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“Lost in Translation”
Coming Full Circle – The Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) Rule

Presenters: Heather Diamond and David Wheeler

Rule Implementation Synopsis

Status

Adopted by SBE on January 21, 2009

Effective as of March 23, 2009 

Implementation 

SP and P identifies applicable process school-by-school 

Response to Intervention (RtI) Process within Comprehensive Evaluation OR 

RtI Process and relevant pattern of strengths and weaknesses within Comprehensive Evaluation

Effective July 1, 2010, schools can no longer require pattern of strengths and weaknesses as allowed in option B

Florida SLD Criteria for Eligibility

Until July 1, 2010

	Condition 1

Underachievement in: 

· Oral expression 

· Listening comprehension

· Written expression

· Basic reading skills

· Reading fluency skills

· Reading comprehension

· Mathematics calculation

· Mathematics problem solving


	Condition 2

RtI:

· Insufficient (or resource intensive) response to scientific, research-based intervention

OR

· RtI and Pattern of strengths or weaknesses:

· RtI and patter of strengths and weaknesses relevant to identifying SLD 
	Condition 3
Conditions 1 and 2 not primarily the result of:

· Visual, hearing or motor disability

· Intellectual disability

· Emotional or behavioral disability

· Cultural factors

· Irregular attendance

· Environmental or economic disadvantage 

· Classroom behavior 

· Limited English proficiency


Options Selected by Districts

SLD Eligibility Criteria
Option A equals 35 percent

Option B equals 63 percent

Florida SLD Criteria for Eligibility

(After July 10, 2010)

	Condition 1
Underachievement in:
· Oral expression

· Listening comprehension

· Written expression

· Basic reading skills

· Reading fluency skills

· Reading comprehension

· Mathematic calculation

· Mathematics problem solving
Plus
	Condition 2

RtI:

· Insufficient (or resource intensive) response to scientific, research-based intervention
Plus
	Condition 3

Conditions 1 and 2 not primarily the result of:

· Visual, hearing or motor disability

· Intellectual disability

· Emotional or behavioral disability

· Cultural factors

· Irregular attendance

· Environmental or economic disadvantage

· Classroom behavior

· Limited English proficiency


RtI Status Report

· School-based teams beginning year 3 of Statewide Training

· 7 demonstration districts with 34 pilot schools beginning year 3

· 66 districts sent District-Based Leadership Team to attend meetings to develop the district PS and or RtI Plans

· Over 61 districts sent teams to a 3-day training of trainers to build internal capacity for scaling-up

· Technical assistance to district trainers will continue through the 2009-10 school year

· Districts and schools are continuing to access project-based professional development opportunities addressing the application of PS and or RtI to behavior, math and reading

· Continuing state-level integration across organizations for a unified system

National Trends: RTI Adoption Survey 2009

· RTI implementation levels steadily rising (from 44percent in 2008 to 71 percent in 2009)

· Significant increase in HS implementation (from 16 percent  in 2008 to 51 percent in 2009)

· Academic greater than Behavior; Reading greater than Math

· 54 percent of respondents have a defined RtI process

· 79 percent of districts report using a three-tier model

· Only 4 percent report negative impact on staffing allocations

· RTI generally reduces number of special education referrals (83 percent)

· Early Intervening Services (EIS) and Title I/IDEA stimulus funds reported as common funding sources

Key Findings of RTI Adoption Survey

· Primary obstacles to implementation
· Insufficient teacher training

· Lack of intervention resources

· Lack of data, knowledge and skills for tracking and or charting

· Solutions to implementation barriers
· Use of data to guide decisions for instruction and or intervention

· Establishment and or use of collaborative teams

· Initial training in RTI

· Progress monitoring tool and or data management

· Download at http://www.spectrumk12.com/ 
At what stage is your district in RTI implementation?

· Investigation, 11 percent
· Planning, 17 percent

· Piloting in a limited number of schools or grades, 31 percent

· In process of district-wide implementation, 28 percent

· District-wide use for more than 1 year, 12 percent

· Non considering, 2 percent

This information was provided by: Response to Intervention (RtI) Adoption Survey 2009. Spectrum K-12 Solutions.

Is your district using RTI for:

· Identification of students for early intervening services and supports – 88 percent

· Identification of students fro special education services – 60 percent

· Identification of students for specialized services and supports in addition to special education – 51 percent

For which grades and areas have you already implemented RTI?

	Elementary Schools
	Reading, 81 percent
	Math, 49 percent
	Behavior, 44 percent
	None at this level, 16 percent

	Middle Schools
	Reading, 39 percent
	Math, 26 percent
	Behavior, 25 percent
	None at this level, 36 percent

	High Schools
	Reading, 19 percent
	Math, 14 percent
	Behavior, 18 percent
	None at this level, 49 percent


How effective have the following solutions been in mediating or eliminating RTI implementation obstacles?

	Progress monitoring tool
	Somewhat effective, 48 percent
	Very effective, 30 percent
	Not at all effective, 3 percent

	Student achievement management software to drive data based decision making
	Somewhat effective, 39 percent
	Very effective 21 percent
	Not at all effective, 3 percent


What impact has the implementation of RTI had on building and or district staffing?

· No impact on staffing, 72 percent
· Increased staffing, 24 percent

· Reduced staffing, 4 percent

What students are served by your highest and or most intensive tier of intervention?
· Special education only, 75 percent

· English language learners, 34 percent

· Students who have not had an opportunity for instruction, 36 percent

· Other (please specify), 27 percent

Has RTI been the focus of any legal proceedings in your district?

· Complaint, 6 percent

· Mediation, 1 percent

· Due process hearings, 1 percent

· None of the above, 93 percent

Have SEA regulations been revised to accommodate the RTI provisions?
· Don’t know, 26 percent

· Yes, 46 percent

· No, 28 percent

Collection of Current Technical Assistance

New SLD Web link on the BEESS Web site featuring related rules, technical assistance, documents, an d Web sites:

http://www.fldoe.org/ese/sldr.asp
Future Technical Assistance

· SLD Contact Conference Calls- February, Monthly April-August and to-be-continued in Spring 2010

· Questions and Answers – TAP for 6A.6-0331 (Administrative Rules) coming soon

· Questions and Answers – SLD TAP to be disseminated Fall 2009

· SLD on-line Wiki page for resource postings and discussions – coming soon

· SLD On-line Eligibility Decision Tree – tentative

· On-line Module – Tentatively available Summer 2010

· Revised Program Handbook – Tentatively disseminated Fall 2010

Save the Date: Regional SLD Implementation Workshops

· November 5, 2009, Sunrise

· November 6, 2009, East Bradenton

· November 13, 2009, Chipley

· November 19, 2009, Orlando

· November 20, 2009, St. Augustine

PS RtI: Stay Informed and Access Resources

· BEESS Weekly Newsletter
· Florida’s RtI Website: http://www.florida-rti.org/
· News and Events
· Resources (example parent Brochure)

· State Plan

· On-line Professional Development

· Partnerships

· Three Statewide Projects:

· PS/RtI Pilot Project: http://floridarti.usf.edu/

· RtI – TLC Project: http://rtitlc.ucf.edu/
· PBS Project: http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/
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