
Next Steps in 
Raising Student 
Achievement – 

the New Path 
for NCLB and 

Florida’s A+ Plan 



New Path for NCLB


•	 Research and results will drive policy 
decisions. 

•	 Increased flexibility and strong 
partnerships will help those front-
running states who have embraced the 
challenge to leave no child behind. 



NCLB Guiding Principles


• Ensuring students are learning.


• Making the school system 
accountable. 

• Ensuring information is accessible 
and options are available. 

• Improving the quality of teachers.




All Students are Learning


•	 Achievement on FCAT


•	 NAEP results show overall improvement, 
reductions in achievement gap 



FCAT Reading Scores




Florida’s NAEP Scores




Schools are Held 

Accountable


• Assessment & Reporting 

• Student Participation 

• AYP  

• Longitudinal Graduation Rate




Florida’s Graduation Rate, 

1998-99 to 2003-04 
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Parent Involvement is 

Strong


• Information Made Easy-to-Understand


• AYP is Announced in June 

• A Variety of NCLB Choice Options Exist




Florida’s Annual 
Report Card 
provides parents 

with the 

School Grade, 

AYP Designation, 

Choice Options, 

and a 

Return on 

Investment (ROI) 

Calculation




Teacher Quality is 

Improving 


•	 Subject Matter Competency Exams 
aligned to the Sunshine State Standards 

•	 High-quality, Intensive Professional 
Development for Teachers 

•	 Florida’s Comprehensive Plan for 
Acquiring and Retaining Qualified 
Effective Teachers 



Just Read, Florida!

Teachers, Reading Coaches and Principals 

Trained by Just Read, Florida! 
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By the end of summer 2005, 95% of K-12 principals, 66% of K-3 
teachers, and 3000 reading coaches will have received training. 



Above and Beyond NCLB:

Florida Has Sound Education Policies 

• Assistance Plus 

• Scholarship Programs 

• Just Read, Florida! 

• Middle & High School Reform 
Efforts 

• Return on Investment




Above and Beyond NCLB:

Florida Has Sound Education Policies


• School Recognition 

• Sunshine Connections 

• Teacher Performance Pay 

• Voluntary Pre-K 

• Data Infrastructure 

• A++  



Outside Research 

Confirmation


Education Trust’s Measured Progress Report (2004) 
Number one state in 4th grade reading and math with 15 and 12 point gains 
respectively. 

Manhattan Institute’s Evaluation of Florida’s Program to End 
Social Promotion (2004) 
Florida has successfully improved the academic proficiency of low-performing 
students. 

Harvard University’s Program on Education Policy and 
Governance (2005) 
Choice provisions of A+ are more effective than NCLB’s at leveraging student 
achievement gains. 



Florida is poised 

to lead— 

as a partner and 

as a model. 


