Olenick made the motion to approve with a second by Mr. 
Grady. The motion passed unanimously.  

Adoption of a Resolution Requesting the Issuance and Sale of Not Exceeding 
$440,000,000 State of Florida, State Board of Education Lottery Revenue 
Refunding Bonds Series (to be determined)

Chair Johnson called for a motion to approve the resolution. Vice Chair Padget made the 
motion to approve with a second by Mr. Grady. The motion passed unanimously.  
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ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business, Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting of the State Board of 
Education at 9:27 a.m.

________________________________
Cathy Schroeder, Corporate Secretary

________________________________
Marva Johnson, Chair
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Update

May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: K-12 Public Schools – Superintendent Barbara Jenkins on behalf of the Florida 
Association of District School Superintendents

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

N/A

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION

N/A

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

An update will be provided by Superintendent Jenkins, Orange County Public Schools on 
issues relating to K-12 education initiatives.  

Supporting Documentation Included: Talking Points (to be provided)

Facilitator/Presenter: Barbara Jenkins, Superintendent, Orange County Public Schools
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Update

May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: Florida College System – President Jim Henningsen, College of Central Florida, 
on behalf of the Council of Presidents

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

N/A

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION

N/A

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

President Jim Henningsen, College of Central Florida, will provide an update on the activities 
and achievements of the FCS institutions on behalf of Council of Presidents (COP).

22

Supporting Documentation Included: Florida College System Council of Presidents 
Update

Facilitator/Presenter: Dr. Jim Henningsen, President, College of Central Florida

3
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State Board of Education 
Florida College System  

 Council of Presidents Update 
May 2016 

 
 

The Florida College System 2017 Aspen Award Candidates 
 
The $1 million Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence, awarded every two 
years, is the nation’s signature recognition of high achievement and performance 
among America’s community and state colleges and recognizes institutions for 
exceptional student outcomes in four (4) areas:  student learning, certificate and 
degree completion, employment and earnings, and high levels of access and success 
for minority and low-income students.  
 
As you know, in 2015, Santa Fe College in Gainesville, was recognized for this 
honor following Valencia College’s recognition in 2011.  Indian River, Broward 
and Miami Dade College have also been recognized as finalists. 
 
From over 1000 colleges nationwide, 150 have been selected as meeting the 2017 
Round 1 eligibility criteria developed by a Data Metrics Advisory Panel working 
with the National Center for Education Management Systems. 
 
Florida leads the nation in the percentage of public colleges selected based upon 
demonstrating the highest levels of performance on metrics in three key areas:  
 
The 14 Florida Colleges recognized for Round 1, 2017 Aspen Award eligibility: 
• Broward College Fort Lauderdale, FL 
• Chipola College Marianna, FL 
• College of Central Florida Ocala, FL 
• Daytona State College Daytona Beach, FL 
• Eastern Florida State College Cocoa, FL 
• Florida SouthWestern State College Fort Myers, FL 
• Florida State College at Jacksonville Jacksonville, FL 
• Indian River State College Fort Pierce, FL 
• Lake-Sumter Community College Leesburg, FL 
• Northwest Florida State College Niceville, FL 
• Palm Beach State College Lake Worth, FL 
• Saint Johns River State College Palatka, FL 
• South Florida State College Avon Park, FL 
• Tallahassee Community College Tallahassee, FL 
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Note:  Santa Fe College and Valencia College also continue to meet eligibility criteria, 
but due to past recognition are not eligible for 2017 award consideration. 
 
Over the next few months, the 150 colleges selected for Round 1 eligibility will be 
narrowed down to 10 finalists following data analysis.  After on-site visits by teams 
of experienced researchers and practitioners, a full quantitative and qualitative 
report will be presented to a Prize Jury of prominent former elected officials, 
national business and civic leaders and education experts who determine the 
winner. Ten 2017 Aspen Award finalists will be announced in Fall 2016, with the 
winner to be announced early in 2017. 
 
 

2016 All-Florida Academic Team Awards  
 
The Council of Presidents’ wishes to thank State Board of Education Chair, Marva 
Johnson for delivering the keynote address at the 2016 All-Florida Academic Team 
Awards Ceremony held on April 21st in Tampa.  At this ceremony, 128 Florida 
College System students were recognized for achieving academic excellence, 
leadership and service that extends their education beyond the classroom to benefit 
their communities and beyond. Among those recognized were three (3) students 
named as All-USA Scholars, a select group of 20 exceptional students nationwide: 
  

 Maria Ortiz-Miami Dade College 
 Joshua Pickering -Santa Fe College 
 Shawn Zamani-Hillsborough Community College 

 
Joshua Pickering from Santa Fe College was also honored as the 2016 New Century 
Scholar, an annual recognition sponsored by the Coca Cola Scholars Foundation.  
Joshua, a Navy veteran, who trained as an EMT, plans to pursue a career in medicine. 
 
