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FISCAL REQUIREMENTS

Q.1
What is the purpose of the McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children 
and Youth (McKinney-Vento) Program?
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Q.2
What is the total amount of McKinney-Vento American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds allocated to the Florida Department of 
Education (FLDOE)?
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Q.3

On what basis will the FLDOE award McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?


2
Q.4
When is the deadline to apply for the McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?
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Q.5
What is the program period for these funds?
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Q.6
Will the total amount of McKinney-Vento ARRA funds be allocated over 
two years?
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Q.7
How long is the obligation period for these funds?
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Q.8
How will the Department monitor ARRA expenditures?
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MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS EDUCATION PROGRAM GUIDANCE

Q.1
Must states and LEAs follow the McKinney-Vento statutory and regulatory requirements when spending McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?
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Q.2
Will LEAs be required to implement certain activities?
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Q.3
For what activities may the LEA use McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?
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Q.4
May LEAs use the grant to help defray the excess cost of transportation?
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Q.5
Who is the contact person for the McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?
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FISCAL REQUIREMENTS

Q.1
What is the purpose of the McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth (McKinney-Vento) Program?
The McKinney-Vento Program addresses the problems that homeless children and youth face in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.  Under this program, State Educational Agencies (SEAs) and Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) must ensure homeless children or youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education.  Homeless children and youth should have access to educational and other services that they need to enable them to meet the Sunshine State Standards to which all Florida students are held.  In addition, homeless students may not be separated from the mainstream school environment. 

Q.2
What is the total amount of McKinney-Vento American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds allocated to the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE)?


For the 2009-2010 school year, the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) has been allocated $3,124,358 under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  For purposes of this FAQ, these funds are referred to as “McKinney-Vento ARRA funds.”  

Q.3

On what basis will the FLDOE award McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?
The FLDOE will award McKinney-Vento ARRA funds on a formula basis.  Eligible LEAs will apply for the funds through an application process.  Funds will be allocated based on the number of homeless students identified either in the 2007-2008 Survey 5 Count of Homeless Students or the 2008-2009 Survey 3 Count of Homeless Students, whichever is higher.  The following base grant amounts will be distributed to Florida school districts:

· A base amount of $10,000 will be awarded to each school district serving 1-39 students. 

· A base amount of $15,000 will be awarded to each school district serving 40-99 students.

· A base amount of $20,000 will be awarded to each school district serving 100-199 homeless students.

· A base amount of $30,000 will be awarded to each school district serving 200-299 homeless students.

· A base amount of $40,000 will be awarded to each school district serving 300-499 students.

· A base amount of $50,000 will be awarded to each school district serving 500 or more homeless students.

In addition to the base allocation, a Per-Pupil Allocation (PPA) will be generated based on the number of students identified either in the 2007-2008 Survey 5 Count of Homeless Students or the 2008-2009 Survey 3 County of Homeless Students, whichever is higher.  The PPA is approximately $27 per pupil.  This amount was determined by dividing the amount of funds ($984,358) remaining after the base amount ($2,140,000) was applied to each eligible school district by the number (36,612) of identified homeless students in each LEA.

Q.4
When is the deadline to apply for the McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?

LEAs are encouraged to apply by June 30, 2009, in order to receive funding beginning July 1, 2009.  After June 30, 2009, the date that the DOE 100A Project Application Form (with the superintendent’s signature) is received in the FDOE’s Office of Grants Management will be the beginning date of the program period.  For example, if the form is received July 2, 2009, then the program period will be July 2, 2009-September 30, 2010. 

Funds must be allocated to the LEAs by August 8, 2009, so timely submission of the grant application is requested.

Q.5
What is the program period for these funds?
The program period is upon receipt, through September 30, 2010.  

Q.6
Will the total amount of McKinney-Vento ARRA funds be allocated over two years?

No, the total amount of McKinney-Vento ARRA funds will be allocated in 2009-2010.  There will not be a new ARRA allocation in the 2010-2011 school year.  If LEAs do not expend the total amount in 2009-2010, there is a possibility of a no-cost extension.   

Q.7
How long is the obligation period for these funds?

The obligation period for ARRA funds is the same as other federal education funds.  LEAs will have 27 months to disburse or obligate funds in accordance with the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).  More information can be accessed at: http://www.fldoe.org/ARRA/pdf/34-CFR-76.707.pdf.
Q.8
How will the Department monitor ARRA expenditures?

