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Timelines 

� January 15, 2009 
� Preliminary Rates Released via Web Site 

� January 15 – February 29, 2009 
� Dispute Process and Recalculation of Rates 

� January 21, 2009 
� Minimum Rate Set by State Board 

� February 18, 2009 
� Release of Final Rates
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2007-08 Preliminary VPK Provider 

Kindergarten Readiness Rates


�	 Children who participated in the VPK program 
performed better on the kindergarten screening 
than children who did not participate. 

�	 Florida’s 2007-08 Preliminary VPK Provider 
Kindergarten Readiness Rate reflects the 
performance of 91% of all VPK providers. 

�	 Based on the Preliminary Rates, 85% of Florida’s 
VPK providers earned a readiness rate of 214 or 
higher out of a possible 300 points.
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Readiness Rates & Data Matching 

� AWI/Coalition Data 
� VPK Providers 

� Program Type 
� Provider Type 
� Faith-Based Status 

� VPK Children 

� DOE Files 
� Kindergarten Demographics 
� Kindergarten Screening Results
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2007-08 VPK Children 

Calculation of 2007-08 Readiness Rates: VPK Children 
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2007-08 VPK Children: 
Preliminary Demographics (142,044) 

66%94,332Not English Language Learners 

19%26,976Unknown* 

15%20,736English Language Learners 

51%72,317Male 

49%69,727Female 

PercentFrequency 

*Unknown = Students served in VPK but not matched against DOE demographic 
or Kindergarten Screening data. 
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2007-08 VPK Children: Preliminary 
Demographics (142,044) 

40%56,172Not Free/Reduced Price Lunch 

19%26,976Unknown* 

41%58,896Free/Reduced Price Lunch 

14%19,380Unknown* 

82%115,814Not Students with Disabilities 

5%6,850Students with Disabilities 

PercentFrequency 

*Unknown = Students served in VPK but not matched against DOE 
demographic or Kindergarten Screening data. 7 



2007-08 VPK Children: 

Preliminary Demographics (142,044)


Frequency Percent 
White 50,350 35% 

African American 24,261 17% 

Hispanic 30,482 21% 

Multiracial 6,605 5% 

Asian 3,102 2% 

American Indian 268 <1% 

Unknown* 26,976 19% 

*Unknown = Students served in VPK but not matched against DOE 
demographic or Kindergarten Screening data. 
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2007-08 VPK Providers 

Calculation of 2007-08 Readiness Rates: VPK Providers 
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2007-08 VPK Providers 

17% 

81% 

2% 
<1% 

Public School 

90% 

10% 

Provider Type Program Type 

Private School 
Private Center 
Family Child Care-Home 

School-Year Summer Program 



11 



2007-08 Preliminary Readiness Rates 

Distribution (4,962)
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Minimum Kindergarten Readiness Rate


Section 1002.69(6), F.S., requires: 

�	 State Board of Education adoption of a minimum 
kindergarten readiness rate that, if achieved by 
a provider would demonstrate the provider’s 
satisfactory delivery of the VPK program. 

�	 The minimum rate may not exceed the rate at 
which more than 15% of all providers would fall 
below the minimum rate. 
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Minimum Readiness Rate


�	 To comply with the requirements of section 
1002.69(6), F.S., it is recommended that the 
minimum rate be set so that no more than 
15% of the providers fall below that rate. 

�	 Based on the Preliminary Rates, 15% or 
738/4,962 VPK providers have a 2007-08 
Preliminary Rate below 214. 
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Contact Information 

Office of Early Learning 
Florida Department of Education 
(850) 245-0445; 1-866-447-1159 

earlylearning@fldoe.org 
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