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· The Florida Electronic Library is wholly funded with federal dollars from the Library Services and Technology Act of 1996.  There are six primary goals for the LSTA program one of which is “developing library services that provide all users access to information through local, state, regional, national and international electronic networks.”  The Florida Electronic Library is our state’s way of addressing this program goal.
· The Florida Electronic Library is a select gateway to licensed Internet resources and digital content published by Florida libraries.  In other words, it’s not the “free web.”  You cannot get to these resources through a Google search.    Everything that is found at the FEL has been carefully selected working with a task-force made up of librarians.  All of the commercially licensed content has gone through an editorial process and has been vetted for accuracy.  The goal is to provide access to information that is 
1. Convenient – available on the Web 24/7

2. Factual – the information is reliable and authentic.  Unlike information you get from the free web or internet search engines, everything you find through the FEL comes from respected, trustworthy sources and has gone through an editorial process

3. Real Help in Real Time – Through the Ask a Librarian service you can get one-on-one assistance from a real librarian, whether you are helping your children with a homework assignment, conducting professional research or just trying to keep up with current events.  

To start your search, go to the FEL Web site at http://www.flelibrary.org  and simply enter a topic in the search box in the center of the page.  When you enter a term in this search engine, you are using the Gale PowerSearch 2.0 search engine.  And you are searching the two top premier products that Gale Cengage-Learning has to offer:  General One File and Academic OneFile.  Together these two products offer Florida residents access to over 11,000 online periodicals, magazines, journals and newspapers.   Over 70% of the titles are full text and include graphics.  General OneFile focuses on current magazine and newspaper content.  Academic OneFile focuses on refereed articles from scholarly sources.   Highlights of a few of the special online resources that can be found include:

· New York Times, full text from 1995 to present

· Times of London, full text from 1985

· Financial Times, full text from 1996

· NPR programs, full audio collection from 1990 to present with searchable transcripts

· Audio version of major academic journals such as the Journal of the American Medical Association and the New England Journal of Medicine

· Language translation on demand – articles can be translated into 8 different languages

· Major reference sets such as the Gale Encyclopedia of Science, Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine, and the Encyclopedia of World Biography

· Access to all of Fodor’s Travel books from around the globe

These are just a few examples.

Kids infoBits is a database especially for beginning researchers in Kindergarten through 3rd grade.  It provides curriculum related, age appropriate full text content from a variety of reference sources and magazines.  Children can navigate through the resources by using a pictographic index of broad topics, moving to a narrower topic using a subject-based topic tree. 

Special digital library collections that can be found on the site include the Florida Memory Project and Florida on Florida.

