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As I stand here in Tallahassee this morning, it looks to be another beautiful Florida day.  I am excited about what this year will bring.  The air is beginning to show signs of fall; my favorite time of year.   Even as a child, I remember fall as bringing cooler weather, new classmates, and that bright yellow school bus.  I have always loved school.  I attended Florida public schools and have taught here for seven years.  During that time I have had opportunities to teach multiple grade levels and various subjects.  I have had the privilege of chairing different professional development teams and coordinating portions of the Response To Intervention process here in my hometown of Tallahassee, FL.  

Having been in the trenches, I fully understand that there are many challenges facing Florida’s educators at this time.  Please know that I deeply appreciate every effort you have put forth to help your students grow and learn and achieve and I, too, share some of your concerns.  I only just left the classroom weeks ago to pursue the position of the Department of Education’s Teacher Liaison and the faces of my students, their triumphs and struggles remain fresh on my mind.  One of my most critical duties as Teacher Liaison is to facilitate bidirectional communication between the Department and all of Florida’s teachers.  Through the Just For Teachers website, you can find information on current educational trends and policies, subject area information with helpful links, monthly newsletters, and even discount coupons.  The position of Teacher Liaison is intended to share knowledge, data, events, and other information with teachers and all educational leaders around our great state.  This position is critical to me because it will allow for better communication among all of us, which will ultimately be a great benefit to our students.

I am thrilled to have the opportunity to be your voice in my new role as Teacher Liaison.  I look forward to working with you and hearing your ideas; not only listening to your concerns, but also rejoicing in your accomplishments.  One of the things I have most enjoyed while teaching is having the opportunity to work with my fellow teachers on a myriad of projects.  I marvel at how they, and you, accomplish so much often with so little.  The gains our students have made are a direct reflection of the dedication and hard work of Florida’s great teachers and I’m excited to ensure every Floridian gets that message.
Know that I am here for you and be sure to check our site regularly, http://www.fldoe.org/justforteachers/ , to discover information, updates, and special promotions.

What’s Working Series
“What’s Working in Effective Teaching and Leadership” is a series of learning and listening workshops instituted by the Florida State Board of Education and supported by the Department of Education. The series is designed to provide all stakeholders an opportunity to interact and dialogue with national and state education leaders on specific topics that support effective teaching and school leadership.

The meetings will be held Sept. 13 through Oct. 26 in various locations across the state, and will also be webcast live and recorded to increase availability to as many stakeholders as possible. Each session will be 4-6 p.m. local time.

Upcoming Dates and Locations:

Oct. 6, 2010 – Tampa, Fla.

Oct. 7, 2010 – Miami, Fla.

Oct. 14, 2010 - Orlando, Fla.

For more information: http://www.fldoe.org/whatworks/default.asp
 Florida KidCare
Florida KidCare is the state of Florida's health insurance program for children that provides high-quality, low-cost health insurance for uninsured children under age 19. Insurance improves children's access to the medications and treatment necessary to control childhood illnesses and may help decrease student absences. Being in good health helps children attend school regularly, and allows them to participate in classroom and recess/physical activities-all essential parts of succeeding in school.

Children enrolled in Florida KidCare receive comprehensive health care, including doctor visits, check-ups, shots, prescriptions, vision and hearing screenings, and more.  To learn more about Florida KidCare or to apply online, visit http://www.floridakidcare.org today!

Resources for Disability History and Awareness Instruction, K-12

Disability History and Awareness is celebrated during the first two weeks of October.  A variety of resources are available to assist educators in providing disability history and awareness instruction, integrated within the overall curriculum, for students at all levels (K-postsecondary).  Resources include but are not limited to guest speakers, with a focus on including individuals with disabilities; computer on-line programs; videos; and multi-media kits.  
Teachers are encouraged to contact their local Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS) Center for assistance with disability awareness and sensitivity training for students (e.g., Kids on the Block and More Alike than Different).  Contact information is available at www.fdlrs.org.  
Check the following link for Promotional Ideas for Disability History and Awareness Weeks 
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/pdf/DHA-Resource2010.pdf
Literacy League Submissions Due Nov. 3
The next deadline for the Florida Department of Education’s Literacy League is Nov. 3. Students interested in submitting their inquiries regarding the latest Literacy League book, Crossing Jordan by Adrian Fogelin, should send them to literacyleague@fldoe.org. The author will then answer these questions via podcast, to be posted on the Department of Education’s Website in mid-November. This direct interaction with authors is intended to help promote a more active engagement in reading among Florida’s middle school students. For more information about Literacy League, visit www.fldoe.org/literacyleague. We hope you will continue to encourage your students to participate in this unique and interactive reading initiative. 

Secrets of Successful Teaching
The Foundation for Excellence in Education recently brought together 81 of Florida’s top educators to learn their tips and techniques for teaching.  Teachers were chosen because their students – some high performing, some struggling, some with disabilities, some just learning English, some from economically disadvantaged families – made the most progress in reading or math, over the last three years, based on the results of the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test, the state’s annual standardized test for students in third through tenth grades.

A compilation of personal stories and professional advice, backed by national research, is the essence of Secrets of Successful Teaching.  Secrets of Successful Teaching can be viewed by visiting www.excelined.org/secrets.