The Department will require LEAs to submit quarterly reports on expenditures of ARRA funds and program outcomes.  In addition, the Department will monitor the specific uses of these funds during its regular 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 No Child Left Behind monitoring process.

As part of the process of ensuring transparency, the U.S. Department of Education will keep the public fully apprised of all activities that occur throughout a state’s implementation of the ARRA with respect to McKinney-Vento ARRA funds.  Detailed information concerning how SEAs and LEAs use their McKinney-Vento ARRA funds will be available in the quarterly reports required under the ARRA at www.Recovery.gov.


States and LEAs must separately track, account for, and report on the use of McKinney-Vento ARRA funds.  Therefore, the U.S. Department of Education has created a unique Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number for these funds (CFDA No. 84.387A).  

MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS EDUCATION PROGRAM GUIDANCE

Q.1
Must states and LEAs follow the McKinney-Vento statutory and regulatory requirements when spending McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?


Yes, McKinney-Vento ARRA funds must be used for activities authorized under Title X, Part C, Subtitle B, Sections 721-726 (Public Law 107-110) of the McKinney-Vento Act.  They are subject to the same statutory and regulatory requirements as regular McKinney-Vento funds, except for specific requirements concerning subgrant procedures, accountability, and reporting.

Q.2
Will LEAs be required to implement certain activities?

Because the ARRA funds constitute a large increase in the Title X, Part C funding that will likely not be available at the same level beyond September 30, 2011, schools and LEAs have a unique opportunity to improve services to homeless children and their families.  LEAs should focus these funds on short-term investments with the potential for long-term benefits, rather than make ongoing commitments that might not sustainable once ARRA funds are expended.  

Q.3
For what activities may the LEA use McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?
LEAs must use McKinney-Vento ARRA funds to assist homeless children and youth in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.  The FLDOE is encouraging LEAs to support the following activities:

· Assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under section 722(g)(4)(A), not otherwise provided through federal, state, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under section 722(g)(3).

· Extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths to attend school.

· Services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, in public school programs and services provided to non-homeless children and youths.

· Professional development and other activities for educators and pupil services personnel that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and youths under this subtitle, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless youths.

· Programs coordinating services provided by schools and other agencies to eligible students in order to expand and enhance such services.  Coordination with programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act should be included in this effort.

· Payment of fees and costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records necessary for the enrollment of students in school.  The records may include birth certificates, guardianship records, immunization records, academic records, and evaluations of students needed to determine eligibility for other programs and services.

· Provision of supplies to non-school facilities serving eligible students and adapting these facilities to enable them to provide services.
· Provision of school supplies to eligible students at shelters, temporary housing facilities, and other locations as appropriate.

McKinney-Vento ARRA funds may also be used to support the following activities:

· Tutoring, supplemental instruction, and other educational services that help homeless children and youth attain proficiency on the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.  All academic enrichment programs for homeless students must be aligned with state standards and curricula.  Additionally, when offering supplemental instruction, LEAs should focus on providing services for children and youth that reflect scientifically based research as the foundation for programs and strategies to ensure academic success. 

· Expedited evaluations of eligible students to measure their strengths and needs.  Evaluations may also be used to determine a homeless child or youth’s eligibility for other programs and services.

· Referrals of eligible students to medical, dental, mental, and other health services.

· Developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs for homeless children of preschool age that are not provided through other federal, state, or local funds.

· Before- and after-school programs, mentoring, and summer programs for homeless children and youth.

· Education and training programs for parents of homeless children and youth regarding the rights their children have as homeless individuals and regarding the educational and other resources available to their children.

· Student services programs providing violence prevention counseling and referrals to such counseling.

· Programs addressing the particular needs of eligible students that may arise from domestic violence.

Q.4
May LEAs use the grant to help defray the excess cost of transportation? 
Yes, the McKinney-Vento Act allows funds to be used to defray the excess cost of transportation for students not otherwise provided through federal, state, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under section 722(g)(3).

In order to determine excess costs, LEAs should first determine the district’s average cost of transporting students.  If the cost to transport a homeless student to the school of origin is more than the district’s average cost, that excess cost may be provided by McKinney-Vento funds.  For example, if the district’s average cost of transporting a student is $1,000 and it costs $1,500 to transport a homeless child, the excess cost of $500 may be attributed to McKinney-Vento funds.  

Q.5
Who is the contact person for the McKinney-Vento ARRA funds?

The contact person is Lorraine Allen.  She may be reached at Lorraine.Allen@floe.org.
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