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Vision for Florida’s State Colleges:

Florida ranks in the 3" quartile of states measuring bachelor's degree holders or higher among individuals 25~
44 years old: scoring 25.2% in 2005 compared to 20% nationally.'

The Florida College System has grown over time to become the state’s foremost resource for postsecondary
academic and workforce credentials such as the Associate in Arts, Associate in Science, Associate in Applied
Science degrees, and many workforce certificates. In much the same manner;ithe transition to state colleges is
now essential to respond effectively to local, regional, state, national andlg%!&, obal workforce demands through
expanded affordable access to the baccalaureate degree.

Guiding Principles for the State College Pilot Project:

1. State colleges are part of the Florida College Sysi¢ composed of 28 two-y Q‘;@d four-year public
institutions. Based on their mission, level of actreditation anﬁ@ppropnate authorization, the colleges
within this system offer Bachelor’s degrees, Associa egi;'%é% career and technical certificates,
remedial studies, and/or adult education. ) 4

affordable acgess to lowér division undergraduate academic and technical degrees and
certificates.

State colleges primary focus is on student success through student development services such
as advising, counseling, financial aid and remedial education.

State colleges promote local, regional and statewide economic development.

State colleges ensure seamiess transition to a baccalaureate degree through 2+2 articulation
and partnerships with community colleges, state universities, ICUF institutions, and others.
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State colleges will participate in the systems that enable seamless transition and statewide
articulation including the common course numbering system and common academic calendar,
transfer guarantee, and other conventions included in the Statewide Articulation Manual.

State colleges are aligned with Florida’s Bright Futures and Florida Prepaid awards.
3. In addition to fulfilling the lower-division Florida College System mission, State Colleges will:
Provide high-quality Baccalaureate degrees responsive to local, regional, and statewide

educational and workforce needs, while maintaining the ﬂex1b111ty to respond quickly to
emerging trends.
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Ignite Florida’s long-term economic potential by providing Florida residents with readily
available means to maximize their own productivity through higher education, in much the
same way the GI Bill helped spark the U.S. economy to become among the strongest in the
world.



