Focusing on Florida’s Future

Over a year ago, I began my journey as the Commissioner of the Florida Department of Education. Since that time, I have truly enjoyed working alongside the many gifted and passionate educators throughout our state. Visiting campuses throughout Florida and talking with teachers, students, parents, principals, community college presidents, and superintendents has allowed me to see first hand all of the things we have accomplished and has energized our education system. We’ve made significant progress in student achievement and closing the achievement gap, and we’ve increased the number of high performing schools in our communities while improving our graduation rate and decreasing our drop-out rate statewide.  With all that we’ve achieved, it’s clear Florida is an excellent place to live, do business and learn. 

In spite of the difficult financial times our state is facing, I am continually encouraged by the resiliency of Florida educators. In January, Florida became one of the Top 10 states in the nation for education, according to a national report by Education Week. We also improved our state grade of C+ to B-. This year, we will continue to improve upon these successes. The Department recently launched its Next Generation Strategic Plan focused on a new vision that will change the culture of our schools by raising the ceiling and raising the floor of student expectations which are aligned with college readiness. Our focus will better enable our students for success in the 21st century. We will increase the rigor of standards to improve academic excellence, and our students will rise to the challenge in Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12.  We’ll use effective assessments to direct instruction, and our students will experience greater outcomes as a result. We will work closely with key stakeholders to deliver an education system that serves the needs of all students and Florida’s communities.  

As a former science teacher, I understand the power our teachers have to help our students achieve even greater heights.  I challenge each and every educator, parent and community to support our education system to help our children reach their highest potential. The Department of Education will be hard at work in 2009 striving to accomplish just that.  

I am truly excited about the future of education, and look forward to continuing our work together to make Florida the best education system in the nation.   

[image: image1.jpg]