PTK International 
 
While, we are proudly bragging about the accomplishments of our students, let me 
also bring to the Board’s attention that for the third (3rd) year in a row, a Florida 
College System student has been elected as the International President of Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) International, the academic honorary society for scholars at 2 
year institutions. Andrew Porter was elected by the votes of over 4,000 delegates at 
the PTK National Convention recently held in Washington, D.C.   Congratulations to 
the students from Miami Dade College, College of Central Florida and Valencia 
College who have represented and continue to represent the FCS in this prestigious 
role.  
 
  

3
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Workforce Education and Affordability 
 

Clearly the nationally recognized accomplishments of the Florida College System 
demonstrate the commitment of our institutions to providing a quality education for 
our students and meeting the workforce needs of our communities and state. 
Florida College System institutions are the most affordably priced option for quality 
higher education in Florida.  For 2015, in-state tuition and fees for a full-time 
student were $3,156 per year compared to $5,934 at a state university and $20,053 
at a private university*.   Many of our colleges are in the top 20 nationwide for 
lowest cost. 
 
A major challenge for our system is the issue of capacity and our ability to meet the 
employer demands for additional graduates in critical programs, such as those in 
STEM fields.  As we prepare for the next legislative session, we will continue to seek 
the support of the State Board of Education for funding to assist us in increasing job 
creation and economic development within our great state.   
 
* Tuition and fee data from Feb. 17, 2016 Florida College System Newsletter Data Snapshot. 
 
 
Thank you. 

3
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Action Item
May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: Approval of Florida College System Performance Funding Final Reports

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

For Approval

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION

Specific Appropriation 122 of the 2015-16 General Appropriations Act and 
Implementing Senate Bill 2502-A (2015) Section 15

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At the September 2015 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBOE) approved 
Performance Funding Improvement Plans for the five colleges that fell below the 
minimum performance threshold. The Performance Funding Model, approved by the 
SBOE in July 2015, requires each of these five college to submit a Mid-Year Report and 
a Final Report detailing efforts and results of improvement implemented at their 
colleges. At the January 2016 SBOE meeting, each college presented a Mid-Year 
Report. Colleges presenting Final Reports are:

1. Pasco-Hernando State College – Dr. Tim Beard
2. Pensacola State College – Dr. Ed Meadows
3. College of Central Florida – Dr. Jim Henningsen
4. Northwest Florida State College – Dr. Sasha Jarrell
5. Daytona State College – Dr. Tom LoBasso

Supporting Documentation Included: Final Improvement Plans for each college listed 
above (under separate cover)

Facilitators/Presenters:  Chancellor Madeline Pumariega; President Tim Beard, Pasco-
Hernando State College; President Ed Meadows, Pensacola State College; President Jim 
Henningsen, College of Central Florida; Interim President Sasha Jarrell, Northwest Florida 
State College; and President Tom LoBasso, Daytona State College

4
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Action Item
May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: Phoenix Academy of Excellence vs. School Board of Broward County

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Accept Recommendation of the Charter School Appeal Commission to Deny the Appeal

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION 

Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This is an appeal by Phoenix Academy of Excellence, of the decision of the School Board of 
Broward County to deny the charter application submitted by the Applicant.

ISSUE:

Whether the School Board had good cause to deny the application based on the Applicant’s 
failure to comply with Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes.

STANDARD OF REVIEW: Competent substantial evidence

The School Board’s determination must be based on good cause.  The standard by which 
the State Board is to review the School Board’s decision is whether the School Board had 
competent substantial evidence to make that determination.  The question, therefore, is 
whether the evidence upon which the School Board based its determination is sufficiently 
relevant and material that a reasonable mind would accept it as adequate to support the 
conclusion reached. If so, the School Board’s decision must be upheld. 

SCHOOL BOARD’S GROUNDS FOR DENIAL:

The School Board of Broward County based its denial on the following pursuant to Section 
1002.33, Florida Statutes:

∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Educational Plan
o Mission, Guiding Principles and Purpose: Sections 1002.33(2)(a); 

1002.33(2)(b);1002.33(2)(c);1002.33(6)(a)1.;1002.33(7)(a)1., Florida 
Statutes

o Curriculum Plan: Sections 1002.33(6)(a)2.; 1002.33(6)(a)4.;
1002.33(7)(a)2.;1002.33(7)(a)4., Florida Statutes

o Student Performance, Assessment and Evaluation: Sections 
1002.33(6)(a)3.;1002.33(7)(a)3.; 1002.33(7)(a)4.;1002.33(7)(a)5., Florida 
Statutes

o Exceptional Students: Section 1002.33(16)(a)3., Florida Statutes
o English Language Learners: Sections 1002.33(10), Florida Statutes
o School Climate and Discipline: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)7.; 1002.33(7)(a)11.; 

1002.33(9), Florida Statutes

5
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∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Organizational Plan
o Management: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)9.; 1002.33(7)(a)14., Florida Statutes

∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Business Plan
o Facilities: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)13.; 1002.33(18), Florida Statutes
o Budget: Sections 1002.33(6)(a)5.; 1002.33(6)(b)2., Florida Statutes
o Action Plan: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)16., Florida Statutes

CONCLUSION:

The School Board did have good cause to determine that the Applicant failed to meet the 
requirements of Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, for failure to:

Meet the requirements of the Educational Plan.
Meet the requirements of the Organizational Plan.
Meet the requirements of the Business Plan.

