GRADE 4 : TRENDS IN INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE STUDY (TIMSS) 2011 and PROGRESS IN INTERNATIONAL READING LITERACY STUDY (PIRLS)  

PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION LETTER

NOTE TO SCHOOL PERSONNEL—Please modify this letter by editing/inserting information in the bracketed places only.  The second paragraph should be modified as follows:

(a) If you plan to distribute the letter to all grade 8 parents/guardians before receiving your student sample, please select the “will be” and “may be” references; 
OR 

(b) If you plan to distribute the letter only to the parents/guardians of those students chosen for the sample, please select the “has been” and “is” references.  

ONLY the items in brackets can be changed.  The Parent/Guardian Notification Letter is available for download in MS Word format at http://www.fldoe.org/asp/naep/11timsspirls.asp.  Notification may be provided as an article that appears in a newsletter and is sent home to all parents/guardians.  The notification must be distributed no later than two weeks prior to the assessment.
The letter must be dated, signed, and placed on school letterhead stationery. 
[Insert School Letterhead]
[Insert Date]
Dear Parent/Guardian:

We are pleased to announce that our school has been selected to participate in the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 2011 and the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 2011.  TIMSS and PIRLS are international assessment and research projects designed to benchmark student performance in Florida compared with the nation and other countries around the world.  Students selected for the assessment will represent many other students, so participation is important.  While TIMSS–PIRLS is voluntary, the results will contribute to improvements in education and will allow Florida to compare its educational achievement in mathematics, science, and reading literacy internationally.  We encourage and appreciate the participation of each student who is selected.

At our school, TIMSS–PIRLS will be administered on [insert date] and will take approximately 2½ hours.  A random sample of our grade 4 students [will be/has been] selected for the assessments, and your child [may be/is] part of the sample.  All assessment responses are confidential and no results will be reported to or about individual students or schools.  This means that the names of students who participate in TIMSS–PIRLS are not recorded on any of the assessment materials that leave the school, and your child’s grades or progress in school will not be affected in any way by his or her participation.  

In order to present a more complete view of education, background questions are also included on the assessment.  Students are asked questions about their school experience, background, and the material teachers cover in their classrooms.  These questions do not address personal beliefs or attitudes.  Students may skip any question or part of the assessment that they do not wish to answer.  If you prefer to not have your child participate in the TIMSS–PIRLS assessment, please contact [insert name and title of individual to be contacted], in writing, by [insert deadline for notification].

The enclosed summary sheet provides some background to TIMSS–PIRLS, explains what is involved for each student selected to participate, and gives a contact telephone number and e-mail address where you can find answers to any questions you may have concerning these two important international assessments.
[Closing]
Facts About Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) and Progress in International Reading Literacy (PIRLS) for Parents

In April and May of 2011, your child’s school will join schools across the United States and around the world taking part in two international assessments:  the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) and the Progress in International Reading Literacy (PIRLS).  Schools were selected randomly to represent Florida’s and the nation’s schools, and within each school, 4th grade students were selected randomly to represent Florida’s and the nation’s 4th graders. Your child is among the 4th graders selected from this school to take part in TIMSS–PIRLS.

What is TIMSS?

TIMSS is an international assessment that measures student learning in mathematics and science. Every four years since 1995, TIMSS has documented worldwide trends in the knowledge of 4th graders. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) within the U.S. Department of Education sponsors U.S. participation in TIMSS. Along with more than 60 other nations, the U.S. will take part in the 2011 cycle just as we did in 1995, 1999, 2003, and 2007. Participation in this study is voluntary.  For the first time, state-level scores for Florida will be available.

What is PIRLS?

PIRLS is an international assessment that measures student learning in reading.  Every five years since 2001, PIRLS has documented worldwide trends in the reading knowledge of 4th graders.  PIRLS is sponsored by the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) and managed in the United States by the NCES.  For the first time, state-level scores for Florida will be available.

What is involved?

From April through May 2011, TIMSS–PIRLS staff will visit the school and administer an assessment that contains mathematics, science, and reading items. The assessment runs for approximately two hours with breaks between sections. Students will also be asked some questions about themselves and their educational experience in a questionnaire that will take 20 to 30 minutes to complete.

What are the benefits?

Florida and the nation as a whole benefits from the contribution your child’s school makes to the national picture of what our 4th graders know about mathematics, reading, and science, and how they compare with 4th graders worldwide. Schools benefit, too, since we provide each school with a report about how it performed in the assessment. Last, and certainly not least, students receive a small gift as a token of appreciation.

Who administers TIMSS–PIRLS?

The entire assessment is administered by trained staff from Westat, a research organization under contract to the U.S. Department of Education’s NCES.

All of the information collected is kept completely confidential, as required by law. NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-279, Section 153). By law, the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed or used in identifiable form for any other purpose (Public Law 107-279, Section 183 and Title V, subtitle A of the E-Government Act of 2002 [P.L. 107-347]). Students and schools are never identified in any reports. All reported statistics refer to Florida and the United States as a whole.
Where can I find out more about TIMSS – PIRLS?

More information is available at the TIMSS website at http://nces.ed.gov/timss/ or http://timss.bc.edu/ and at the PIRLS website at http://timss.bc.edu/pirls2011/index.html.  Or, if you would like to contact a TIMSS – PIRLS staff member directly, please feel free to call the TIMSS hotline at 888-369-5033 or email us at TIMSS-PIRLS@westat.com.
