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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Application (RFA Entitlement)
2009-2010
Bureau / Office

Division of Public Schools/Bureau of Student Assistance
Program Name
Title I, Part A, NCLB Public School Choice Options
Specific Funding Authority (ies)
Federal, No Child Left Behind Act, 2001, P. L. 107-110, CFDA #84.010
Title I, Part A - NCLB Public School Choice Options, Section 1116(b)(E)
Funding Purpose/Priorities
Funds for this project will be used to ensure that all eligible children have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments, and have access to the appropriate support services to ensure their continued education.
Parents whose children are enrolled in Title I schools that are identified in need of improvement, corrective action, or restructuring have the opportunity to transfer their child(ren) to a higher-performing school or may also have the opportunity for their child(ren) to receive Supplemental Educational Services (SES), which are tutoring and other academic enrichment services provided outside the regular school day and designed to enable children from low-income families to reach academic proficiency. 

Type of Award

Entitlement

Total Funding Amount 

$ 122,976,031 (preliminary)

Budget Period  
Effective July 1, 2009, or date received in substantially approvable form, whichever is later, through June 30, 2010.
Program Performance Period 
Effective July 1, 2009, or date received in substantially approvable form, whichever is later, through June 30, 2010.
Target Population
The target population for Supplemental Educational Services (SES) includes K-12 grade students enrolled in Title I schools identified by the state as not meeting state proficiency targets for at least two consecutive years and who qualify for free or reduced-price lunch.
The target population for Choice with Transportation (CWT) includes K-12 grade students enrolled in Title I schools identified by the state as not meeting state proficiency targets for at least three consecutive years.
Eligible Applicant(s)

Eligible Local Educational Agencies (LEAs)
Application Due Date

Entitlement projects will be effective on the date received or July 1, 2009 whichever is later and will remain in effect through June 30, 2010.  
The due date refers to the date of receipt in Grants Management. For Federal programs, the project effective date will be the date that the application is received within Florida Department of Education (FDOE) meeting conditions for acceptance, or the date of receipt of the Federal Award Notification, whichever is later.  
Contact Persons

1. Program Administrator: Anke Toth, Program Specialist, 850-245-0752, Anke.Toth@fldoe.org
2. Office of Grants Management: Kinisha Murphy, Grants Specialist II, Grants Management Unit A, (850)245-0473, kinisha.murphy@fldoe.org 
Assurances

The Department of Education has developed and implemented a document entitled, General Terms, Assurances and Conditions for Participation in Federal and State Programs, to comply with:

· 34 CFR 76.301 of the Education Department General Administration Regulations (EDGAR) which requires local educational agencies to submit a common assurance for participation in federal programs funded by the U.S. Department of Education;

· applicable regulations of other Federal agencies; and

· State regulations and laws pertaining to the expenditure of state funds.

In order to receive funding, applicants must have on file with the Department of Education, Office of the Comptroller, a signed statement by the agency head certifying applicant adherence to these General Assurances for Participation in State or Federal Programs. The complete text may be found at http://fldoe.org/comptroller/doc/gbsectiond.doc
School Districts, Community Colleges, Universities and State Agencies
The certification of adherence filed with the Department of Education Comptroller’s Office shall remain in effect indefinitely unless a change occurs in federal or state law, or there are other changes in circumstances affecting a term, assurance, or condition; and does not need to be resubmitted with this application.

Funding Method 
Federal Cash Advance –On-Line Reporting required monthly to record expenditures.

Federal cash advances will be made by state warrant or electronic funds transfer (EFT) to a recipient for disbursements. For federally funded projects, requests for federal cash advance must be made on the Electronic Federal Cash Advance Request System. If at times it is determined that disbursements are going to exceed the amount of cash on hand plus cash in transit, an on-line amendment can be made prior to the due date of the next Federal Cash Advance distribution on the Electronic Federal Cash Advance Request System.

 

Fiscal Requirements

Supporting documentation for expenditures is required for all funding methods. Examples of such documentation include: invoices with check numbers verifying payment, and/or bank statements; all or any of which must be available upon request.