CSAC RECOMMENDATION:

The Charter School Appeal Commission recommends upholding the decision of the School 
Board of Broward County by denying the appeal of Phoenix Academy of Excellence.

Supporting Documentation Included: Charter School Appeal Commission
Recommendation. Charter School Appeal Commission transcript, appeal, and response
of the school board (under separate cover)

Facilitator/Presenter: Lois Tepper, Commissioner’s Designee as Chair, Charter School
Appeal Commission
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CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL COMMISSION 

Recommendation to State Board of Education, May 20, 2016 
 
 
 

 
PHOENIX ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE 
 
v. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD 
COUNTY 
__________________________________/  DOE Case No.  2015-3217 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
  

 On September 16, 2015, the School Board of Broward County (School Board) voted to 

deny the application of Phoenix Academy of Excellence (Charter Applicant).  The School 

Board’s letter of denial was dated September 17, 2015.  The Charter Applicant filed this appeal 

on October 14, 2015.  Thereafter, the School Board timely filed its Response with the State 

Board of Education.  On February 24, 2016, the Charter School Appeal Commission met and 

heard the appeal of this matter.  Thereafter, the Commission voted 4 to 0 to recommend that 

the State Board of Education deny the appeal of the Charter Applicant. The Commission’s 

justifications for its recommendation were as follows: 

Issue One 
 

 The Commission voted 4 to 0 that the School Board did have competent substantial 
evidence to support its denial of the Charter School Application based on the 
Applicant’s failure to meet the standards for the Educational Plan pursuant to Section 
1002.33, Florida Statutes, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0786, Florida 
Administrative Code. 
 

 The Commission voted 4 to 0 that the School Board’s denial of the Charter School 
Application based on the Applicant’s failure to meet the standards of Section 
1002.33, Florida Statutes, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0786, Florida 
Administrative Code, regarding the Educational Plan, was statutory good cause for 
denial. 

 
 

5
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Action Item
May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: Palm Beach Collegiate, Inc. vs. School Board of Palm Beach County

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Accept Recommendation of the Charter School Appeal Commission to Deny the Appeal

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION 

Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This is an appeal by Palm Beach Collegiate, Inc., of the decision of the School Board of Palm 
Beach County to deny the charter application submitted by the Applicant.

ISSUE:

Whether the School Board had good cause to deny the application based on the Applicant’s 
failure to comply with Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes.

STANDARD OF REVIEW: Competent substantial evidence

The School Board’s determination must be based on good cause.  The standard by which 
the State Board is to review the School Board’s decision is whether the School Board had 
competent substantial evidence to make that determination.  The question, therefore, is 
whether the evidence upon which the School Board based its determination is sufficiently 
relevant and material that a reasonable mind would accept it as adequate to support the 
conclusion reached. If so, the School Board’s decision must be upheld. 

SCHOOL BOARD’S GROUNDS FOR DENIAL:

The School Board of Palm Beach County based its denial on the following pursuant to 
Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes:

∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Educational Plan
o Mission, Guiding Principles and Purpose: Sections 1002.33(2)(a); 

1002.33(2)(b);1002.33(2)(c);1002.33(6)(a)1.;1002.33(7)(a)1., Florida 
Statutes

o Target Population and Student Body: Sections 1002.33(10)(e); 
1002.33(6)(b)2.;1002.33(7)(a)1.;1003.03, Florida Statutes

o Educational Program Design: 1002.33(7)(a)2., Florida Statutes
o Curriculum Plan: Sections 1002.33(6)(a)2.; 1002.33(6)(a)4.;

1002.33(7)(a)2.;1002.33(7)(a)4., Florida Statutes
o Student Performance, Assessment and Evaluation: Sections 

1002.33(6)(a)3.;1002.33(7)(a)3.; 1002.33(7)(a)4.; 1002.33(7)(a)5., Florida 
Statutes

∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Organizational Plan
o Management: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)9.; 1002.33(7)(a)14., Florida Statutes
o Employment: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)14.; 1002.33(12), Florida Statutes
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∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Business Plan
o Financial Management and Oversight: Sections 1002.33(6)(a)5.;

1002.33(7)(a)9.; 1002.33(7)(a)11., Florida Statutes

CONCLUSION:

The School Board did have good cause to determine that the Applicant failed to meet the 
requirements of Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, for failure to:

Meet the requirements of the Educational Plan.
Meet the requirements of the Organizational Plan.
Meet the requirements of the Business Plan.