Curriculum Corner
53rd Annual Florida Council for the Social Studies Conference
Oct. 22-24, 2010

Social Studies: The Next Generation 

· Oct. 22-24, 2010 

· Orlando Airport Marriott 

· 7499 Augusta National Drive 

· Orlando, Florida 32822 

· http://www.fcss.org/ 

For hotel reservations, please call 1-800-228-9290 or 407-851-9000 and ask for the Florida Council for the Social Studies rate of $115.00 per night, plus applicable taxes). The reservation cutoff date is Sept. 25, 2010.
100th Annual National Council of Teachers of English
Nov. 18-21, 2010

Teachers and Students Together: Living Literate Lives 

The 100th Annual Convention of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) will be held Nov. 18 –21, 2010, in Orlando. The program includes hundreds of concurrent sessions and workshops, to be held at Disney's Coronado Springs and Yacht and Beach Club Resorts, focusing on all aspects of the teaching and learning of the English language arts. The Convention will be of interest to English language arts teachers (kindergarten through university) from across the country and the world, as well as librarians, reading specialists, administrators, consultants, and students studying to be teachers. For more details, visit http://www.ncte.org/annual. 
FAST 2010 Conference                                                                                             Oct. 21-23, 2010 in St. Augustine, Florida 

Navigating Through Science
The local planning committee has all sorts of great speakers, workshops, field trips and activities planned for this year’s conference. 
 

To learn more, visit: http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu/Sea/FAST2010Conf.htm
Electronic Field Trip to North Cascades National Park
What:       A free Electronic Field Trip to North Cascades National Park to explore climate   change and its effects on people and ecosystems

Who:        Students 4th through 8th grade

When:       Oct. 13, 2010       7:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. PDT (10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. EDT)

How:        Register for free at http://www.northcascadeseft.org
Watch the broadcast as it is streamed over the Internet or broadcast on participating public television stations and internal school satellite networks

   Lesson plans for teachers and web-based games for students are available now!
The Golden Apple Award

Channel 7 News out of Panama City is producing a new weekly series to showcase teachers in appreciation of all they do.

   Check the following link to see their first recipient:

http://www.wjhg.com/news/headlines/103087409.html?ref=409
Want to help shape Florida's Race to the Top?

The Florida Department of Education is looking for volunteers to serve on eight committees aimed at implementing the state's Race to the Top plan. The committees are: Standards Instructional Teacher Tool, Formative and Interim Assessment Design, District-Developed Student Assessments for Instructional Effectiveness, Portal-Dashboards-Reports, Local Systems, Student Growth Implementation Work Group and Teacher and Leader Prep Implementation Work Group. 

For more information visit http://www.fldoe.org/committees/rttt-committees.asp
Teacher Discounts
Two Florida’s National Football League Teams Discounted Tickets

The Florida Department of Education is proud to announce a new partnership with Florida’s National Football League (NFL) teams to offer discounted ticket prices for all public school and district personnel (pre-kindergarten – 12th grade) across the state. Through this partnership, the Jacksonville Jaguars, and Miami Dolphins each have single-game discount tickets available for education employees who make a difference in Florida’s classrooms. 

· Jacksonville Jaguars (PDF, 633KB) 

· Jacksonville Jaguars (RTF, 11KB) 

· Miami Dolphins (PDF, 198KB) 

· Miami Dolphins (RTF, 6KB) 

Discounts for Teachers

My Education Discount is an online directory of retailers offering education and teacher discounts. Simply click the retailers below to see what discount is currently available. Visit http://www.myeducationdiscount.com for complete details. Remember to check My Education Discount before you buy anything online. Enjoy! 

"Inn on 5th” Honors Florida Educators

Located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida, the luxurious Inn on Fifth is offering Florida teachers a preferred rate of approximately 40 percent off standard rooms. With its soaring Mediterranean archways, private terraces and intimate atmosphere, the 87-room boutique hotel is a landmark of luxury in Old Naples. Thanks to its enviable Fifth Avenue address, the Inn puts guests in the middle of a fabulous collection of chic restaurants and bistros, unique galleries and high-fashion shops, all just a short stroll away from the Gulf's white, sandy beaches. Guests can also enjoy two on-site restaurants and a full service spa. Visit www.innonfifth.com to view the spectacular sights that come standard at The Inn on Fifth.
For more updates and information be sure to check out our website often!

http://www.fldoe.org/justforteachers 

Florida School Bus Safety Week

Florida School Bus Safety Week is October 18-22, 2010.  The week is designed to encourage all drivers to observe school bus passing laws and to be aware of the school buses on our roadways each and every day.  This year, the Florida Departments of Education, Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, and Transportation have teamed up to commemorate School Bus Safety week.  These agencies and the Florida Association for Pupil Transportation (FAPT) will announce the student winners of the annual Safety Week poster contest and will promote the safety of school buses in the Capitol Courtyard in Tallahassee on Thursday, October 14, 2010.

The theme for the poster contest, “Be Aware – Know the Danger Zone,” reminds motorists and students to be safe in and around school buses.  During Safety Week, school districts and local communities are encouraged to conduct motorist awareness activities.  Many will also be recognizing the thousands of dedicated transportation professionals and bus operators who work hard each day to ensure the safe and dependable transportation of students.

The week serves as an excellent reminder that school buses are the safest motor vehicles for students who travel to and from school.  Educating individuals about school bus safety issues, while honoring the transportation and school professionals who devote themselves to ensuring the safe travel of Florida’s students, are paramount issues that will continue to keep our children safe on the roadways.  Teachers and other school-based professionals dedicate significant time and effort to keeping students safe by monitoring loading zones, teaching safe riding practices, assisting with school bus evacuation drills, and helping drivers and administrators with student management techniques.  For many children school buses are an integral part of their educational program and are a critical part of their access to learning.

For more information about Florida School Bus Safety Week, visit www.floridaschoolbussafety.gov.