Indirect Costs shall only apply to federal projects.  School districts are not required to develop an indirect cost proposal, but if they fail to do so, they will not be allowed to recover any indirect costs.  Restrictions to the amount or percentage that can be charged to a project’s administration which may include indirect costs will be specified in the approved project award notification or amendment approval where applicable.  Indirect costs may not be charged to this project.
NARRATIVE SECTION
Project Design-Narrative
The applicant will use funds to ensure that all eligible children have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments, and have access to the appropriate support services to ensure their continued education.

Applicant is asked to respond to the following program directives:

The LEA must reserve an amount equal to 20 percent of its total Title I allocation to implement the LEA’s public school choice plan.  Of this amount, a minimum amount equal to five percent of the Title I allocation must be allocated to support the costs of Choice with Transportation (CWT), a minimum amount equal to five percent of the Title I allocation must be set aside for the costs associated with the provision of Supplemental Educational Services (SES), and a maximum amount equal to one percent of the 20 percent of its Title I allocation can be set aside for costs associated with outreach activities. If the amount of funds is insufficient to provide Supplemental Educational Services and Choice with Transportation to all eligible students whose parents request the services, the LEA must develop a process to prioritize the provision of Supplemental Educational Services and Choice with Transportation to the lowest-achieving students from low-income families.

If the LEA chooses to not use Title I funds for this purpose, the LEA must indicate the non-Title I funding source(s) and the amount used for CWT, SES, and outreach activities
.

For Title I schools identified as in need of improvement, corrective action, and restructuring, the LEA must, no later than 14 calendar days prior to the start of the school year, provide the parents of each student enrolled in the school with the following information:
· the school’s status and what the identification means

· the reason(s) for the identification

· how the school compares in terms of academic achievement to other public schools in the
      LEA

· what the school and LEA are doing to address the academic problem(s) and how parents
      can help

· options for public school choice, including transferring to another public school and
      Supplemental Educational Services, as applicable
The district must designate their plan to implement Early Parent Notification for 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 or Regular Post-AYP Parent Notification for 2009-2010. 
If the district designated Early Parent Notification, the application must:

· Outline a specific process that the LEA will use to notify parents at an appropriate and reasonable time to consider their options pursuant to NCLB public school choice options (Parents must be notified no later than 14 calendar days prior to the start of school) 

· Provide a clear description of the process and procedure established to enable parents to communicate CWT selection (at least two weeks)
· Provide a clear description of the process and procedure established to prioritize services if demand exceeds funds
·     Provide Web link to the LEA’s Web site listing the following:
· Beginning with data from 2007-2008 school year and each subsequent year 

                            thereafter: Number of students eligible for CWT

· Beginning with data from 2007-2008 school year and each subsequent year 

                            thereafter: Number of students participating in CWT
· Provide a Web link to LEA’s Web site listing the available receiver schools

If the district designated Regular Post-AYP Parent Notification, the application must:

· Outline a specific process that the LEA will use to notify parents at an appropriate and  reasonable time to consider their options pursuant to NCLB public school choice options
      (Parents must be notified no later than 14 calendar days prior to the start of school)  

· Provide a clear description of the process and procedure established to enable parents to communicate CWT selection (at least two weeks) 

· Provide a clear description of the process and procedure established to prioritize services if demand exceeds funds
·     Provide Web link to the LEA’s Web site listing the following:
· Beginning with data from 2007-2008 school year and each subsequent year 

     thereafter: Number of students eligible for CWT

· Beginning with data from 2007-2008 school year and each subsequent year 

     thereafter: Number of students participating in CWT

· Provide a Web link to LEA’s Web site listing the available receiver schools
For each Title I school identified as in need of improvement for one or more consecutive years, the LEA must provide annual notice to parents of all eligible students enrolled in the school of the availability of Supplemental Educational Services, including:

· a list of state-approved providers serving the LEA

· a brief description of providers’ services, evidence of effectiveness, tutor qualification,

      contact information, and identification if the provider is able to serve students with 

                  disabilities (SWD) and English Language Learner (ELL) 
· a timeline for selection of providers and commencement of services
· an offer to assist parents in choosing a provider
· an explanation of the benefits of receiving SES
The application must:
· Outline a specific process that the LEA will use to notify parents of students eligible for SES (SES notification clearly distinguishable from status CWT letter)
· Include timelines for notifying all eligible families of SES both prior to and after the start of the school year  

