6E-2.002 License by Means of Accreditation

(1) (a) - (b) No change.

(c) Substantive change. An institution which undergoes a substantive change, as
defined in subsection 6E-1.003(43), F.A.C., while holding an Annual License or a
License by Means of Accreditation, shall be granted a Provisional License for a period
of time determined by the Commission. An institution may submit a written request for a
return to its previous status or for a new status when conditions set by the Commission
have been met. Any limitations on the operation of the institution during the period of
provisional licensure will be determined by the Commission when granting the
Provisional License. An institution holding a Provisional License shall not request
approval of or implement a substantive change until it holds an Annual License or

License by Means of Accreditation. The Commission may delegate to the Executive

Director, the authority to return institutions to their previous status between Commission

meetings, if the Executive Director determines that changes have no negative impact on

the institution or the students attending the institution. Such action shall be reported to

the Commission at the next meeting for further action.

(d) - (g) No Change

(2) No Change

(3) License by Means of Accreditation.

(a) No change

(b) Requirements. An institution may apply for a License by Means of

Accreditation if appropriate fees have been paid and if the following materials have

been presented to the Commissionregquirements-have-been-met:




1. Evidence that the Fhe institution has-eperated-legally been licensed or

exempt from licensure under s. 246.085(1)(a), Florida Statutes 2001 in the State of

Florida for a-minimum-of the past five consecutive years; and

2. Evidence that the Fhe-institution is a Florida corporation; and

3._Evidence that the Fhe institution holds institutional accreditation granted by an

accrediting agency as defined by Section 1005.02(1), Florida Statutes, which has been
evaluated by the accreditation review committee and approved by the Commission as
having reporting, organizational, and operating standards substantially equivalent to the
Commissions’s licensure standards; and

4. Evidence that the institution meets minimum requirements for financial

responsibility. The institution shall demonstrate compliance with this requirement by

filing the institution’s most recent annual independently audited financial statement,

pursuant to Subsection 6E-2.004(6), F.A.C. This audit shall cover a fiscal year which

ended no earlier than twelve months prior to the application for licensure by means of




(c) Evaluation. When the Commission has received the required documents and

appropriate fees, the Commission shall evaluate the eligibility of the institution for

Licensure by Means of Accreditation by determining, in addition, whether:

1. The institution has consistently followed fair consumer practices, as provided

in Sections 1005.04 and 1005.34, Florida Statutes, and Rule 6E-1.0032, F.A.C., in all

aspects of its operations; and

2. The institution has no unresolved complaints or other actions in the past

twelve months: and

(d) Continued Exemption. An institution that was exempt from licensure ir2001

under Section 246.085(1)(a), Florida Statutes 2001, may retain an exemption until the

Commission issues it a License by Means of Accreditation as provided in this rule.

(e) e} Annual review. At the time of annual review of a License by Means of
Accreditation, the institution shall submit: a current institutional catalog; a copy of
materials provided to its accrediting agency since the last license review, except in the
case of a self-study, a copy of the executive summary thereof will suffice; a copy of any
correspondence, including letters, motions, records of actions taken, and other similar

documents provided by the accrediting agency to the institution since the last review,



and the institution's response; a copy of the annual independent institutional audit,
pursuant to subsection 6E-2.004(6), F.A.C.; materials documenting that fair consumer
practices are followed by the institution; and, if requested by the Commission, materials
documenting that the institution has in place procedures for following the Commission's

requirements for orderly closing.

(f) &) Duration.

1. A License by Means of Accreditation is valid for the same period as the grant

of accreditation, except as noted in subparagraph 3. of this paragraph.

2. At the conclusion of the period of the grant of accreditation for which the
licensure was granted, the license will expire unless the institution has paid appropriate
fees and submitted evidence that the institution continues to be eligible for a License by
Means of Accreditation. In the event that the accrediting agency has deferred
consideration of a renewal of the institution's accreditation, the Commission shall

consider the circumstances in making a decision whether to extend the license.

(q) {e) Before offering a program that exceeds the scope or level of its grant of
accreditation, an institution holding a License by Means of Accreditation must apply for
and receive an Annual License, pursuant to Section 1005.32(4), Florida Statutes. Upon
inclusion of the new program in the full grant of accreditation, the institution may apply

to reinstate its License by Means of Accreditation.

(h) {H Disciplinary actions. Pursuant to Section 1005.32(7), Florida Statutes,
repeated failure to comply with the statutory requirements for this status shall lead to

denial, probation, or revocation of the status as outlined in Rule 6E-2.0061, F.A.C. If the



License by Means of Accreditation is revoked or denied, the institution must

immediately obtain an Annual License.
Specific Authority: 1005.22(1)(d), 1005.31(2), (3), FS.
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