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January 19, 1009 

TO: Dr. Judith Bilsky 

FROM: Dr. Jill \Vhite 

RE: I<estructurc of Education Progranls at Northwest Florida State College 

At its January 10, 2009 meeting, the Northwest Florida State College (NvVF'SC) Board of 

Trustees :lPr'foved a request to restructure the college's Bachelor of Science in rv1iddle Grades 
fVlath/Sciencc -reacher Education. (See attachment.) The Florida State Board of E:ducation 

originally approved this degree program in February 2007. \ivith a plan of study which allowed 

students to !<.KUS their course\vork in either l1wth or science, \vhile stiliineeting the subject area 

requIrements l(n hClth math and SCience, N\VFSC enrolled the fIrst students in the fall of 2008. 

After consultatlon with both Florida Department of Education staff and nul' currently enrolled 

students. vve have delernlined that separate degree prograuls \vill better l11eet student and 

community needs, I\eorganizing the original pr0f,rram into t\vo degrees requires essentially no 
change in coursev/ork. staffing) facilities, or other resources; studcnts \\'ill simply choose 

between two degree programs rather than choose bet\veen tvvo paths vvithin a single degree 

program. Instead cornpleting certification ex.aminations in both science and rn21tl1 to meet 

graduation rcquirerncnts, students vvill need to dcrnonstrate subject area competence in eilher 

rnath or SClencc, not both a change we helieve \vill encouragc more students to pursue a teacher 

education curnculUlll. 

Howcver. the rcstructurinu. docs mean a technical Chi-lJlilC. as the L'ullcu.c ViOl-del no\\ he offcnJ\p
\.-. \0... '-- b 

diff'crel1! haCl:~tlallreatc degrees than originally approved by the Statl' Buard. According]y, the 

cullege IS requcstIl1g approval to offcr a reVised set of teacher cducation degree prugrams which 

would ll1cluclc the Bachelor of Science in tvliddle Crades jVlath Tcacher Education and the 

B~lChcl()r oj' SCIence ill rv1iddlc Grades Science Teacher Education. Initial enrollment in the 

prugnlllls wuuld hegin fall 2C)()C) , Students in the existing cornbined nl1ddIc grades math/science 

CLliTH.:uiuf11 \\ill he allowcd the cliulce or completing the eXIsting prugrarn ur s\vltching to one of 
the scparme programs. 

'Thank y(lU for your assistance with this request; please let me know if you need additional 
inCOllllatio!l to pursue revicw h~! the Statc Board of Education. 
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