
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Action Item 

June 24, 2015 

SUBJECT: Consideration of WXEL’s Request to Transfer Assets 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 

The State Board of Education is being requested to approve the transfer of WXEL’s interest 
in the building located at 3401 S. Congress Avenue in Boynton Beach, Florida to Community 
Television Foundation of South Florida, Inc. (“WPBT”). The transfer will occur as a result of 
the merger of WXEL with and into WPBT, at which time the surviving entity intends to 
change its name to South Florida PBS (“SFPBS”). If approved, the Board is also requested to 
authorize the Commissioner of Education to negotiate, draft and execute any documents 
necessary to complete the transfer. 

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION 

Sections 1001.02(2)(f) and 1001.26, Florida Statutes 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In 1989 the Florida legislature provided $5,000,000, through the State Board of Education, 
to construct a broadcasting station for a local public broadcaster in Palm Beach County 
(South Florida Public Telecommunications, Inc. or “SFPT”).  The building was constructed on 
land owned by SFPT, which operated WXEL public radio and TV.  The building was leased to 
SFPT for $1 a year. With renewals the lease would last for 40 years after which SFPT would 
acquire the building. 

In 1997, SFPT could not afford to run WXEL.  Barry University, through a subsidiary (Barry 
Telecommunications, Inc.), agreed to operate the stations, and acquired ownership of the 
land.  The State Board of Education agreed to transfer the leasehold interest to Barry 
Telecommunications, Inc. SFPT was merged into Barry Telecommunications, Inc., which 
then owned and operated the radio and TV licenses. 

On December 17, 2010 the Board approved the sale of the radio license from Barry 
Telecommunications, Inc. to Classical South Florida, Inc. (“CSF”), with the condition that a 
majority of the Board of Directors of CSF must be permanent residents of the WXEL viewing 
area.  On July 20, 2012 the WXEL TV license was acquired by WXEL Public Broadcasting, a 
not for profit 501(c)(3) corporation from Barry Telecommunications, Inc.  WXEL Public 
Broadcasting continues to operate the public broadcasting TV station, and owns the land on 
which the station is built.  WXEL Public Broadcasting is presently controlled by a local board 
of permanent residents within WXEL’s viewing area and is independent of any institution. 
Following the merger of WXEL and WPBT, SFPBS will be controlled by a board of directors 
consisting of individuals residing in the viewing area of both WXEL and WPBT and will be 
independent of any institution. The Board approved the TV station transfer at the March 27, 
2012 Board meeting, making WXEL Public Broadcasting the lessee under the 1989 Lease 
Agreement. 

On February 18, 2013, the Board also allowed WXEL to rent space in the building to private 
companies and use any rental income in furtherance of the public broadcasting and 
educational functions of WXEL, or to replace capital items.   

As part of a planned merger with WPBT, , WXEL seeks approval to transfer its interest in the 
building to WPBT, in circumstances where the surviving entity (SFPBS) will be controlled by a 
board of directors consisting of individuals residing in the viewing area of both WXEL and 
WPBT. 

Supporting Documentation Included: Lease Agreement between the State Board of 
Education and WXEL, Letter dated June 8, 2015 from WXEL to State Board of Education, and 
Summary of Transaction from WXEL 

Facilitator/Presenter: Bernie Henneberg, CEO and General Manager, WXEL 


























