Florida’s Definition of Persistently Lowest-Achieving Schools
For Tier I schools, the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) analyzed the following indicators from all Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring to identify its persistently lowest-performing schools:

· The proficiency rates of all students in grades 3-10 over the last seven years in reading, mathematics, and the combination of both;

· The number of years schools missed AYP since 2002-03, and thus, have not made progress; and

· The Federal Uniform Graduation Rate since 2002-03. 

Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that were selected for Tier I currently demonstrate the lowest proficiency rates in reading and mathematics with all students included and have demonstrated the lowest proficiency rates in reading and mathematics since 2002-03 with all students included.  The schools selected also currently demonstrate and have demonstrated since 2002-03 the lowest proficiency rates when reading and mathematics are combined for all students.     
Florida’s Tier I schools are also made up of Title I high schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that demonstrate a Federal Uniform Graduation Rate less than 60 percent.  Those high schools that are Title I and are in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring and have a graduation rate less than 60 percent that were not included as part of the Tier I list demonstrated increases in reading and mathematics proficiency with all students included and increases in graduation rate using a weighted analysis. 
FDOE’s Tier II list consists of Title I-eligible secondary schools that demonstrate the lowest proficiency rates in reading and mathematics with all students included and have demonstrated the lowest proficiency rates in reading and mathematics since 2002-03 with all students included.  Tier II schools, which are Title I-eligible secondary schools, also demonstrate and have demonstrated since 2002-03 the lowest proficiency rates when reading and mathematics are combined for all students.  
Tier II schools also include Title I-eligible secondary schools with a Federal Uniform Graduation Rate less than 60% over the last seven years.  Title I-eligible high schools with graduation rates less than 60% that were not included as part of the Tier II list demonstrated increases in reading and mathematics proficiency with all students included and increases in graduation rate using a weighted analysis. 
Florida’s definition included all students at the elementary, middle, and high school level in reading and mathematics, a combination of both, and the lack of progress since 2002-03. 10 years were mentioned in the last response because Florida’s assessment system dates back to early-2000s when proficiency rates in reading and mathematics were first determined.  The schools selected as the persistently lowest-achieving have demonstrated the lowest proficiency rates in reading and mathematics dating back to this point as well.     
Florida did use a weighted process that considered proficiency rates and improvement for all students in reading, mathematics, AYP history, and graduation rates. Schools where students do not attend a full academic year (primarily alternative schools) were excluded from the analysis and therefore from our Tier I and II lists. Charter schools were also excluded.  Any low-performing charter school that would have qualified for Tier I or II status has been or would be closed under Florida Statute 1002.33.  Finally, secondary schools (or high schools) included all schools with grade configurations that were K-12, 6-12, and 9-12 schools. 
The list of Florida’s persistently lowest-achieving schools can be accessed at: http://www.fldoe.org/bsa/title1/parta-1003a-1003g.asp
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