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PROUD TO SERVE AGAIN




Eligibility: Personnel with six or more years of active duty or creditable service in the National Guard or Selective Reserves since October 1, 1990. The following individuals are eligible for financial assistance:
Troops to Teachers

· Retired (Active Duty, National Guard, Selective Reserves).

· Active duty with approved date of retirement and with one year or less remaining before retirement.
· Separated for physical disability on or after Jan. 8, 2002 (must register within 4 years after separation).
· Drilling reserves or National Guard with more than 10 years of creditable service (must commit for an additional 3 years, or until eligible for retirement).

· Transitioning from active duty with 6 years of active duty and commits to 3 years with a guard or reserve unit (must register within 4 years after separation).

Spouses to Teachers
· Spouses of active duty, National Guard, Selective Reserves, and members of the Individual Ready Reserves   (IRR) on active duty. 

Financial Assistance: 
Troops to Teachers (participants must hold at least a bachelors degree to qualify financial assistance)
· Stipend:  Up to $5,000 to pay for the cost of teacher certification if employed in a district that has at least 20% of the students living below the poverty level, or within a district that has 10 - 20% of its students living below the poverty level and the school is designated a high needs school, or
· Bonus:  $10,000 if employed in a district that has at least 10% of its students living below the poverty level and the school is designated a high needs school.
· High Needs School:  A school with at least 50% of its students eligible for the Free or Reduced Lunch Program, or with a high percentage of students with disabilities.
Spouses to Teachers

· Up to $600 to pay for state certification testing requirements. 
Florida Certification:  
The web-based Educator Preparing Institute through the University of West Florida allows military personnel and their spouses to complete the educator training modules from any location in the world.  The FTCE are now available for military personnel through the Defense Activity for Non-traditional Education Support (DANTES) testing centers on military bases outside of the state of Florida.  This combination allows military personnel and their spouses to complete the requirements for the professional teacher certification prior to leaving the military service and prior to coming to Florida.  
Contact Information:
Ron Burton or Susan Huss
325 West Gaines Street, Rm. 124

Tallahassee, Florida 32399
Phone:  888-358-7667  ~  E-mail:  troopstoteachers@fldoe.org
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