2008-09 WDIS Completion Format
Reporting Information
The Workforce Development Information System (WDIS) Completion Format is new for the 2008-09 reporting year.  It serves two separate and distinct purposes: back end reporting of postsecondary vocational course numbers tied to occupational completion points (OCPs); and the collection of industry certification data for Perkins reporting.  The format is required only for those districts reporting data on the WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule.  The reporting procedures and requirements for all previously existing WDIS formats, including the Vocational Student Course Schedule, are not affected by the new format.
Formats and edits for the WDIS Completion Format can be found in the WDIS District Database Handbook.

Course Number Reporting
The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) is in the process of implementing course numbers for district postsecondary career and technical education instruction.  
In 2007-08, Community College and Technical Centers Management Information Systems (CCTCMIS) piloted back end reporting of course numbers on the WDIS Completion Format.  A handful of volunteer districts participated in this pilot.

In 2008-09, all districts reporting data on the WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule are required to report the WDIS Completion Format.  The reporting procedures will essentially be the same as the 2007-08 pilot, with the exception of the addition of industry certification data elements (see below).  
Currently, course numbers are linked to OCPs in qualifying vocational programs.  Districts can download a flat file containing a crosswalk of vocational program codes, courses, and OCPs from Northwest Regional Data Center (NWRDC).  The file name is DPS.DISTRCT.K9.OCPXWLK.Y0809.  A separate WDIS Completion record should be submitted for each OCP earned by a student in a qualifying vocational program.  

Some important points:

The WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule is unaffected, and OCPs should still be reported there.  

The course number on the WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule should remain the same as the vocational program code. The new course numbers can NOT be reported on the WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule.  
The reporting of course numbers is completely independent from the reporting of industry certification information.  Records where course numbers are reported should not contain industry certification information.  See the WDIS Completion Format edits for details.

Industry Certification


Beginning in 2008-09, WDIS will collect industry certification information on the WDIS Completion Format in two new data elements, Industry Certification Identifier and Industry Certification Outcome.  These data elements will be necessary for federal Perkins reporting.

A separate WDIS Completion Format record should be reported for each industry certification earned by a student.  All cross format edits will be suspended when industry certification is reported.  In other words, the district need not report matching Student Demographic, End Term Status, or Vocational Student Course records within the survey when reporting the industry certification.  This method allows districts to easily report industry certifications for students who were enrolled in a previous survey and are no longer enrolled.
Some important points:

The reporting of industry certification information is completely independent of the reporting of course numbers.  Records where industry certification information is reported should not contain course numbers or OCP information.  See the format edits for details.

You can report an industry certification for a student even if that student is no longer enrolled.  No other formats are required.  CCTCMIS will match industry certification to the WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule across surveys.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q.  Can I report the new course numbers on the existing WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule?

A.  No.  The course number on the WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule must still be equal to the vocational program code. 

Q.  Do I still need to report all my OCPs on my WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule?

A.  Yes.  The WDIS Vocational Student Course Schedule will still be the source for OCPs in 2008-09 and will be used to insure that courses are reported correctly.

Q.  Are all vocational program codes linked to course numbers?

A.  No.  Apprenticeship, Continuing Workforce Education, Diversified, and any programs without OCPs do not currently have a course linkage.

Q.  What if the district discovers a program that does not have a course linkage?

A.  Remember the answer to the previous question – not all programs have a course linkage.  If you believe that a program offered in your district should have a course linkage, please contact CCTCMIS.

Q.  Can FDOE add course titles to the OCP table at NWRDC?

A.  This has been requested.

Q.  Can FDOE add the new course numbers to the course code directory?

A.  Course numbers will be included in the 2009-10 course code directory.

Q.  Can I report a course number/OCP and an industry certification on the same completion record?

A.  No.  There are fewer edits applicable to the industry certification records, so to insure the validity of the course records, these two must be kept separate.

Q.  Then why are the industry certification information and the new course numbers reported on the same format?

A.  There seemed to be a consensus, based on input from district representatives at the Workforce Education District Data Advisory Council (WEDDAC) meetings, that maintaining a single new format was preferable to maintaining two.
Q.  Will the procedures for reporting course numbers remain the same in 2009-10?

A.  Probably not.  In 2009-10, districts will be required to go to front end usage of course numbers, which will likely impact the reporting in WDIS.  In addition, the FDOE continues to review programs, OCPs, and courses, with changes likely for 2009-10.

