Dear Superintendents,

I’m absolutely thrilled to share with you news that Florida has been named a winner of the Race to the Top Phase 2 competition. I want to congratulate each of you for working alongside the Department and our teacher’s unions to ensure that we were able to build a successful application that will undoubtedly revolutionize education reform in our state. The next four years promise to be an exciting time in our schools as we put this money to the best of uses – building a better future for our children.

I commend Governor Crist for his outstanding leadership throughout this process and the critical role he has played in bringing all stakeholders to the table to ensure a winning application. In the coming days, we will be in touch with additional details regarding our grant award and how participating districts can begin the process of planning for this extraordinary opportunity.  

Thank you for your dedication to Florida’s students.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Eric J. Smith

Florida Commissioner of Education

