Florida Department of Education

Third Grade Reading/Promotion — Plan for Monitoring Districts’
Compliance

Design of Monitoring System

To monitor for compliance with the third grade promotion requirements, along
with targeted technical assistance, the Department of Education will implement a
tiered monitoring system that uses district, school, and student-level data as the
“triggers” for appropriate action. The focus of this system will be two-fold:
compliance with the statutory requirements and the identification of promising
practices that lead to improved student outcomes through the use of research-
based effective instructional strategies. Based upon the results of the data
reviewed, appropriate actions will be initiated by the Department. A stakeholder
group that includes district representatives, principals, teachers and parents will
be created to assist the Department in these efforts.

Tier 1 Monitoring

Timelines: February - April 2003

All school districts will be required to complete a web-based self-assessment
report that identifies the district’'s specific actions taken to comply with the third
grade promotion requirements including:

= |dentification of local assessments or process for teacher observations used
with students in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 to identify students
with a substantial reading deficiency (s. 1008.25(5)(a), F.S.)

= Description of the process used to develop the student’s academic
improvement plan (AIP) with the required components and the methods used
for monitoring the student’s progress in meeting the desired levels of
performance (s. 1008.25(4)(b), F.S.).

= Description of the intensive reading instruction provided to students
immediately following the identification of a reading deficiency (s.
1008.25(5)(a), F.S.).

= Method for reassessment of the students’ reading proficiency after the
provision of the intensive reading instruction (s. 1008.25(5)(a), F.S.).

= Method and timeline for written notification to parents, with required
components, of their child’s substantial reading deficiency and the services to
be provided (s. 1008.25(5)(c), F.S.).

= Description and timelines for the provision of information and training to
principals, teachers, and parents regarding the third grade promotion
requirements, including the use of good cause exemptions.
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Tier 1 Monitoring — Cont.

Timelines: February - April 2003

Department of Education staff will begin the provision of targeted technical
assistance, as appropriate.

Results of these self-assessments will be shared with districts during regional
technical assistance meetings.

Timelines: May — August 2003
The results of the grade 3 reading portion of the Florida Comprehensive

Assessment Test (FCAT), using the disaggregated reporting groups in No Child
Left Behind, and the self-assessment data will be analyzed.

Targeted technical assistance. based on the student data and the districts’ self-
assessment, will continue to be provided.

Tier 2 Monitoring

Timelines: September — December 2003

All school districts will report, as required, to the State Board of Education by
September 1% specific information and data regarding their compliance with the
student progression law (s. 1008.25(7)(b), F.S.).

Third grade student promotion/retention data will be analyzed to determine the
district’s level of compliance with a focus on the six good cause exemptions.
Department of Education staff will initiate appropriate activities for targeted
districts, based on their data. These activities will include on-site visits to districts
and schools, interviews with appropriate district and school staff, and the review
of student records.

Student portfolios used as a good cause exemption from mandatory third grade
retention will be reviewed using the following criteria (approved by the State
Board of Education on January 21, 2003).

1. The contents of the student portfolio was selected by the student’s
teacher.
Yes No

2. The work was independently produced by the student in the

classroom.
Yes No
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Tier 2 Monitoring — Cont.

Timelines: September — December 2003

3. The student portfolio includes evidence that the benchmarks assessed

5.

by the grade 3 reading FCAT have been met. (This includes multiple
choice items and passages that are approximately 60% literary text
and 40% information text, and that are between 100-700 words with an
average of 350 words. Such evidence could include chapter or unit
tests from the district’'s/school’s adopted core reading curriculum that
are aligned with the Sunshine State Standards or teacher-prepared
assessments that are aligned with the Sunshine State Standards.)

Yes No

. The student portfolio reflects an organized collection of evidence of the

student’s mastery of the Sunshine State Standard Benchmarks for
Language Arts that are assessed by the grade 3 reading FCAT. For
each benchmark, there must be at least five examples of mastery as
demonstrated by a grade of “C” or above.

Yes No

The student portfolio is signed by the teacher and the principal as an
accurate assessment of the required reading skills.
Yes No

Districts will be required to implement corrective actions, as appropriate.
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