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Dropouts Are Much More Likely To 
Return Soon After Dropping Out

Year 1996 Dropouts 
First Returned

13,765

2,386
1,268 991 685
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1996 Dropouts = 31,749
Returns during 5-year followup = 19,095 (60.1%)
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What Has Happened to the 1996 What Has Happened to the 1996 
Dropouts?Dropouts?

Highest Attainment of Returning Dropouts who 
Attained a Credential

 1996
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0.24%
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0.63%

70.62%

GED Adult High School Diploma Standard High School Diploma
Career and Technical Certificate College Credit Certificate Associate in Arts
Bachelor's Post Bachelor's 
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Some Returning Dropouts Receive A 
Standard High School Diploma

High School Diploma (Standard or Adult) as a Percentage of 
Highest Credentials Earned by Returning Dropouts
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A Small Percentage Of Returning Dropouts A Small Percentage Of Returning Dropouts 
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A Small Percentage Of Returning 
Dropouts Receive a Bachelor’s Degree

Bachelor’s Degree as a Percentage of Highest Credentials Earned by 
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