Dear Race to the Top Partners,

One of Florida’s Race to the Top initiatives is that all participating districts will implement a Local Instructional Improvement System (LIIS) that will “provide teachers, principals, and administrators with the information and resources they need to inform and improve their instructional practices, decision-making and overall effectiveness” (Race to the Top Application).  To assist the districts in defining an LIIS, the Florida Department of Education is publishing minimum standards of an LIIS.  They were developed in collaboration with one of Florida’s Race to the Top Implementation Committees representing a variety of stakeholders throughout the state.

The standards published today are minimum.  Districts are encouraged to go above and beyond these standards, keeping in mind that all participating districts are required to implement an LIIS that meets all minimum standards by June 30, 2014.  There can be great economy of scale in joining other districts to negotiate packages with vendors.

You can access the minimum standards, a synopsis of the standards, and the history of the LIIS Minimum Standards process at www.fldoe.org/arra/racetothetop.asp.  They are also attached for your convenience.  
If you have any questions, please contact us at RacetotheTop@fldoe.org.

Sincerely,

Chancellor Haithcock

