Dear Race to the Top Participants, 

As many of you realize, Race to the Top is not just a grant or competition, it’s a monumental shift and a new way of innovation to ensure that our education reform efforts will directly make an immediate impact for our teachers and our students. This kind of groundbreaking collaboration takes courage, and a willingness to try new things, and I’m excited to work alongside each of you to redefine how our nation views and supports education.  

Please know that I am well aware of the “heavy lift” before us and that as school and district leaders, the burden of that lift rests greatly on your shoulders. But you will not undergo this journey alone. As Commissioner, I pledge to you my support and faithful collaboration throughout this entire process. 

As an education leader, I respect your ideas and efforts that you have accomplished within your districts. I hope as fellow district participants you will join me in this pledge, working collaboratively across communities and regions to the benefit of all of Florida’s students.   

Each of us has a tall task at hand in the next few weeks to lay out a complex and integrated plan to be implemented over the next four years. The Final Scope of Work Template, other associated forms, and additional resources are now posted at www.fldoe.org/arra/racetothetop.asp.    

I look forward to our discussions at the Technical Assistance webinar on Tuesday, September 7.

Sincerely,

Dr. Eric J. Smith

Commissioner of Education

