
CHARTER SCHOOL APPEA L  

ANALYSIS  WORKSHEET 


APPLICANT: _____________________________ DSITRICT: ________________________________ 

Florida Statute 1002.33 (6)(d)(1) states “A Charter Schools Appeal Commission is established to 
assist the Commissioner and the State Board of Education with a fair and impartial review of appeals 
by applicants whose charters have been denied or whose contracts have not been renewed by their 
sponsors.” The following worksheet, along with the Charter School Appeals Commission 
Guidelines is meant to assist with the examination process of an appeal and with determining 
whether or not the district school board denial of an appeal is WELL FOUNDED and BASED ON 
GOOD CAUSE. 

A recommended Process for Examination of an appeal is to: 
1.	 Review charter school application 
2.	 Review Written School Board Denial to determine good cause as evidenced by charter 

school application and/or Charter School Statute 
3.	 Review Applicant/Appellant’s Notice of Appeal  in which Appellant must address EACH 

REASON for Denial in the Written School Board Denial and School Board Staff 
Reports 

4.	 Review district school board’s Arguments in Response to Notice of Appeal  as Appellee 
refutes the evidence provided by the Appellant and reiterates the specific reasons for the 
Appellee’s denial based upon good cause 

5.	 Commission will, according to statute, render its “written recommendations to the State 
Board as to whether the appeal should be upheld or denied. A fact-based justification for 
the recommendation must be included.” 



SUMMARY OF PROCEDURAL TIME LINE 

If it is noted that an appeal exhibits procedural anomalies or if either party accuses the other of 
not following proper timeline and/or procedures, the following table may be used to track the 
application timetable. 

DATE ACTION 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DENIAL BY THE ABC COUNTY         
SCHOOL BOARD 

Carefully review district school board Written Denial and summarize each of the reasons given 
for denial. Review district staff recommendations (if available) for any supporting reasons, 
which may clarify or provide detail for the denial. 

REASON # * AREA OF CONCERN SUMMARY OF REASON FOR DENIAL 

* i.e., mission, curriculum, assessment, finance, governance, etc. 
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EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT AND/OR REFUTE OBJECT IONS RAISED BY 
THE MANATEE COUNTY S CHOOL BOARD 

For each of the district school board’s reasons for denial, it is essential that good cause as 
evidenced by charter school application and/or Charter School Statute be 
identified. 

REASON# EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT AND/OR REFUTE OBJECTIONS 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Based on the available evidence to support and/or refute the objections outlined in the School 
Board’s “Written Reasons for Denial” and its “Arguments in Response to Notice of Appeal,” 
summarize findings: 

* REASONS FOR DENIAL WHICH * REASONS FOR DENIAL WHICH ARE 
ARE NOT EVIDENCED WELL FOUNDED 
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* Provide reasons for determining whether reasons for denial is well founded or not evidenced. 

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED DURING ORAL ARGUMENTS 

During the Appeals Commission Meetings, each party (Appellant and Appellee will have twenty 
(20) minutes to present oral arguments.  After oral arguments the Commissioners may ask 
questions of the parties which were not answered in either written documentation or oral 
arguments. 

QUESTION * PARTY RESPONSE 

* District School Board or Applicant 
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CONCLUSIONS AND WRITTEN RECOMMENDATION 

The Charter School Appeals Commission must ultimately either deny or accept the district school 
board’s decision not to approve the Applicant’s charter school. However, the Commission may 
make additional recommendations as follows to the State Board of Education along with its final 
decision to deny or accept: 

1.	 The Charter School Appeals Commission may accept the district school board’s decision to 
deny, and may also make strong recommendations to the district school board that they work 
with the applicant to resolve substantive charter issues for the following application cycle. 

2.	 The Charter School Appeals Commission may deny the district school board’s decision not to 
approve, and may also make recommendations that the specific areas of district concern be 
worked out in the contract negotiations. 
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