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Agenda

 


• New K-12 Florida Assessments for Instruction in 
Reading 
• Overview of assessments 
• Implementation study 

• Bright Beginnings 
• Overview of initiative 
• VPK reading and math assessments 
• Kindergarten assessment decisions 

• FCAT and End of Course Exams 
• Transition to new FCAT 
• End of course exams 
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Overview of K-12 Florida Assessments 
for Instruction in Reading 

• Based on feedback from Florida 
schools 

• System combines screening, targeted 
diagnostic tasks, and ongoing 
progress monitoring 

• Primary focus on informing classroom 
instruction for teachers 
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Florida Assessments for Instruction 
in Reading--Cost Savings 

• Capitalized on federal Reading First 
funding since 2002 to develop PMRN 

• Reduced need for additional 
assessments 

• Reduced printing 
• Reduced personnel—data 

transfer/scoring 
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Next Generation Assessments: 
What’s New? 

• Aligned to Florida’s standards 
• Includes vocabulary and comprehension 

for grades K-2 
• Computer-adaptive comprehension for 

grades 3-12 
• Diagnostic and specifically linked to 

professional development and instructional 
strategies 

• Automatic reporting to the Progress 
Monitoring and Reporting Network (PMRN) 
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Next Generation Assessments: 
What’s New? 

• Based on strong psychometric research in 
Florida schools with Florida students 

• Predicts performance on a 
norm-referenced test and FCAT 

• Comprehension is assessed in instructional 
level passages 

• Reading comprehension and oral reading 
fluency passages are equated for difficulty 
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Success Zones - Probability Scores

 


GREEN 

YELLOW 

RED 

85% or better probability of grade-level or
above performance on the SESAT/SAT-
10/FCAT 

16-84% probability of grade-level or above
performance on the SESAT/SAT-10/FCAT 

15% or less probability of grade-level or 
above performance on the SESAT/SAT-
10/FCAT 
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K-12 Florida Assessments for 
Instruction in Reading 
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The K-2 “Big Picture” Map

 


Broad Screen/Progress Monitoring Tool 
(BS/PMT) 
“All” children 

• Letter Naming & Sounds 
• Phonemic Awareness 
• Word Reading  

Broad Diagnostic Inventory 
(BDI) 
“All” children 

• Listening Comprehension 
• Reading Comprehension 
• Vocabulary  
• Spelling (2nd grade only) 

Targeted Diagnostic Inventory 
(TDI) 
“Some” children 

• K = 9 tasks  
• 1st = 8 tasks 
• 2nd = 2 tasks 
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K-2 Vocabulary and 
Comprehension Examples 
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The 3-12 “Big Picture” Map

 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment Information Given 

Broad Screen/Progress 
Monitoring Tool 
(BS/PMT) – “All” children 

• Reading  
Comprehension (RC) 

• Identifies students who may need 
additional literacy instruction in order 
to meet grade level standards by the 
end of the year 

Targeted Diagnostic 
Inventory 
(TDI) – “Some” children 

• Maze  
• Word Analysis (WA) 

• Differentiates between what type of 
intervention is needed 

• Comprehension and Text 
Reading Efficiency 
• Deeper Word Level Skills 
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3-12 Reading Comprehension 
Example 

Submit Answers 

Switch between full-and split- screen views 

• 	
 The student reads a passage and answers 7-9 questions to assess reading comprehension. Once all 
questions are completed, the student clicks the “Submit Answers” button. 
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3-12 Reading Comprehension 
Feedback 

• 
 

• 
 
	 

	 


After the answers are submitted for a passage, the student receives 
performance feedback. 

Depending upon his/her score, the student will either be 
administered an additional (easier or harder) passage or be finished 
with the task. 
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K-12 Assessments Implementation 
Study – 2008-09 


20 schools in 4 counties (Broward, Manatee, Leon, &
Alachua) administer new tests during 3 assessment 


windows 
 
 


• Teachers individually administer the K-2 assessments 
(except grade 2 spelling)


 


 


• Reading teachers in grades 3-12 take students to computer 
lab or Internet-connected computers 

• Teachers give feedback on tests, links to instruction, and 
toolkit 


 


 


• Student selected to participate are representative of the
demographics of Florida schools
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Bright Beginnings Initiative 
(VPK – Grade 3) 

• Achieve the goal of 100% literacy and numeracy


• Strong foundation in reading and math 
• Developmentally appropriate instruction 
• Child-level data to inform instruction and 


 



 

parents 

 


• Effective interventions for children not making 
adequate progress 

• Enhanced instruction for children who are 
 

performing above grade-level 
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Bright Beginnings

 


• Bright Beginnings Web Site 
– http://www.brightbeginningsfl.org 

• Model Lesson Plans for VPK 
– http://www.fldoe.org/earlyLearning/plans.asp

• Model K-3 Math Lesson Plans and Resources 
(available Spring 2009) 


 


• VPK Reading and Math Assessments 

 

(available statewide in 2010-11) 

 


•
 	
 K-3 Math Assessments (available statewide in 


2010-11)-Dependent upon funding 
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VPK Reading and Math and K-3 
Math Assessments 
• Identify skill levels 
• Track the development of skills across the years 


• Focus on skills that are clear predictors of later 
school success. VPK 
• Emergent Literacy - Oral 

Language/Vocabulary, Print Knowledge and 
Phonological Awareness 

• Mathematics - Counting and Number Sense
•  K-3 Math  

• Number Sense and Measurement 
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VPK Reading and Math 

 

Assessments - Timelines
 
 


2008-09 •Creation of VPK Assessment Workgroup 
•Development and Field-Test of Measures 
•Development of On-line Reporting System via 
the Bright Beginnings Web Site 

2009-10 •Implementation Study 

2010-11 •Statewide Availability 
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K-3 Math Assessments - Timelines
 
 


2008-09 •K-3 Formative Assessment Workgroup 
•Review of Relevant Research and Other States’ 
Practices 

2009-10 •Development and Field-Test of Measures 
•Development of On-line Reporting System 

2010-11 •Implementation Study 

2011-12 •Statewide Availability 
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Next Generation FCAT/EOC Exams 
Guiding Principles 

• Align to the Next Generation Standards 
• Add high school end-of-course exams 
• Reduce testing at most burdened grade level 
• Maintain broad educator input into the content, purpose, 

and valid use of tests 
• Maintain accepted professional practices 
• Test later, report earlier (After April 15, beginning in 

2010-11) 
• Utilize more computer-based testing 
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Budget-Driven Changes 

 

• Existing FCAT (2008-09 and 2009-10) 
• No summer retakes 
• Reduction in printed products 
• Science – Performance tasks removed 
• Handscoring – implement industry standards for the percentage 

of second readings (20%) - Writing still at 100% second 
readings. 

• Next Generation FCAT (2010-11, 2011-12, and 2012-13) 
• Same reductions as existing FCAT 
• Maintain broad educator input 
• Begin EOC exams 
• Later testing dates 
• Move to more computer-based testing 
• Only the Writing test will include constructed response items 
• Additional considerations contingent on funding availability 
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Questions?
 


