Florida Department of Education Partners and Supports Grow Healthy Fruit and Vegetable School Gardens
	Project
	Description
	Completed
	Anecdotes

	Florida School Garden Statewide Partnership
	Representatives from various organizations met in an effort to help schools create and sustain school based fruit and vegetable gardens. A Best Practice Symposium is planned for Spring 2012 as part of a Farm to School Summit.
	Three state-wide partnership meetings resulted in the following:

Year one goals developed and accomplished.

Action plan developed.

Two school garden surveys and evaluations complete.

School garden clearinghouse: http:// www.fldoe.org/bii/cshp/schoolgar.asp.   
	“Love being part of this group. I learn so much about how to bring more gardens to my schools and be successful.”

	Gardening for Grades Trainings
	Nine regional Gardening for Grades trainings were held from February to June 2011.  Gardening for Grades, developed by Florida Agriculture in the Classroom, is appropriate for grades K-8 and includes how-to information for teachers to educate students about nutrition education and food production through school gardens.
	230 science teachers in nine districts trained.
Gardening for Grades book delivered to 67 district Food Service Directors.
	“Great workshop- trying to tie it into childhood obesity -the need to eat right out of the garden!”

	“Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!”
	Gardening-related nutrition books distributed and read by classroom volunteers during the last week of January.
	09-10: Provided 1,500 Our Generous Garden books
Grades K-5 in 41 districts
	“The students were motivated so much so that our next class project will be the creation of our own garden.”

	
	
	10-11: Provided over 1,300 Our Super Garden books
Grades K-5 in 44 districts
	

	
	
	11-12: Nutrition in Agriculture book- coming soon!
	

	“Grow Healthy”- School Garden Kits
	Kits distributed containing how-to gardening manuals, vegetable seeds, spades, nutrition education materials, sunscreen, and grocery pads.
	Distributed 170 kits to: 
139 middle, elementary, and high schools in the following districts:  
Alachua       Escambia            Lee            Osceola             Putnam

Brevard       Flagler                 Levy           Palm Beach      Santa Rosa

Broward      Hillsborough      Marion      Pinellas             Sarasota

Dade            Indian River        Orange     Polk
	“The students eat Brussels sprouts out of their garden to the amazement of their parents.”

	Seed Folks  Middle School Garden Project
	A pilot literacy-based garden project distributed kits containing Gardening for Grades, 30 classroom copies of the book Seed Folks, vegetable seeds, spades, sunscreen, and grocery pads.
	Distributed seven kits to: 

Miami-Dade and Alachua counties
	“This project was wonderful! I had a hard time keeping them from watching it grow every day.” 
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