· Include a clear description of the process and procedure established to enable parents to communicate choice (at least two weeks) (including collecting rejection of SES from parents) 

· Describe how the LEA will streamline the parent enrollment and provider selection process to ensure services begin by October 15 

· Describe how the LEA will widely make SES enrollment forms available 

· Provide a clear description of the process and procedure established to prioritize services if demand exceeds funds 

· Address any additional communications to parents related to SES
· Provide Web link to the LEA’s Web site listing the following:
· Beginning with data from 2007-2008 school year and each subsequent year 

                 thereafter: Number of students eligible for SES

· Beginning with data from 2007-2008 school year and each subsequent year 

· thereafter: Number of students participating in SES

· Provide a Web link to LEA’s Web site listing the 2009-2010 list of SES providers approved to serve the LEA and location where services are provided
The LEA must enter first into an agreement (contract) with each state-approved provider before parents can make a selection within the LEA.  This agreement must:
· Describe how the student’s parents and student’s teacher(s) will be regularly informed of the student’s progress

· Address the policy relative to the use of school facilities

· Address the policy and procedure regarding confidentiality of students’ records

· Contain a provision to ensure the provided service will be consistent with applicable health, safety, and civil right laws
· Provide for termination of agreement if the provider is unable to meet goals and timetables
· Contain provisions for payments to provider by the LEA
· Address the policies relative to background checks and fingerprinting
The application must:
· Describe the process for the development and implementation of the contract  

· Provide timelines ensuring students will receive services by October 15th
The LEA must enter into an agreement [Student Learning Plan (SLP)] for each student assigned to a state-approved provider that parents selected.  The SLP must be signed and dated by the provider, district, and parent(s) before services can begin. In instance where signatures cannot be obtained, alternative methods for demonstrating "consultation," such as home visits, provider meetings with parents off site, conference calls with a school, provider staff, and a parent that can be documented by three parties, or electronic signatures need to be provided. The SLP must include: 

· Specific student achievement goals for the student

· How each student’s progress will be measured

· Timetable for improving achievement

· Consistency with individualized education plan or English Language Learner plan, if applicable
The application must:
· Describe timelines for the development, implementation, and monitoring  of the SLPs 

· Describe how the LEA will ensure that individual student needs are  assessed and individual student skill gaps are identified 

· Describe process if all three parties can not meet face to face to develop the SLP
Support for Reading/Strategic Imperatives
Incorporate one or more of the Areas of Focus included in Florida’s Next Generation PreK-20 Education Strategic Plan. 
URL: http://www.fldoe.org/Strategic_Plan/pdfs/StrategicPlanApproved.pdf     
Dissemination/Marketing

Describe methods /strategies you will use to disseminate and market information about the project to appropriate populations.
Districts are required to regularly report on project needs assessments, planning initiatives, program activities, and program evaluations to advisory councils, school improvement teams, and the school board.  

Reporting Outcomes
Districts are required to submit annual progress reports that provide data and an analysis of the district’s measurable outcome objectives.

For Federal Programs - General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)

Provide a concise description of the process to ensure equitable access to, and participation of students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. For details refer to URL: http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/gepa427.pdf
Equitable Services for Private School Participation
In accordance with P.L. 107-110, Title IX, Part E Uniform Provisions, Subpart 1, Section 9501, the applicant must provide a detailed plan of action for providing consultation for equitable services to private school children and teachers with the local education agency(ies) service area.   For details, refer to URL: http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg111.html.  Supplemental Educational Services and Choice with Transportation can not be offered to private school students.
Conditions for Acceptance

The requirements listed below must be met for applications to be considered for review:

1) Application is received in DOE within the timeframe specified by the RFA

2) Application includes required forms:  DOE 100A Project Application Form and DOE 101 - Budget Narrative Form
3) All required forms must have the assigned TAPS Number included on the form

4) All required forms have original signatures by an authorized entity

5) Application must be submitted to:

Office of Grants Management

Florida Department of Education

325 W. Gaines Street, (Room 332)
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400

NOTE: Applications signed by officials other than the appropriate agency head identified above must have a letter signed by the agency head, or documentation citing action of the governing body delegating authority to the person to sign on behalf of said official. Attach the letter or documentation to the DOE 100A when the application is submitted.