CSAC RECOMMENDATION:

The Charter School Appeal Commission recommends upholding the decision of the School 
Board of Palm Beach County by denying the appeal of Palm Beach Collegiate, Inc.

Supporting Documentation Included: Charter School Appeal Commission
Recommendation. Charter School Appeal Commission transcript, appeal, and response of 
the school board (under separate cover)

Facilitator/Presenter: Lois Tepper, Commissioner’s Designee as Chair, Charter School
Appeal Commission
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CHARTER SCHOOL APPEAL COMMISSION 

Recommendation to State Board of Education, May 20, 2016 
 
 
 

 
PALM BEACH COLLEGIATE, INC. 
 
v. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM BEACH 
COUNTY 
__________________________________/  DOE Case No.  2015-3246 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
  

 On November 4, 2015, the School Board of Palm Beach County (School Board) voted to 

deny the application of Palm Beach Collegiate, Inc., (Charter Applicant).  The School Board’s 

letter of denial was dated November 13, 2015.  The Charter Applicant filed this appeal on 

December 11, 2015.  Thereafter, the School Board timely filed its Response with the State Board 

of Education.  On February 24, 2016, the Charter School Appeal Commission met and heard the 

appeal of this matter.  Thereafter, the Commission voted 4 to 0 to recommend that the State 

Board of Education deny the appeal of the Charter Applicant. The Commission’s 

justifications for its recommendation were as follows: 

Issue One 
 

 The Commission voted 4 to 0 that the School Board did have competent substantial 
evidence to support its denial of the Charter School Application based on the 
Applicant’s failure to meet the standards for the Educational Plan pursuant to Section 
1002.33, Florida Statutes, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0786, Florida 
Administrative Code. 
 

 The Commission voted 4 to 0 that the School Board’s denial of the Charter School 
Application based on the Applicant’s failure to meet the standards of Section 
1002.33, Florida Statutes, and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0786, Florida 
Administrative Code, regarding the Educational Plan, was statutory good cause for 
denial. 
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Action Item
May 20, 2016

SUBJECT: Renaissance Charter High School of Palm Beach vs. School Board of Palm Beach
County

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Accept Recommendation of the Charter School Appeal Commission to Grant the Appeal

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION 

Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This is an appeal by Renaissance Charter High School of Palm Beach of the decision of the 
School Board of Palm Beach County to deny the charter application submitted by the 
Applicant.

ISSUE:

Whether the School Board had good cause to deny the application based on the Applicant’s 
failure to comply with Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes.

STANDARD OF REVIEW: Competent substantial evidence

The School Board’s determination must be based on good cause.  The standard by which 
the State Board is to review the School Board’s decision is whether the School Board had 
competent substantial evidence to make that determination.  The question, therefore, is 
whether the evidence upon which the School Board based its determination is sufficiently 
relevant and material that a reasonable mind would accept it as adequate to support the 
conclusion reached. If so, the School Board’s decision must be upheld. 

SCHOOL BOARD’S GROUNDS FOR DENIAL:

The School Board of Palm Beach County based its denial on the following pursuant to 
Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes:

∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Educational Plan
o Mission, Guiding Principles and Purpose: Sections 1002.33(2)(a); 

1002.33(2)(b);1002.33(2)(c);1002.33(6)(a)1.;1002.33(7)(a)1., Florida 
Statutes

o Exceptional Students: Sections 1002.33(16)(a)3., Florida Statutes
o English Language Learners: 1002.33(10), Florida Statutes

∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Organizational Plan
o Student Recruitment and Enrollment: Sections 1002.33(7)(a)7.; 

1002.33(7)(a)8.; 1002.33(10), Florida Statutes
∑ Application failed to meet the requirements of the Business Plan

o Budget: Sections 1002.33(6)(a)5.; 1002.33(6)(b)2, Florida Statutes
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CONCLUSION:

The School Board did not have good cause to determine that the Applicant failed to meet 
the requirements of Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, for failure to:

Meet the requirements of the Educational Plan.
Meet the requirements of the Organizational Plan.
Meet the requirements of the Business Plan.

CSAC RECOMMENDATION:

The Charter School Appeal Commission recommends overturning the decision of the School 
Board of Palm Beach County by granting the appeal of Renaissance Charter High School of 
Palm Beach.

Supporting Documentation Included: Charter School Appeal Commission
Recommendation. Charter School Appeal Commission transcript, appeal, and response of 
the school board (under separate cover)

Facilitator/Presenter: Lois Tepper, Commissioner’s Designee as Chair, Charter School
Appeal Commission
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