6A-6.0331 General Education Intervention Procedures, Identification, Evaluation, Reevaluation and the
Initial Provision of Exceptional Education Services. The state’s goal is to provide full educational opportunity
and a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to all students with disabilities ages three (3) through twenty-one
(21) and to school age students who are gifted. School districts have the responsibility to ensure that students
suspected of having a disability are subject to general education intervention procedures. They must ensure that all
students with disabilities or who are gifted and who are in need of specially designed instruction and related services
are identified, located, and evaluated, and appropriate exceptional student education is made available to them if it is
determined that the student meets the eligibility criteria specified in Rules 6A-6.03011 through 6A-6.0361, F.A.C.
These requirements apply to all students, including those who are homeless or are wards of the state or who attend
private schools, regardless of the severity of their disability. Additionally, school districts may elect to serve children
with disabilities below the age of three (3) years in collaboration with the Part C Early Steps Program. The
procedures and criteria for general education interventions, identification, evaluation, and determination of
eligibility of students with disabilities and gifted students by school districts shall be set forth in the school district’s
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Policies and Procedures document consistent with the following requirements.

(1) - (2) No change.

(3) Initial evaluation. Each school district must conduct a full and individual initial evaluation before the initial
provision of ESE. Either a parent of a student or a school district may initiate a request for initial evaluation to
determine if the student is a student with a disability or is gifted.

(@) Prior to a school district request for initial evaluation, school personnel must make one (1) of the following
determinations and include appropriate documentation in the student’s educational record to the effect that:

1. For a student suspected of being a student with a disability, the general education intervention procedures
have been implemented as required under this rule and indicate that the student should be considered for eligibility
for ESE; or

2. The nature or severity of the student’s areas of concern make the general education intervention procedures
inappropriate in addressing the immediate needs of the student.

(b) If the parent of the child receiving general education interventions requests, prior to the completion of these
interventions, that the school conduct an evaluation to determine the student’s eligibility for specially designed
instruction and related services as a student with a disability, the school district:

1. Must obtain consent for and conduct the evaluation; and

2. Complete the activities described in subsection (1) of this rule concurrently with the evaluation but prior to
the determination of the student’s eligibility for specially designed instruction; or

3. Must provide the parent with written notice of its refusal to conduct the evaluation that meets the
requirements of Rule 6A-6.03311, F.A.C.

(c) The school district shall be responsible for conducting all initial evaluations necessary to determine if the
student is eligible for ESE and to determine the educational needs of the student. Such evaluations must be
conducted by examiners, including physicians, school psychologists, psychologists, speech-language pathologists,
teachers, audiologists, and social workers who are qualified in the professional’s field as evidenced by a valid
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license or certificate to practice such a profession in Florida. In circumstances where the student’s medical care is

provided by a physician licensed in another state, at the discretion of the district administrator for exceptional

student education, a report of a physician licensed in another state may be accepted for the purpose of evaluation and

consideration of eligibility as a student with a disability. Educational evaluators not otherwise covered by a license

or certificate to practice a profession in Florida shall either hold a valid Florida teacher’s certificate or be employed
under the provisions of Rule 6A-1.0502, F.A.C.

1. Tests of intellectual functioning shall be administered and interpreted by a professional person qualified in
accordance with Rule 6A-4.0311, FAC., or licensed under Chapter 490, F.S.

2. Standardized assessment of adaptive behavior shall include parental input regarding their student’s adaptive
behavior.

(d) The school district shall ensure that initial evaluations of students suspected of having a disability are
completed within sixty (60) school days (cumulative) that the student is in attendance after the school district’s
receipt of parental consent for the evaluation. For prekindergarten children, initial evaluations must be completed
within sixty (60) school days after the school district’s receipt of parental consent for evaluation.

(e) The sixty (60)-day timeframe for evaluation does not apply to a school district if:

1. The parent of the student repeatedly fails or refuses to produce the student for the evaluation; or

2. A student enrolls in a school served by the school district after the timeframe has begun, and prior to a
determination by the student's previous school district as to whether the student is a student with a disability. This
exception applies only if the subsequent school district is making sufficient progress to ensure a prompt completion
of the evaluation, and the parent and subsequent school district agree to a specific time when the evaluation will be
completed. Assessments of students with disabilities who transfer from one school district to another school district
in the same school year must be coordinated with those students’ prior and subsequent schools, as necessary and as
expeditiously as possible, to ensure prompt completion of full evaluations.

(f) The school district shall ensure that students suspected of being gifted are evaluated within a reasonable
period of time.

(4) - (8) No change.

(9) Parental Consent for Services.

(a) A school district responsible for making FAPE available to an exceptional student must obtain informed
consent from the parent of the student before the initial provision of special education and related services to the
student.

(b) The school district must make reasonable efforts to obtain informed consent from the parent for the initial
provision of ESE services to the student.

(c) If the parent of a student fails to respond or refuses to consent to the initial provision of services, the school
district may not use mediation or due process hearing procedures in order to obtain agreement or a ruling that the
services may be provided to the student.

(d) If the parent of the student refuses consent to the initial provision of special education and related services,

or the parent fails to respond to a request to provide consent for the initial provision of special education and related
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services, the school district will not be considered to be in violation of the requirement to make FAPE available to
the student for the failure to provide the student with the special education and related services for which the school
district requests consent. In addition, the school district is not required to convene an IEP Team meeting or develop
an IEP for the student for the special education and related services for which the school district requests such
consent.

(e) If, at any time subsequent to the initial provision of special education and related services, the parent of a

student revokes consent in writing for the continued provision of special education and related services, the school

district may not continue to provide special education and related services to the student, but must provide prior

written notice before ceasing the provision of special education and related services. The school district may not use

mediation or due process hearing procedures in order to obtain agreement or a ruling that the services may be

provided to the student.

(f) If a parent of a student revokes consent in writing for the continued provision of special education and

related services, the school district:

1. Will not be considered to be in violation of the requirement to make FAPE available to the student for its

failure to provide the student with further special education and related services; and

2. Is not required to convene an IEP Team meeting or develop an IEP for the student for further provision of

special education and related services.

(q) If a parent of a student with a disability revokes consent in writing for their child’s receipt of special

education services after the initial provision of special education and related services to the student, the school

district is not required to amend the student’s education records to remove any references to the student’s receipt of

special education and related services because of the revocation of consent.
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