Method of Review 

All project applications, including budget forms shall be reviewed by FDOE staff in accordance with established project application review checklists and requirements set-forth in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, applicable non-regulatory guidance, and other applicable federal regulations and guidelines.
Final Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Title I Part A Allocation
(Preliminary for 2009-2010)
	 
	20% - Choice with
	Cost 

	AGENCY
	Transportation
	Per Pupil

	 
	and SES
	For SES

	ALACHUA
	1,371,230
	1,139 

	BAKER
	161,638
	988 

	BAY
	1,165,227
	1,147 

	BRADFORD
	169,091
	1,004 

	BREVARD 
	2,539,134
	1,219 

	BROWARD
	12,032,926
	1,405 

	CALHOUN
	110,611
	1,057 

	CHARLOTTE
	482,725
	931 

	CITRUS
	797,129
	1,114 

	CLAY
	625,728
	961 

	COLLIER
	1,241,363
	1,023 

	COLUMBIA
	565,780
	1,074 

	DADE
	25,626,651
	1,424 

	DE SOTO
	360,717
	1,120 

	DIXIE
	156,019
	1,131 

	DUVAL
	6,054,174
	1,296 

	ESCAMBIA
	2,646,840
	1,225 

	FLAGLER
	261,051
	944 

	FRANKLIN 
	76,952
	1,051 

	GADSDEN
	441,763
	1,063 

	GILCHRIST
	113,129
	1,006 

	GLADES
	64,436
	994 

	GULF
	90,057
	1,014 

	HAMILTON
	148,723
	1,122 

	HARDEE
	386,867
	1,143 

	HENDRY
	494,090
	1,089 

	HERNANDO
	904,676
	1,126 

	HIGHLANDS
	806,701
	1,115 

	HILLSBOROUGH
	9,187,272
	1,317 

	HOLMES
	224,282
	1,148 

	INDIAN RIVER
	617,639
	1,085 

	JACKSON
	345,283
	1,035 

	JEFFERSON
	94,880
	1,038 

	LAFAYETTE
	73,154
	1,112 

	LAKE
	1,440,331
	1,161 

	LEE
	2,672,555
	1,226 

	LEON
	1,315,677
	1,103 

	LEVY
	386,287
	1,093 

	LIBERTY
	58,892
	1,083 

	MADISON
	203,785
	1,103 

	MANATEE
	1,564,294
	1,165 

	MARION
	2,304,425
	1,207 

	MARTIN
	464,278
	925 

	MONROE
	260,572
	995 

	NASSAU
	228,913
	878 

	OKALOOSA
	881,565
	994 

	OKEECHOBEE
	331,229
	1,044 

	ORANGE
	8,062,323
	1,311 

	OSCEOLA
	1,918,329
	1,181 

	PALM BEACH
	7,537,894
	1,305 

	PASCO
	2,286,397
	1,208 

	PINELLAS
	5,389,594
	1,289 

	POLK
	4,501,493
	1,277 

	PUTNAM
	885,572
	1,123 

	ST. JOHNS
	399,009
	960 

	ST. LUCIE
	1,716,232
	1,171 

	SANTA ROSA
	592,746
	956 

	SARASOTA
	1,114,649
	1,012 

	SEMINOLE
	1,695,499
	1,221 

	SUMTER
	390,600
	1,053 

	SUWANNEE
	315,604
	1,049 

	TAYLOR
	163,568
	1,044 

	UNION
	81,377
	1,005 

	VOLUSIA
	2,599,174
	1,268 

	WAKULLA
	135,723
	960 

	WALTON
	318,484
	1,030 

	WASHINGTON
	177,195
	1,035 

	FLA SCH. DEAF & BLIND*
	38,419
	*960

	FAMU SCHOOL*
	13,961
	*1,103

	FSU SCHOOL*
	51,872
	 NA

	 TOTAL TO LEA’S 
	 $     122,976,031 
	$            1,265 


· Lab schools
· NA - not required to offer choice





















PAGE  
1
DOE 900E
Revised 03/07

